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> A Diſcovery of 


GLORIOUS Love? 


The Love we. C: "eſ to Beleevers, 


Truth, : 
In An ea thefcots: 


Sweetneſſe, , 


Togerher with the a#eceſſity tar Jevus- 


<> 
on every Beleever, to ſtrive atter-; > 
the Spir:tu-Il and Experumentall Tn 
knowledge of it, og 
Being the ſum of VI Sermons Preachett © 
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By Jouxn Du Ra N TyPreacher of the 
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Wee will make thy love to be remembred 
more than wine, Cant, 1, 4, 

nanx ty tom pa MAR NAAT i.e 

He brought me into the houſe of wine,& his 


banner over me was love, Cant 2, qe 
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To the Right Honourable 
Robert Earl of Warwick, &c. 


2 Noble Lord, 
* W9-2) Preſume your Lordſhip well 
IEF knows, that Chriſts love is 
BY our {oul.(azd therefore ſole) 
lite : Then (and imdeed not 
rillthen) do wee live, when wee injoy 
divine love : Onur boſomet cannot 
breath forrh the breath of life, 6efore 
Chriſt breaths m the breath of love; 
Tudeed, its the miſery of moſt, 
that they are ſtrangers ro this trurh. 
To ſpeak.to mary of the Lord Jeſus ; 
ard to tell them of a lite in love, above 
what {ence feels, and of a comfort, 
a glory; a happincſſe flowing from 
>far {urmounting what fight 
ſees, is a myſtery, whi ; they cannot 


perceive _ indeed belecyc) for tis 
© #nto them, Not onely the 
Newsonges at ders counted 


this 


EpPEDEPH- Hee 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatoy. 
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this News which they never heard of ; 
But eventhe Philoſophers there them- 
ſelves acconmed Pauls * preaching of 
theſe things a ſtrange doftrine, | ' 

But I hope I may withour eitht 
falſeneſle or flattery ſay: your Honour 
i well acquainted with theſe things, 
As cxperimentally knowing, that 
all zeur honour, joy, tclicity, yes in 
this, that you kyow the love of Chriſt 
paſſing knowledge. 

And this is ene ground of this de- 
d:cation of theſe enſuing Sermons; But 
its not-the oncly. ground; For, 

[ deſire by this alſoto declare ts the 
world, and your ſelf, how (enf1ble- and 
mindful} lam of hoſe obligations, 
which. your Honour hath laid upon 
me, not oxely by your owning of, and 
re:pect unto my perſon, but (which: 
{ prize moſt) my Muaniſtry, - } 

His perſon is above my. praiſe; 
whoſe pcn hath blotted the common 


_ — w4y of, dedications. ' But his. ground 
4&8 vio ot 45» Vecauſe for the moſt part they "o0-' 
las ves, 1 Hatter, La be bee allows of deds- 


cations, when the. argument of 'the- 
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The Eiſile Dedicatory. 


Book agrees with the perſon whom 


at nnna——————_—— 


its dedicated to, The conſid ration of Sir Fyancig 
which I hope (as hath been hinted) will 8-1 de 


41gmens, 
ecure mee from his, or others cenſure, farm, bb, x, 


Beſides, I kxow, there is adifferencey 
between flattery, and. gratitude; 
though the one bee odtons, as a VICK ; 
yet the other is amiable, as a yertue ; 
And tis at this which I have amed in 
this dedication, 

I know that the bare remembrance 
( how gratefull ſoever ) of favours re- 
cerved, is no requital, But yet, though 
it ſerves not toremuncratethe favour, 
yet twill to vindicate the benefactor, * 
that hee hath not ill beltowed his bc- 
nehits, 

My Lord, If I ſay that I cannot 
requite all your favors, 1ts no more 
than all know : And if I ſay, that 
Chriſt can, its no n.ore than I know 
you beleeve, and I delire, Tiwill bee 
»o Over-exalting of Chriſts love, nor 
as) diminution unto your tavours; 
If 1 ſay, that the leaſt grain of love 

om Chriſt to you, wil? abungantly 
compenſate all the weight of your, 
T3 A 3 ' 20 
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Th: Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
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loveto mee. And this tMy Lord) 
is nor onely my prayer, but my belict 
| in your behalf. | | 

£ | [ (hall nt trouble. yowr Lordſhip 
3 with many words, Onely let mee have 
leave to ſound in your” ears, twa: words 
of the Lord Jeſus ; the one was 4 mord 
of Prophecic, theother of Advice.. 

1, His word of Prophecie was, 
Mar:24s, Ihe love of many ſhall wax- cold, 
—_—” Mm your duty to (earch, and twill bee 

your honour to find, that there i510 

fulfilling of that. in your ſoul, Bat 

alas ! who can ſay, that hee ſees: not 

too great 4 fulfilling of this in hinsſ#If ! 

Oh. ! the aecay of love, zeal, attivitys 

appearance, &Cc. in the things of 

Chriſt that is every where ! Its athing 

that calls for bloody cears ; that be- 

ſides aghwomrmy > of iniquity i 

enemies, there is ſuch waxing cold 

of love in friends, I have ſometimes 

Phi,z.18. thought Chriſt ſpake this Prophecic 

ap (as Paul did his rehearſall, vis) 
weeping, 

Il. ? hriſf t wordof advice was this, 

Strengrhen the rhungs that open 

ns caat 


bd 


| 
| 


1 (holy they that ſtrive to do thas 7) and 
* t#® following Sermons may bee help- 


F full herein, IF the $ pirit lay this 


7 have not loſt all,) 
» ſtrengthen that which langaiſheth; 


—_— 
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The Eiſtle Dedicatory. 


that are ready todye. .[rs well that Apoe,c,, x: 


ander ſpirituall decayes wee have any 
thing that remains (heppy they who 
ts wiſdome ts 


truth upon our hearts, That Chriſt 
loyes us with a tranſcendent love; 
*twill at once make us bleed tor cool- 
ings, and burn (yea blaze) 4a freſh 
with the fire (internally) and flamcs 
(externally) of lov]® to Chriſt, his peos 

ple; Ifis truths, his defignes, %c, 
But | have gont b:yond my intets 
tions, thongh | hope not beyond your 
actepration, * If yon will perm.t mee 
ro adde, that ] am in the number of 
thoſe, who bath praiſe, and pray tor 
you, and profefle to! bee much ob- 
liged to you, I ſhail rronble you no 
further, fave with the frncere (ub- 

ſcription, that T am, My Lord. 
Your Honours ſtgularly obliged 
Soules ſervant, 
JOHN DURANT, 
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To his beloved friends, * 
the godly Inhabitants of \ 


the Town and Port of Sandwich, 
Particularly 


The Congregation over which | 


the Holy Gh:ſt hath made my re- 

verend Broth: r (Mrs Francis 
Prentice) Overſeer, 
Bcloved in Chr itt, 

Sd Owecver thoſe who are in 
EMA the world, may account the 
IS infuing Scrmons riddles, 
; and paradoxes: yet to you 
(whom I hope Chriſt hath raken our 
of the world) they arc experienced 
truths, Its true, yee know them al- 
ready (tor I have preacheds them to 
you.) But that you might haye them 
11 remembrance; I have been willing 
to Prizr them tor you; And yet not 
torycu only, bur for as many as be- 
Iciveinthe Lord Jelus * 
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The Epiſtle Dedzcatory, 


———_ 
| - It was: Peters carc to perpetuate 
$ + thoſethiogs by writing, wiuch hee 
F had preached by word: That ({oalbe- 
, Þ ir his heareps knew, yet they might 
7 37 bee ePabliſhed * in the truth, \ Cet-, 
% rainly next to the kyowing of truths, OY 
” 15 the eft abl;hment 1 thems which y,q of fer- 
2 ſome wanting, arc gone aſide after led as up* 
» 2 airy vanicies, on a firm 
* _ Tis true; your efablſhment pri. Fundate* 
' marily, and cauſally depends on the®** 
+ Spirit, Bur yer ſecondarily, and in- 
* ftrumentally, iT is attained unto by 
{ the word, For therctore it. was 
” that Petey writ (as hee {aycs 2 Pet;1, 
12.) and {urcly his writings were 
words, And yertthe words of. Chriſt 
+ werenot bare letter : No, they were 
> Spirit and Life, And the truths of 
6 iſt held forth by any, according 
* torhe meaſure of the gift received, are 
as truly Chritts' words »ow, as when 
hee was here. on carrth: elſe how conid _ 
Paul ſay? that Chriſt came and preach- 1] 5SuA- 
ed to the Ephefrans, and was evidently _ "> 
crucified before the Galatians (as iS the 2 
Eph, 2.17. and Gal, 3-1; ) neither of gh, 
; whom 


John. 663+ 


—— 


"The Eptſtle Dedicatory. 


; 
whom heard of Chriſt, til after his Jy 
'acention. I hope ir will bee no pride 
but 4 gratefnll and neceſſary witneſſe 
go the grace of Chriſt, it I fay Thave 
both {poke and writ the truth, 4s it 


is in Jeſns, and as the Spirit hath gi- 2 | 
-vex ntterance, Yea and thatina * 


meaſure alfo I can fay, that thoſe 
things which I have heard, and ſeen, 
F have declared unto jow, char your joy 
might bee full, 

know nothing ſo direaly' tefr- * 
ding to both the rr#th, ad fulneſſe of | 
# Saimts joy (of which I account my | 
ſelf obliged ro bee a helper ) as the 
knowledge of the love of Chriſt, © 
Now this is the ſubje& I treat of, 
And thisF defire to put you inre- 
membrance of, as knowing nothing 
more ftrong, ang conſtraining unto | 
duty, than joy ſpring-ng forch of this 
well of ſalvation, 

Fſhall nor trouble you. with a 
large Epiſtle, Four words only in this 
pablick view (for ſo is printing) I 
fhall leave wirh you, as my wirneſle 
- #nto Chriſt in ſome preſent 11#ths 
now 
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The Epiſtle Dedzcatory, 


__* denied) which I defire may 
prver bee a witnefſe againſt you, 


1, That Feſws whom wee preach, 
and whoſe love wee declare, is the 


+ ſame Chriſt ſtill: :,e.che fame Godin 
= mans nature (which is the choyce 


nas 


eo 


*rhing m him capable of beingaurS® 5.6 


hinsChriſt) hee chat aſcended is the 20G: 
fame that deſcended, and hee' that de- : 


# anoynred , and fo of making tbe ſelf 


ſtended, is the ſame alſo thar - os 
(astis Eph, 4. 99 10. ) Hee ſtill re- 


fains the human natnre which. once 


hee took: andfo is ſtill not only rhe 


* ſame God, but max, Its: rruc rhe 


manhood or fleſh of Chriſt is now 


ghor fied, but tis not annb#ated, his 


| body, The man is (ct down: on the 


Fl is made glorious, bur ſtill tis in 


right hand of God, Heb, ro.13, 

2, This Jeſus ſhall come again in 
the ſame' mann.x in which hee did af- 
rend, as hee was viſible mu ro rhe 

of rhe fleſh) when hee went a- 
way, [o ſhall hee bee ſeen in like man* 


7 comming again; At.1,10, 11,5, png; 


Hee is not {o ſwallowed »p in Spirit, 


as 


COPE 
The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


Prmpmnnmnee—n— by 
as that hee 1s gone ont of the fleſh, But ® 
albeir his all and ozely preſence bee 
mw in Spirit; yet hee ſhall come a- 
gain, and all eyes ſhall ſee hm: and 
they alſo who pierced him; and all kin- © 1 
dreds of .the earth, as it is Apoc.1,7, 
-..* Whoever ſhall lay thete Scriptures 
are not, to bee raken in the /etter (I 
know I have the mind of Chriſt, it] 
ay inthis) hee hath not the Spirir, 
3. That till this comming again, 
wee are towait for him,. and upon him 
in the ſpiritual, and yet external obſer- 
vation of the Ordinances of the Goſpel, 
And inthem wee are to expe and 
ſhall find, the ſweer and ſpiritual in- 
comes of himſfelf,. in diſcovericsof 
that love of which I treat, 
4 That in the day of Chris com. % 
ming again, thoſe Miniſters will bee t 
TY wy found bleſſed, whoas faithfull and wiſe t 
Stewards ſhal be found giving the houſ- c 
hold their portion of meat in due ſeaſon, 


And theſc Saints will be blamelefſe, * 
who inthart day ſhall bee tound exer= FF. 
| ciſed in, and yet living above the ab- p 
-* ſervation of preaching, ſaw ub : 
prayers, and breaking of bread, _— 
T1 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


jp Chriſthath commanded to bee kept 


® up il hee come, 


And now (beloved) whar is the 


: panting of my Spirit, both for my own 


2 ſoul, tor yours, and for all the Saint? 


# the ſhaddows would fly _ and that — 


# Is it nor this? that the morning 0 


that day would dawn? Is it not, that Chriſt — 
the day ſpring from on high, might a- dawning «; 
gain (in the glory. of Chuil ( God and geoge- 


2 and man,) vifr 5?- Surely theſe are p@-,7.c. che 


lighe brih- 


y the daily groanings of the Spirit in ver.and be 


mee: Bur with theſe there is alſo a is alfo che 
mixture of /ghs : oh ! that the Spi- morning 
rit would _ us diligent, that wee ſtar. 

may bee found of hin in peace, without * P&J+ 
[þor, and blameleſſe : and oh! that we '®* 

may bee counted worthy to eſcape all 


” theſe things which (in part arealrea- 
4 dy) come to paſſe: and to ſtand befor E 


the ſon of man, yca,and oh! that when 

the Lord(hall call us to an account, con- 

cernins the oracles, the ordinances Rom, 1.2; 
which he hath committed to us: wee may emowo 

be found Firityneither as having de filed 007-5. 08 


- "- l commit as 
them with «ur own inventions: Nor Se- | a 


condly ,as diſ-eſteeming them upon pre- uealue, 


tence 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
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gence of owy attainments : No nor third-\} 
Jy to have made them our reſt and confi- $ 
; os, Bur I fhal /igh che reſt in ſecrer, 7 

I beſccch you be cxve char 5 heart 7} * 
#xderwrites this, that E 


Tours, #ntirely affeftionate is & 
the love and labour of 
the Goſpell, { an 


JOHN DURANT: 


— 
—_— —— —— m_ 


— 
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 Awordto the Reader. 


N theſe Sermons I preſume than 
| perceive the plainnelic of maj 
and my prayer is, that thou mayeſt liks- 
wiſe perceive the power of rhe Spirit, 
The time of rhcir preaching, wes 
(ſome eleven years ſince even the 009 
of the day otEnglandstroublez Ar rhes 
time they were accounted ſeaſanable, 
The matter of them « ſome Gol- 
2 pell light, of the glorious love of 
| Chriſt, and this makes mee think they 
can never bee unſcaſonable, 
Z The manner of their delivery, wes 
\ 3 (a5 it ought to bee) not withengiceing 
3 wordsof mans wiſdome. Bt i» the 
S ſimplicity 8 plainneſs ofthe Goſpel. 
Theend was, and is, next to Chriſt s 
glory, thy good (O beleever!) who ever 
thou art, and if this bee not attained, 
I muſt cry ont, I haye laboured in "2 
vain ! And 4 
| : Te 


Reader, | 


_ Tothe 

bo: Tworequeſts] have unto thee; +» 

2 © The _ that thou charitably 

tover the failings of the Preacher. | 

Remember the heavenly treaſure of ® 
the Goſpel,is in earthen veſſels, 

The ſecond is; that thou carefully” 
correct the Ercara's of the Printer, 
which by _ of my abſ. nce from the 
Preſſe could not bee avo.ded, 
.-. If to theſe two thou wilt over and 
above adde thy prayers for mee, thas 
TI may ſtill bee 1nabled from an expe- 
timental knowledge of Goſpel truths 
ſopubliſh the ſame unto poor ſouls; 
Thos wilt" doe 'more than requite mee 
for my pains in this, even Obiige mes 
to 4 publication of ſome other apers. 


In hope whereof, 1 ſubſcribe my ſelf, 
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SY wo 
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If 6 a2. Ar 


Seas; 


Thine in the ſincerity and 
ſtrengrh of Goſpel-love. 


8 > John Durant, 
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SERMON I, 
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EPHES.,. 3. ver. 19 
And to kFhw the love of Chri) f which 


p4 aſſeth knowledge, 


zyY Nowledge is the perfett;- 
TH oz of the Rational Crea- 
QI ture : It 1s that whereby 
WY SSI we ' come. @wus weriyly 
( as the Philoſopher {peaks) 7, e to 
partake of Divinity, to be like unro 
the Deity, Gods Lrght, and Know- 
I:dge, and the more we partake of 
it, the more like WCe are ro him, 
Now by how much the Lkglier, wee 
are unto God, by ſo much the nearey 
We Come up ts perfettior 


K nows 


Kore, 


_— 


2 The trath of Chriſts lote 


L—————— ——_ 


— 


K'.owledge is exceeding preciom : ( 
It muſt nceds be fo, fith it rends ro ÞF ® 
perteQtion, Indeed, as 4quinas ſaith 77} ©: 
ot (ecing,T howgh the obiett of fight be | rl 
mean in it ſelf, yet the very att of ſee- 
ing ts ſweet : Soalſo hee determines 
ot Knowing, that however the ob- | © 
jet be low and poor, yer the very |} 
act it ſelf of knowledge, is high and Þ} © 
Precious, 

Now of all knowledge there is | cl 
none ſo precious, nor ſo pexfett ing, as 
that Li Py mari Know- EK © 
ledge ( viz. Human ) can make us ® (. 

crte&t only as mer : This know- d fe 
: 


*s 


dge ( viz, Divine) gives us a per- 
fe&tion as Saints, Bur, : 
Of all D;vine knowledge, the know- * be 
ledoe of Jeſms Chriſt in the light of © of 
love.as moſt precious, as tending molt he 
ro the perteStion of our fouls: As ther  *© 
arc degrees of luſtre in the heavenly I} EV 
lights; fo there are degrces of glory {oy 
in Divine truths. Eyery Star in the be 
Firmament hath a glorious light ; 
bur yet the light of the Sun exceeds = 
them all in glory : And every truth 
| rhich 


———— — + RR 


TOES 


LA =n_-= 
: = - 
Ao it OP on $4 1 AM et x EEPENC 


to Beleevers, 
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| ( which is as aStarre in the hca- 
= ven 0 Div.niy ) hatia a peculiar 
3 excellency init , anithe knowledge 


thereof is precious : Bur Jeſus Chrit 
who is as the Swe ia Div.n'ty's 
eaven ) hath a tranſcendent ex- 


| cellency in him;.and ro know him, 


doth {arre more tend to the perte- 
ting of our ſouls, than the know - 
ledge of any, or all Divine truths 
elſe beſides. Therefore it is that Paul 
accents this knowledge wich an 


E excellency, Phil. 3.8. Tca doubtleſſe 


( ſaith he ) I count all thing s but ls If 
for the excellency of th: knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, And certain- 
ly Paul might well {ay thus : for al- 
beit he had attained rhe knowledge 
oft other things, yet without thus, 
he had been art a lofle in point of 


| Soul-ſacrcd perfection, So that haw- 


cn _ RVWwWo wy 


ever other knowledge ( as being 
ſome way perfe&ing and precious ) 
be deſirable ; yer there is no know- 
__ which 15 fo to þz defied ( at 
leaſt by Saints ) as the knowledge 
of J:{us Chrilt, 

B 3 Bur 


The t1uth of Chriſts love 


But yet, as although the $*» 

bethe moſt glorious of rhe heavenly | 
Lights, yet Mortals receive more } 
comfort by its heat, than by its 5 


the 

bet 

ſho 

# ad 
light : Inlike manner, though the F ;,,, 
: 

tha 

tex 

1 

firl 


knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt bee the 
molt tran{cendent of divine truths , 
yet our ſouls receive more {weet- 
neſle by the warmth of his love, than 
by the /»ſtre of his light, Look as 
Moſes could not {ee the glory of God 
and live, and yet muſt dye except he 
ſaw his grace : Even 1o our 1ouls 
cannot ice the /uſtre of the bright 
beams of Chriſt s glory, «nd live ( wee Þ 
mult dye cre we can bchold that ) Zane 
yet notwithſtanding we muſt ſee the zprc; 
light of the boſome-love of Jeſus, or | WC 
elſe we dye, It this light dawnnot gg 
upon our boſoms, it this knowledge Fcgp 
ſhine nor into our hcarts, we ſhall Fpra 
{ink and dye in our fouls, eſpeci- 
ally it wee arc in fcar of any 
rroubles . IYO 
Hence it was, that the Apoſtle 
Paxl, among the reſt of thoſe preci- 
us Petitions, which he puts up * 
the 


——— 


ib Beleewers, 
* & the Father of our Lord Jeſs, in the 
' © behalf of the Epheſians, leſt they 
* & ſhould faint at his tribulations , hee 
* Z adds this;that they might know the 
love of Chrift which paſſeth know- 


age: 

ſhal briefly give you the context, 
chat” it may give {ome light to the 
rexr, 

The Apoſtle having hinted in the corre, 
firſt yerſe of this Chapter, thar hee 
wasa'priſoner ofFeſ1s Chriſt for the 
Epheſians,v/ho were Gentiles;and ha- 
ving'alſo upon! that' fpoken ſome- 

*thing'ot the excellency of the Goſpe!, 
Zzand the warrant which hee had 'to 
gat the ſame unto them ( o_ 
*rworhings were 'as two great ſup- 
| tute 0s in his ſufferings ) hee 
comes in* the fourteenth verſe to 
gpray* for 'the' Epheſians, that they 
ight/ not faint at his tribulations, 
Now "there might: be a double 
ground of the' Apoſtles fear, why 
the Epheſians might faint at news of 
his tribulations, 
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1 Sympathy, It is uſual with 
7 B 3 Saints 


_ _— 


| Thetruth of C briſls love 


Kore. 


——_ 


Saints ro ſympathize cach with 0- J 
ther 1n their tribulations, And Pani | 
upon this ground , might rightly | 
think, that the ridings ot his impr3- 
———_ o_ _ _ ro rag oo 
pheſians ; and happily he might tear, 
hat our. their render won wg = 
15 pctiolth A PIcacnungs 

would be oyer-ſad, by (ymparhyy to 
underſtand, that'now their Preacher 
was in prion. 

2 Fear leſt themſelves might-meet 
with the Lke ſafferings, For what © 
might they think ?-Is Paulin priſon © 
tor Preaching the Goſpel? then fiire 4 
may we fcar the like for receiving ® 

- 
+ 
T 


the Goſpel. . 
It is commonly ſeen, that the re- 7 
cervers of Goſpel-rymths ſuffer ag well © 
4 the revealers, And certainly (the oy 
Epheſians might (ay) we ſhalkbeac- 7 - 
counted as taulty tor our faith itt, as 
Pond is a his ha naw. my Cot 
peL TI his peradyenture t 
argue, and fcary and faint; There- 
tore the A bendeth his knees 
t him who alone is able or for 
WOmMy 


Cy 
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to Beleewvers, 7 


a 
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from, and ſupport in faintings, 7, e, 
To th: Father of our Lord Jeſt : 
And three things he beggeth in the 
behalf of the Epheſians , that they 
might not ( upon any ground ) faint 
at his tribulations, 

1 Divine ſtrength, That he would 
grant according to the riches of his 
glory, that they might be ſtrengrhned 
with might by his Sp.rit, inthe inner 
man, ver, 16,The ſpirit of man (as 
Apoſtle knew was weak, and fo 
would faint, unleſs Gol did ſtreng- 
 thenit; therefore he begs the Sp.rir 
re of God (which 15s the power from on 
g high) tortheir ſtreagrhening in the 

> inner man) that they might not taint 
3 intheiroutwatd man, 

" 2 Chriſts inhabitation, That Chriſt : 
e } may dwell inyour hearts by faith, 
. fait he, v. 1 7. I 'f any thing will keep 
ol Fenn gn fainting, it is the in- 

; welling of Chriſt with the ſoul, 
i OChriſts preſence creates comfort,and 
.S there is no ſuch fence againſt faint- 
ing under any fears, as Chriſt in the 
ſoul, The inhabitation of Chriſt 

B 4 with» 


Nate, 


qy—_— 


_ 


pe ee ng 


A 


" Thetruth of C briſts love 


within, will ſupport the ſoul from, 
its faintings at tribulation for Chriſt 
without. ; 

3 The knwwleage of Chriſts love z 
Thar they might know the love of 
Chriſt which paſſeth knowledge , as 1t 
is in the text, Paul well knew .the 
power of Chriſts love, and the efh- 
cacy thereof this way. So that now 
you may gather up the Apoſtles Pe- 
ritions iuto one Prayer,, and you 
may conceive him pouring out hs 
heart after this manner : 

* Thou Father of our Lord Jeſws,fith 
© thou art the God of all comforts, and 
© comforteſt thine in all their tribulati- 
© ons, ſo that they faint not ; vouchſafe 
© to grant according to the riches of 
© thy grace, that the Epheſians may 
© not faint at my tribulations, And to 


. * this end, ſtrengthen them by. thy Spi- 


© rit of power in their inner man.; fill 
© them by the glorious . preſence of 
Chriſt dwelling inthem;but above all, 
© let them know the love of | Jeſus 
£ Chriſt which pa eth knowledge. 
Thus you ſes by the Context, ts 
rl 


: to Beleevers. 9 
| —— 


rift and ſcope of the Toxr, Bur be- 
ore I {peak any further to it, I 
ult clear one thing, which hap- 
pily may be an occation of doubt, 
and that is the ſeeming unreaſonable- Noub 
feof this part of Pauls prayer : For % 
y tome Ws what reaſon is there 
at Paw! ſhould pray for that, 
hich he hints 15 impoſſible» Why 
ſhould he pray that- the Epheſians 
might know that,which he expreſly 
faith was above knowledge ? The 
ove of Chriſt which paſſeth kxow- 


edge. 
c There bee three things which garisfaRi- 
may fſatisfhic this ſcruple, and de- on, 
Ymonſtrate the reaſouablenefle of 
q this requeſt, 
* 1 Admit the love of Chriſt be a- 
Ebove knowledge, yer *cis not unrea- 
Honable to defire to know it.For look, 
as albeit the fulfilling of Divine pre- 
Cepts be above our power, yet notwith- 
Fanding it is to bein our endeavour, In 
like manner, albeit the knowledge of 
Chriſt, of Chriſt s love, though its 4- 
bove onr intelleftuals, yet it may be: 
in 


ee 
— —— 
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I9 
— —— 
in our deſires, The ſame infiniteneſs, 
which Grace pats inthe Will, ma- 
king it endcayour to fulfill that, it: 
þ wich it cannot ; nays yea ant doth} -. 


alſo put on the defire for the ob- 
training of that which cannot be ob- d 
rained, But, ; | 
2 To know the love of Chriſt 
may be ſaid to be above know-} ©} 
ledge with reference tro mengas men 3 ( 
not into Saints, as ſuch. Indecd rhe fa 
{p'r.t of man 1s not able to know, or} 
icarch intro the love of Chriſt ( that 1 
is above its knowledge: ) Bur rhe [ 
Spirit of Chriſt is able both to ſearch 


| into, and to reveal his love. An1F 


though Chriſtians as men, cannot at- 7 
rainto the knowledge of the love of 
Chrith, by the 4:ght of reaſwn, yer as Þ * 
Sams by the light of faith they may; x 
eſpecially the Holy Ghoſt (in 

mean time ) ſhedding it - abroad in 

their hearts, aS it is, Rom, 5. 

3 Thelovc of Chriſt may be ſaid 
to be above knowledge, in regard of 
its per felt ion af degrees not ſimply inve- 
£araof its parts, 

Tis 
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_ 'Tis trucy the perte&t knowledge 
at, of Chriſts love paſleth the under- 


thy f{tandingof menand Angels (which 
b.# 1s its glory:) Bur yet in ſome meaſure 
».& it may be known ( the which is our 
duty.) For that which cannot bee 
0 Kknowa perfe#ly ( inthe higheſt de- 
greece) may yer be known partially, 
FF (andinfomemeaſurc.) 
Thus the Text may bce clcarel 
-# fromthe doubt propounded. Now 
tf therearc four ways in which I ſhall 
look upon this Scripture,. and ſo 
{pcak unto it. 
 - 1 As it ineludes the truth and rea- Divif 
8 tUy of Chriſt s love to the Saints, nr op 
2 As it concludes the height, and ward, 
rojalty,or tranſcendency of that love, 
3 As it holds ant the Apoſtles de- 
FR that the Epheſians might know 
th, 
4 As it contains the oround of keep- 
ing up the Epheſtans hearts from 
fainting ar Pauls rribulations;which is 
the dritt and ſcope that Pax! drives, 
or aimes art in them. 
And thus there wilt be tour Do- 
frincs 


., 


to Beleevers, TR 
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12 The truth of Chrifts love 
ee ———_ —— — 
&rines which TI ſhall rake up, and 
{peak unto from theſe words. 


Do&rine; | 
from the towards all beleevers, * 


words. II. That love which. Chriſt bear- 
eth to beleeveri,ts atranſcendent love, 
III. Ir a thing of neteſſary con- 
cernment for every Chriſtian to know 
the tranſcendent love of Chriſt, \'/. 
TV. The Spiritwal. knowledge of 
the tranſcendent love” of Chriſt t#+ 
wards Beleevers, ts of ſpecial efficacy 
to keep wp ther hearts fram fainting 
#2der any trouble, { 


I beginwiztihhe firſt, which how- 


che tollowing Difcourle, and is clear 
enough 4n-this place, I ſhall briefly 
ſpeak unto it now, viz. 
There is love in Chriſts boſome:to- 
wards att. Beleevers, ' 
ſuppoſe it is clearly..({couched at 
leaſt) -intheſe words;-Science ſuppo- 
les ens; Paul would 'not doubtlefſe 
pray that the'Epheſians might knaw 


chat 


I. There is love in Chriſts boſome 
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{ that which was not ; things mult be, 


L 10 


cre they can be known. 


Nothing fajls undcr the under- 
ſtanding, til] ir firſt bce in be- 


co 
hed 


| ſhall briefly open the Point , Paine 6- 
and then' prove it, and apply p-ned- 
it, 

How love may be ſaid to be in How love 
Cixriſt (as any other aftection) I ay be 


thail not necd to inquire ; though G—_— 


| happily love may bee (aid to be in 


= 
Pg 


Chritt as God ( tor as hee 15 man 
therc 15 no doubt of it) in tar more 
propcr ſ{cnle, then any other paſhon 


$ may, becaulc ir 1s ( as it were) his 


ellencc, God being ( as 7ohu (a1 ) 


F love, n Joh. 4.16, 


What the love of Chrift is, I ſhall Wha: 


$ not curiouſly define, The Moral's Chiity 


have lo many as fintitions of lovegtiaart Wye Be 


indeed it 15 hard among them (as 
tic Proverb ) IS, to finds this wood for 
trees, 1, C, to know what love 15, a- 
mons their various definitions ther - 
of, Paſſing by therefore their nict- 
tics, I ſhall contcat my {elt with 
this 


I » 
» 
- . 
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— 


this plain deſcription of love. 
Love de- H4t us the commanding affettion of 
(cribed. the Soul, conſiſt ing in the expanſion or 
oing out of the heart, towards a per- th 
Fn or thing, in wiſhings and workings By 
for its good, C0 
Cunfo- I call it an aff, ett 01, and the com- ts 
rumg;De- manding one : 1t being indeed on all II as 
um — hands —_——— unto, un is Queen | ;/ 

wit repent in the Soul, and it {its u 

- he Throne commanding all, ki 
the Centarion in the botome , and Y 
hath the ſame power over all the at- Y , 
tections, which the Cenrwrion hath 0- }| « 
ver all his ſeryants, t 
- I fay,itconhilts inthe expanſionor Þ} , 
ſtretching out of the heart, Look,as Y x 
hatred contracts and gathers in, ſo | « 
love opens and dilates the heart, I i ; 
adde, that it contfiſts ( in the gene- } 
ral) inwiſhings and workings for good, 
I do not ſpecifie the end, - for that | 
deſcribes, and denominates the 
particular - kinds of love; there- 
tore only in the general, I ſay, it 
conſiſts in the going out of the 
heart, in wiſhing and working fot 
the 
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to Beleeters. 


the good of the perſon, or thing 
loved, 

So that now,when I fay that 
there is love in Chriits bofome to- 
wards all bclecyers , I mcanzthat the 
commanding affelt ions of Jeſis Chriſt 
ts fet upon them ; thar his heart is open, 
and ſtretched out unto them; and that 
the wiſhings and workings of his Soul 
acre towards them for good, 

By Beleevers, in a word, I widct- peeeyers 
ſtand all thoſe who cloſe with Chriſt ho they 
as tendred in the Goſpel. However arc, de- 
there be difference between them in (cibe& 
the degrees of their faith, & the ways 
of their light, yetall agrecing in this, 
that they-tee themſelves lott with- 
out Chriſtand that God the Father 
doth trece.y tender him in the word 
of grace ; they do thereupon go our 
io chefſtrength and finceriry of their 
{ouls,to imbrace hira as hee 15 ren- 
dred:They are belcevers all of them 
and this thing Chriſt puts no dit- 
terence (aSit is Att.15, g.) berween 
them, but burns in his botome with 
real love towards them all. : 
>} Gr 
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16 The t1#th of Chriſts love 

Point pro» For proof , I ſhould. but darke 
ved, the point, 1t I ſhould bring all thz 
cloud of witneſſes, which would ghac 
ly come and {er ſeal to this {w 

truth. Ask John, and he will witnel 
that Chriſt /oved 'hizs, He was 1n 
deed a boſome-beloved Beleever ; and 


—_— 


Johz13-23 


& 19. 26 Othimitisoften ſaid, he was the Di- 
ſciple whom Jeſus loved : yea and 

obn will witnels tor more than 

imſclt, He faith Jeſus loved him, 

and all Belcevers belides him : For® 
{peaking to them he ſaith, He (1. c-% 


Chriſt } hath loved us, Apoc. 1. 5. 
Callin Paz/, and he will prove that 
Chriſt loveth Beleevers; for Chriit | 
loved him; and {uch was the loyc| 
that Chriſt bare to Pax, that he pro- 1 
te(leth that he could, nay, did live | 
upon it, 1 live ( faith he ) by the Sor | 
of God who loveth me, Gal.2, 20, Nay 
Panl further bears record to this 
" truth, and witnefleth, that Chriſts 
love (tretcheth forth it- {elf ro. eve- 
ry belceving Soul, We are ( ſaith he ) 
more than conquerers,through him that 
loveth us, Rom.$.37, I ſhal adde no 
more 


to Beleevers 
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more: -reſtimonies to prove this 

truch, ; !Eyen the \ leaſt Beleever 5 

though bur a babe, -is able ro liſp in 

the language of this love, and tell 

yourthar there 15a divine fire of love\ 
1a Chritts bolomey burning brightly 
towards Belceycrs:: --: [> , 

I ſhall hint three Demonſtrations ; 
of the Doctrin taken from tae be- yy 
haviour 'of Chritt.towar1s Belcez 
vers, which will evidently clear cor- 
dial Love unto th2m; 

1 Chriſt ye is always on Beleevers; Chriſts 
and he takes dclight-to look there love <e+ 
where they arc. The eye is the Index 22ſt a- 
ot loves It is a {weet ſtarre alway 9. 4. 
ſhining over the hearts and houſes neri i4- 
ot thoſe whona wedoye, The Pro- dex. 
verb tells us, where we love, there we 
look, Now - it is eafie to obſerve 
the rowlings of Chriſt s eyes:how thar 
{till they are towards Belcevers, Wi} 


_ 


Hhi amo, 
ibi eca«lus, 


you liſten to Chriſts- love in its lan- 


guage chis way ? Let me { ethy conn- 

tenance ({aith he tothe Belcever) for TX"S 

ir 4x lovely, Cant. 4. 14, Sch is the ;e. Thy 

pleaſare that Chritt rakes 11 bc- appear- 
| S holding ICE, 

} ) 


The truth of Chriſts lote 
as holding. of belcevens, that he feems 
to live.upon their looks, and (peaks 
45 it hee were rayiſhed with their 
{ight, T hos haſt raviſhed my heart guy 


N22? wy heart with one of thine eyes, Cant, 


Siftery my Spoivſe', thou haſt raviſhed ® 


i. e, Thoa 4. 9. He ſpeaks once and again (as F 


haſt hear- jt. he did {uck {weetneſs fem the 
r:ned me, ſpeech) thou haſt raviſhed my hearr 
with thy 1ight. How can we que- 


{tion Chriſts loveto beleevers,when |} 
his eyes are thus fixed on them, that # 


their fight doth ravifh his, ſonl? 
Build upon it O belceving foul ! 
_ « Chriſts delight in looking on thee 
- doth demonttrate his love. to thee, 


; 


He peeps through the Latrefles, ro & 
declare his love, Cazt.2, 9, Nayyasit Þ 
he were over-powred(as indeed {ſuch * 
an-ettect doth a look of loye pro- # 
duce) while he beholds belcevers, he | 


{aith, 7*rn_ away thine 'eyes from 
we, for they have overcome me, Can, 
6,5. The word is, 321, and ir 


{ignifies, have made me prend, Or as . 


cur Margevt hath ithave pufe me ap, 
Chrilt 


— oo. 
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Chriſt ſeems to pride himſelf in the 
looks of beleevers; his eye is on 
them, and his heart is raken up, if 
theireye be on hint, 


2 Ghriſts tongue ſpeaks his love to _. 
beleevers, The tongne is Joves trum- Jett 
pet ; the breathinss »f the Heater ,, 


fill che Lips with ſounds of love : 
Love that is fecrer in the boſome, 
{ounds ſweetly inthe breath.Speech 
as a Silycr trumper loudly ſounds 
love. It is ſaid of Shechems the Son 
of Hamor, that his Sol clave unto 
Dinahthe danghter of Jacob, and rhe 
Text ſanh, he loved ber, and his 
rongue {pake it; for ir 1s aided, 
that he ſake k;ndly to the Damoſe!!, 
Gen. 34. 31, Belecvers, Chriſts 
tongue bewrays him ; his lips {peak 
his lovets you ; Oh hoxw ofr hath 
Chriſt ipoke {weerly to thy Sort. ? 
O) beleever ! Canſt not thou gather 


by his ſpeaking to thy hear: ( for that WJ by 


is the Hebrew pirafe for ipeaking 
kiadly) the loveothis heart ? How 
nzar thy heart, O tor! do thnote 
wotds of thy Saviout go? If any 

C 4 thi ft, 
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The truth of Chriſts love 


thirſt, let him come and drink freely. 
Doth nor his heart open as a foun- 
tain of love in this ſpeech? And 
{peaks hee not to thy heart, i. e. ve- 
ry kindly, when he faith, If thou do 
but thirſt, come ard drink,? Ask the 
poor Woman that had the bloudy 
iſluc, Mark 5, whether or no 
Chriſt did not ſpeak to her in the 
language of love, when he faid, 
Daughter, thy faith hath made thee 
whole > Poor heart, ſhe had touched 
him as ſhe thought at unawares ; 
and when ſhe heard him {peak of it, 
ſhe trembles;as it ſhe expected werds 
of wrath' : But while ſhe rouched 
his garment ſecretly, love touched 
his hcart {weetly, and his rongue 
beſpeaks it , when he called her 
Daughter, And as Chriſts rongue 
trumpets out loye,when he {peaketh 
toglo when he ſpeaketh of bejeevers, 
O the high Epithites, (1, e. that 
which he addes to beleevers namcs, 
when he {pcakerh of their perſons !) 
how rketorica/, how encomiaitical is 
the Janguageet his love! when he 
{rcaks 
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50 Beleevers, 

{peaks of his Spouſe, Thok art faire, 
id ith he ) thou art fair, thou haſt 
Doves eyes ; thy hair is as a flack of 
Goatsthy teeth are like a flock of $ — 
thy lips are like a thread of ſcarlet,thy 
neck like the tower of David,%c.Canr, 
4.15235 4. As beleevers declare their 
love to Chriſt by (peaking highly of 
him ; fo. Chriſt declares his love 
to beleevers by ſpeaking highly of 
them, It beleevers call hum rhe Lilly 
of the vallies, he calls them the L7lly 
among the thorns, Chrifts love will 
not permit him to ſpeak of them in 
low language, Thus the lips of your 
Lord, O belcevers! arc a demon- 
ſtrarion ofthis love ro-you. 

3 Chriſts aftionsſeal to the truth,and 
ſtrengthen ' the demorſtration of the 
Dottrin, It there were nothing but 
the eye or the tongue, it mughr bee 
tearcd, leſt the love cxpretled b 


themywere bar cither fe: ou or fond: 


Bur ations following theſe, ſeal ir 


upzthar the love is not complemental, 
bur cordial, If love be only in the 
lip, itis withour life, and ir may b= 
| 4 {ul- 


_-_ > 
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ſulpected as counterfeit: Pur whes 


Allis amo- men nat only ſpeak, but att love, they 
ru arcili.. oye lives, and is love indeed, Indeed, 


where love is 4a truth, it will bee 
{een 1n at; cvery action being ow 
ly Loves Lackey t0.g0 of its errands, 
and Loves ſervant ro do its work. 
Now ſhould we take a view of the 
actions of Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall ſee 
that they ſtrive tg excel and « cx- 
ceed his wards in the declaration 
ot his love to beleevers, I ſhall on- 
ly hint at ſome, as intending the 
larger Diſcourſe of them in th2 next 
Dodtrin. 

1 Conlider Jeſw Chriſt man.- 
feſt ing himſelf, aud his ſecyets, ta be- 
(eeving ſouls : and this will demon- 
ſtrate the truth of his love, Dakilab 
queſtions the truth of | Sawpſons 
love, from the conccalment of his 
ſecrets from her, How canſt thas fay, 
I love thee, when thy heart is not mith 
me, {aithſhc, Jadg. 36. 15. Thus ſhe 
ſeems to arguc,. Where there is love 
in truth, there will be a commu» 
nication of ſecrets ; Bur this] finde 

not 


- 
# 
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£0 Beleovers. 


not 4n- (thee; therefore F,queitivn 
whether thou indeed doſt love rae. 
How ever:Dalilab did; or might ar- 
gue thus againſt her Sampſon, Beler> 
Vers Cannot argue fo n___ their 
Saviours loye, The Lord Jeſus 1»- 
bojomerh hugn(elt-ro:Beleevers, ' rHic 
ſecrers of his: heart:are with them; 
Chrift tells his Diſciples thar hte 


23 


would nunifeſt' himfelf wmo them, tune 


Job; 141 The mien -of the world art 
ſkranagersro Chriſts affeQivtis, ayd 


i. & lay, 
himſe'f 


thartipre they! are $&/to hid ſecrets, Pn: 


Carnal - people - d6 | Hor know, the 
minde:: of 'the Dotdy becauſe he 
doth tor love-thers But we ( {ai 
Paul): char is;/ we who arebloved 
:Chnft, we have the mintfe' of 
.hviſt;ox Corinr, 2. 16. Look a$Sthe 
Farhet -loverlz 'the\ 'Son,, arid; des 
claresit by this&har he ſkewer bb7mall 
rhings which Himſelf doth, Joh.s, 16; 
Ta ltke manner; the Son loverh be- 
lecvers, and aFually demonſtrates 
ic-by this, 'thax- he declares all 
things (3.e, all cheſe ſecrets which 
were. needfnl for them to- know) 
G4 that 


— 
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that he heardef #þhe Father,;Joh. 15. 
5, The (ectcts; of Chriſts Cab;/net- 
c:uncel are | with thoſe ' whom/hec 
loves, SET AS! ak £21 1% 
.* 2. Chriſt -often takes, Belatuers 30 
his bouſ, and feaſt s them, ;Tous wee 
deal with our friends; and thus ie 
declare to. them; our loves> Chriſt 
deals. 10- with: his > The [King hatÞ 
brong % me wy wr _— 
_  1,4:;Nay he hath brought me wh 
| Y banqueting houſe, Coden 
hen David would declare.his love 

to Barzallai, he ſaid, Come thauroutr 
with me, and [twill feed thee withine 
at Jerxulalems 254m... 19; 23; this 
-briſt on Hoa, and declares his 
oveto belceycrs, Come than tome; 
poor. ſoul; and 1 will feed thee 
withme in Jeruſalem, Nay, Chriſt 
declares his loyes.not duly by-invi- 
ung and bringing" belcevers: to:his 
houſe: ,. but, alſo, by: coming / t6 
theirs; He Jogh, ſtand at; their-door, 
and knock, and it they ,will-but opens 
hewill enter, 4pee, 7-6; it they love 
hum ſo muchas to ler him ins hee 
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to Beleevers, 


will come and declare his15ve by 
dwelling with "them, Joh. 14. 23, wo my- 
And he willeaſt with chem\'in them 17 wer 44. 
houe, i, 4;' their hearts; Aid be- pa%e one 
cauſe he-will detlare hee" comes to has fee 
{ſhew love:g+he-will'make the teat at with. 
-his own coſts:He hath' gathbred his 
-myrrbe with his ſpice, tor this pur- 
;poley as it 1s Cant, $.'I, | 1 C | 
-i'g; Chriſt unites himſelf to beltevers, 
and in:that'\detmonltrates 'that. hee 
loyeth them. AﬀeCtion' begets/uni- 
on, Auſtin (longago) defined Love 
to be the jan&tare of two in'one;, A- 
mor eſt juntt rg ano copulans ;Loye it 
makes one of cwo. It is faid'of Jona- 
thayi.and David, that" their \ſouls 
were kar rogetber,' 1 Sanh,-18," rt, 
Chriſt and beleevers are knit toge- 
ther it isChrifts /ove which makes 
the k»or, Its amore than moral union 
which is-berween Chriſt ahd belce- 
yers, they are 'not only; his friends, 
and brethrer, but his- Spouſes, 'and 
Members, It he bee a Head, - they 
ſhall be the body; and ifhe'be a Yine, 
they arethe branches:Nay the _ 
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berwean Chriſt and Belcevers,is.nca” 
rcr thanthat of the wine and bran 
cbes; of, no branch. can orgs 
( properly )cbar it i9in the vint, and 


the wine in th: - But of Beleevers i 


ſaid; Chyift ig in then, and they at 
him, Thisunion demonſtrates alto 
thc ney af Chrilts love.ro belecving 
ſouls. I ſhall-now-make a wagd: ot 

pplication, .and:-conclade - this 


paint, There be bnt three'nies wo 


which.L will (peak 


| Infarmat ion, 

'vinuagile alSComferard 

Cannſeh, 
Uſe. L: [The ipoint [informs we; nf 
Rm | \[pectwe (pa Mr .Chrifk ta atl'the 
Jaims.QhQ how kmnd! how 
gracious'ti1s. J clus. Chriſt ro belce 
Vers, thus ig minde'thenythusco fer 
his. heart. upan them? Belecvers, the 
Lord loyes you: Is he hat in. this 
ſweet unt@you? Rath-at :checonl- 
deration, of Reaz his love , falleth 
on her faces, and faith, ' Why. have 1 


found grace:in thine- eyes, that thas 
ſtand; take krowleage: of me, ſeeing 
/ 
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to Beleevers, 


IT ama ſtranver? Fall on your faces 
Belcevers , youwere once ſtrangers 
to Jeſus Chriſt, bur you have found 
grace 1m his eyes 3 YOur Aames are 
written upon his hearr-in letrers of 
love: well may you lay that Chriſt 
15 ſweet, ſeeing he loves fuch ſtran- 
gers as you, werc, The King of 
ſrael (is {urely fweer: in ferting his 
loye upon you, who were {trangers 
unto 1ſrael, O how happy art thou, 
© beleevery in berngrhe object 
» Þ ofthy Lords love! "The meaneſt be- 
' | leever.may raiſe upa very high ſtru- 
ture of happineſſe, apon this corner 
ſtone, loye,: Q:how bleſſed 
art thou in thy beloved ( poor 
ſoul 1) - and how {weer is ro 
thee 1 that -hath alway a fire of love 
burning in- his boſome' towards 
thee ? £ 
HL This point is very! comfortab/c 
tobelcevers; It 15 a cordiad xo you, is 
itnot, O beleever | that Chriſt doth 
ton doth ir not revive your 
( my brechren) ro hear, chat 
hee who 15 the Lord of Lites and 
Glory 
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glory inhimlſclt, is a Lord of gracc 
and loveto you? Jeſus Chrift who 
hath written upon his Garments , | 
Lord of Eoras, hath alfo written »p- 
on his boſomeg love to beleevers, Cer- 
tainly ( Bekevers } could you bur 
{ee how near you are to Chriſt, how 
highly heprizeth you, how dearly 
he loves you; 1 ſhould not need to 
bid yourejoyce, or be glad;'or be'of 
/.,Objett;:No, | will the-ſoul ſay, 
Indeed younead not; if 1 cold 'bue 
drethe Chrift loved me," but 1 doubr 
4 WY C4 : | 
|. | Ref. Doiubtit. not (Obeleeving 
foul) but be .confident, and in that 
conhdende ::bee. ' comforted: Chriſt 
loves-; you ;'/-and that :( as wee 
thall-ſhew- hereafter). with: a. tr an- 
ſcendent love, 
' Objett, Bur it is good: to: have a 
ound of confidence ; and in vain 
1 you comfort me, if'Þ fee no 
reaſon in your words; #hy what 
reaſon is there that Chriſt ſhould love 
mee ?. . . 


Rel, 


hd ti 


to Beleevers. 1.) 

Rel. Chriſts love is ;ts owy reaſon, 
He therefore loves becauſe he wall. 
It may be.the yanity of our wanton 

_ love, that we love mcerly becaule 
we love: But it isthe glory ofChritts 
love, that he doth {o. 1he reaſon why 
Chriſt loves thee (O poor {oul ) 5 in Mark and 
his own boſome. If thaw dook;in thine, mins this 
thou wilt net finde it ( hecauule 1t 15 not 
there ) but look, up into Chriſt.s boſome, 
and there it is, He will. have mercy 
«pon whom he will, Chriſt; will love 
thee, and doth love thee: ( O Belcc- 
ver ) becauſe he will, Do not there- 
fore ſtand queſtioning why he ſhonld, 
but be comforted, and rejoyce in 
this, that he doth love thee, cventhee 
( O poor ſoul.) Though it may bec 
thy taith be lirtle, yer Chriſts loveto 
thec 1s true, 

0. 'Butthough he love me now, 
will he love me {till > 34/71/ not C hrif# 
diſlike me hereafter ,and upon that diſ- 
like deſert me? Sure I am IT ſhall g:ve 
him canſe, and I fear he will take it, 
And certainly if Chriſt deſert,Þ dye! 
eannot live longer then I hav. his love 
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A, Neither dyc, nor doubt, poor 
foul ! Thy Lord fo loves thee, that 
he will not leave thee z or it he dof 
for a time, he will not alway, Chriſt s 
bowels burn with leave, and that fire, 
however ſmothered for 4 time , will 
breah.owt ina flame at laſt, Chriſts 
love is ike hiraſelt, immutable and 
unchangeable. Love # Chriſts . 
as well as thine : He will not (ſurely 
kill himſelf by —_— thee. Thou 
canſt not live except Chriſt do love, 
neither can Chriſt, Your Lord hath 
fworn ( and ſurely if he break, his 
oath he dyes) that the Mountains 
ſhall be removed, but his loye ſhall 
not leave thee, | 

Obj. Oh ! But theugh Chriſt de 
love me, yet men hate we, | cannot be 
ſocheertul in Chriſts love, becauſe I 
meet with the creatures wrath, 

Rep, I pity thee poor Creature, 
thou haſt the /ove of the Potter , 

- and thou feareſt the wrath of the 
Potſherd, W hy art thou fo weak; as 
to ſink under the Creatsres wrath, 
while thou haſt the Creators love? 
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"to Beleevers. 2: - 
np 
Be of good comfort , Chriſt can 
break in peeces all thy enemies with 
| his ire rod,' while in the mean tune 
| he will comfort thee with His Shep- 
berds-crook; Why doſt thou droop 
ar the hatred: of him; \who dwel- 
letrh 1g a Tabernacle of clay, and not 
rather triamph in the love of him, 
who 1s ſet down at the right hand of 
the Majeſty on high? Look up Bc- 
leever, Heaven is clear over thy 
head, though the earth be dirty un- 
der tcet ; though thou be in a form 
among the creatures, yet the Su» of 
love ſhines on thee from Chrilt, He 
{miles and loves thee, what though 
| men frown and hate thee? Fear 
not him who hates thy body, and 
at worſt can but deſtroy that ; re- 
joyce rather in him who loves thy 
{oul, and ar the laſt will raiſe uv 
thy body from the Grave, and give 
thee a glorious body like unto his 
own, and fill thy foul with eternal 
joy inthe enjoyment of his everlaſt- 
ing love. 
The laſt uſe of che point «is-for 


connſel, 


rt 
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connſel. Sith Chritt loves his Saints; 
I would-( ſurely the point might , 
and doth ) counicl, both the world, 
and beleevers, 

Firſt, you men of the warld ; If you 
have an ear to hear, hear : Chriſt loves 
beleevers, be yee connſelled to do the 
like, Certainly Chriſt will cake it 
well at your . hands, ut you love 
them who are beloved. by him. His 
friends are ſometime itrangers in 
your Land, uſe them well, ſhew 
them love, put it upon Chrilts {core ; 
he loves them, and he will reward 

ou: Jeſus Chriſt doth 4o love be- 
cevers, as that he willnot let a cup of 
cold water, g.ven to them in his name, 
(that 1s, becauſe hee loves them 
ounrewarded, I fay it again, {ith 
.hriſt is gracious, and loves belce- 
vers, be ye wile and love them alſo. 
owever, take heed that yee do not 


wrong them, If you will not do them 
;  , ) 


beware you do them no 

urt : Beleeve it, it you do, Chritt 
loves them, and he will nor bear ir.. 
Tremble, leſt, ( while you lift up 


your 


to Beleewvers 
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our hand againſt -beleeyers ) that 
Jeſus Chriſt who loyes them, daſh 
you in peeces,Beware of per ſecutin 
Chriſt s beloved ones under —— 
willbe bur a poor gxcule;o ſay they 
were Schiſmaticks, | Chriſt knows 
them to be Saints -: Belceye it, the 
bloud of belcevers is very precious z 
and as he will puniſh Antichriſtian 
wretches, under what names, or titles 
uw diſtinguiſhed ; Soallo will he 

avenged upon all thoſe who dare 
touch belcevers, under what nick- 
names (oever diſgraveg, Therefore if 
you will not be {o w/ſe, as to love; 
yet be not {o mad, as to hurt thoſe 
whom Chriſt loves, 

Bur {ceondly let this connſel belee- 
vers,{ith the Lord Jelus loves themg 
chat they would walk, worthy there- 
of. Beleevers, live as the objets of 

riſts love; Advance his Kinodom, 
imbrace his comnſels, love all bus 
members, be abundant in bis works 
and ſervice, In all things ſhew that 
Chriſts love to you hath a conſtrai- 
ning power 1n you3 at lcait be yee 


connſelled 
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counſelled to love Chriſt who loves you 
and that ſo much the rather,becauſe 
Chriſt deſerves thy love, though 
thou do not deſerve his. O let nor 
the love of Chriſt plead againſt you, 
and ſay, I ranne our to them, but 
they returned not into mc, Ler not 
Chriſt ſay, I gave you counſel, and 

ou did reject it; In love I gave you 
ommandemecnts > and you did 
tran{grefſe chem, Noybur {ith Chritt 
loves you, love him ; and if you love 
him, keep his Commandements, Rouſe 
up your {elycs, O beleeving fouls 1 
and conſidering that Chriſt loverh 
you, demean-your {elves according- 
ly. It he call, come It he 6/4 you go, 
go; It his Kingdom be advancing, 
zoyn in the work ( it is the King dom 
of him that loves you) It his Spirit 
counſel, take it ( tor it comes from 
love.) Ina word, in all things live as 
thoſe who indeed are beloved of 
Chriſt, And let your carriage be ex- 
attly obedient, kinde, and loving. unto 
him, who doth ſtoop ſo low, as to 
love ſuch -poor creatures as you _ 
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And if any ask, why you Hos and 
laboar for Feſus C keif yeh khern, ir 
is becauſe love hirh * ore” adde 
how Chriſt ad you, they would 
rathcr ask3 why you; love him fo 
little, or do for him no more; Bur it 
they demand; how dith Chriſt love 
mon þ Tell them; that queſtion is 
unanſwerable. Indeed ſay, he loves 
you.afff that tr#iy; bur wuhall rr4s- 
Trendemly: That ove youell 
all the world of yon know; but 4 he 
loves; tell them that paſſerh yopr 
knowledge: yea ay the peeing. 
of every creature, for itisa love My” 
ſing knowledge, Kobe T1 che 
thing, and the chick thing Tiga 
ſhall ſpeak-of; , 
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HASTENES 


SERMONII, 


EPHES, 2}. ver, 19, 
And to know the love of Chriſt which 


paſſerh knowledge, 


Sag HRISTS love is the 

NY 'E Saints lite, Paxl tells 

&& . you, he was dead to 

\ the Law, that he might 

DV S&T /iveto God, And the 
ound thereot was this, that hee 
Fived by faith in Chriſt, who loved 
him, Galath, 2. 20. As the life, {0 
likewiſe the comfort of the Saints is 
wrapped up in the /ove of Chriſt, A 
LECVET CAN neither /ive,nor rejoyce, 

if the Lord Jeſus ſmile not upon his 
ſoul:Bur if Jeſus Chriſt wil bur ſmile 


love to Beleewers, 


and ſhine in the /ight of love, Belce- 
vers knownot only how to /ive,but 
alſo how to rejoyce, in all, even the 
worlt of times. Hence it was, that 
this Apoſtle praying to the Father of 
our Lord Jeſus, tor the E heſians,chat 
they might not faint t his tribulati- 
ons, He 1ntreats, that, to this pur- 
pole, they might know the love of 
Chriſt which paſſeth knowledge, 

Having brietly touched art the re- 
ality of Chriſts bg to beleevers ( as 
it 1s included in this place ) I ſhall 
now ſpeak more largely to the 
rojalty thereof (as ir is (et out in 
this phraſe ) that it paſſeth kowledge, 
Whence our (ſecond point was this, 
VIA, 

That love which Chriſt beareth to 
beleevers, is a tranſcendent love, 

You i(cchow tully this point hes 
in theſe words. It muſt nceds bee 
tranſcendent, ſith the Apoſtle (aithzit 
paſſeth knowledge, 

I - indeavour p open the 
point, and give you the meaning 
thercot , by —_— you toi the 
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phraſe, that ic was unſpeakable; 
x Pet, 3, 8, Tee rejoyce with joy nn- 
ſpeahable, 

And it mult not be pafled. by in 
filence, thatthe joy of which Peter 
ſpeaks, is that which. Belceyers 
have by faith, which cercainly is 
founded upon Chriſts love ; So 
that 4 the joy in the faith of Chriſt s 
love be unſpeakable, the love it ſelf is 
much more: For quod efficit tale y eſt 
wagts tale ( as the Logicians ſpeak) 
LC. That which makes any thing ſa, 
or ſuch, is much more it ſelf ſo, or 
ſuch, This may be the firtt ſtep to 
aſcend the height of rhe cxpentia ly 
and to. declare the tran{cendency of 
Chriſts love to belecyers, 1r paſſeth 
knowledge inthis, that no man ( no, T 
though he had the rongues of men «. 
aud Angels) knows how to cx- | 
prefle ir, 

2 Chriſt s love is tranſcendent, and 
may be ſaid to be above knowledge, in 
that it is above apprehenſion, As the 


Languay e of Belecyers cannot Cx- 
PEelLcy Fo neither can their know- 
D 4 ledge 
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ledge apprehend the height of their 
Saviours love, Men often can ap- 
prehend more than they -can ex- 
preſſe ; whei the tongue is: flen- 
ced, the underſtanding may be com- 
prehenfive, But now, in the love 
of Chriſt there is that, which po- 


{eth and confoundeth the very in- * 


telectuals of men and Angels, It 
is ſo high, as thatthere is no reach- 
ing of «t; {0 deep, as that there 1s 
no ſounding of it ; ſo long, as that 
ir exceeds meaſuring ; and fo broad, 
that there is 'no com rehending it, 
The moſt Spiritual Mathemarician 
15not able ro commenſurate Chrilts 
love in all its dimenſions, Ir is as 
poſſible for that little Creviſe'of the 
body (the Eye) to let in all the 
light of the Sun, as it is for that great 
eze of the Soul ( kzowleage) tolet in 
the luſtre of Chriſts love, The Holy 
Ghoſt, when hee would fer out a 
thing as tranſcendent , he uſerb 
this phraſe, that it is ſuch as canmer 
be comprehended, Asnow, [praming 
of the great. things —_ | 
Otny 
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doth, it is ſaid they are ſuch as wee 
cannot comprehend, Job 37. 5. With- 
out doubt , as the operation of the 
Fathers hand, ſo the expanſion of the 
Sons heart, is \uch, as cannot be com- 
prehended, 

In this, the Fathers works, and the 
Hons loves, do equally tranſcend, 
that they paſſe knowledge, and arc 
not able tobe apprehended. 

3 Chriſt bears to beleeyers a 
tranſcendent love, & it paſſeth know- 
ledge, in this,that it 15 above concep- 
tion, Fancy can conceive that which 
Reaſon cannot comprehend. The 
Underſtanding being bounded by 
Reaſon, cannot p beyond its 11- 
mits; and therefore where Reaſon 
| cannot ſuggeſt, the Underſtanding 
cannot apprehend, But now fan- 

is winged, and it will fly - It 
doth (as Scaliger ſpeaks) Aſper- 
nare caterorum fininm as com. 
nem, It ſcorneth to be bounded, 
though by Reaſon it ſelf : It flyeth 
high,and will gueſle (atleaſt) ar the 
tranſcendent height of that which 
rcaſon 


— ————— 


42 The tranſcendency of Chriſt's 
reaſon cannot reach, Yet ſuch (m 
beloved) is the love of Chriſt; It 
is ſo high, ſo ſwperlatively-tranſcen- 
dent that ler tancy looke, and ler 
it fly as high as it cath, it is not 
able to ſoare to the rop thereof, 
As the underſtanding going to its 
utmoſt bounds : So fangy. flying be- 
yond all bounds, is nat ablero con- 
ceive what is the love of Chriſt ro 
Belcevers. 

So that now when I ſay, the love 
which Chriſt Bears to Beleevers is 
tranſcendent, and when you read in 
the rext, that it pſec knowledge, 
You may take meaning thus ; 
Thar it is above the expreſſion of the 
fineſt Oratory, the comprehenfion of 
the deepeſt Theory, and the conception 
of the (ublimeſ Fancy; In ſo much, 
as let Oratory ſpeak, Wiſdom ſtudy, 
Fancy fly, yet neither the one, nor 
the other, nor all, arc, able to: ex- 
preſs, apprehend, or conceive what 1s 
the love of Chriſt to beleevers. In- 
deed the love of Chriſt is ſuch, as 
heaven it felt ( though it be the Fate 
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of ſight) doth nar(as hereafter we ſhal 
ſhew) exalr the Saints 1o high, as to 
make them able ro comprehend thax 
love, in the - felds whereot they do 
walk and live, It is with the Saints 
in Heaven, as with the Fiſhes ia the 
Sea; they ſwim up and down the 
mighty waters, but yet they donor, 
cannot comprehend that watry world 
in which they live: In like manner, 
the Saints above, though they ſwim 
up and down the infinite Ocean of 
-_ p_ iS1n their Saviours bo- 
ſom ) yet they can no more compre- 
_ fm valt ſea of lovezin which to 
eternity they ſhall bathe, and blcile 
their ſouls, than the little Fiſh can 
comprehend the great Sea in which 
it \wims. Wherctore ( cre I pro- 
cced further) let me premiſe this, 
That ir is not in my Ghoughts, nor 
dare | preſume this, neither would 
| have you expe, that by any 
thing which I fthall or can ay, 1 
ſhall be able to ſer out the infinitene(s 
of that love ( of which we ſhal treat ) 
according to his tull Latitude, and 
worth, 


—— 
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worth, No, this I deſpair of ; 


only I deſire to let you fee ſome of 
the glimmering beams of that gran- 


ſcengent love which is in Chriſts bo- 
{ome towards belceyers, ſo as that 
you may wonder at it, and ſet a- 
bout che exacteg ftudy of it. And 
look as a Painter, when he intends 
to draw out the Sea, or the World 
ina Aap, hee maketh only ſome 
little ſhadows of the Earth and Sea, 
that ſo the beholder may be inabled 
ro 2ueſle at the vaſtneſſe thereof : 
in like manner I ſhall 4raw before 
you (1n my Diſcourſe) ſome /itrle 
ſhadowy pricks, or lines f Chriſt s 
love, that thereby I may help you 
{omewhat to imagine, what 15 that 
infinite tranſcendent love, which nei- 
ther Saints nor Angels are able ( in 
all irs luſtre ax dimenſions ) to paint 
out or diſcover. 

For the proot, I ſhall not need 
to adde more Scriptures, it being 
clear enough by what the Apo- 
ſtle ſpeaks in this place of Chriſts 
love, that- ic is tranſcendent, = 
the 


love to Beleevers. 
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the. verſe betore this, the Apoltle 


f - 

of © hints, / chat-there are all che dimen- 
4n- © ons in _Chritts love, which may 
zo- 8 icrve to declare aziy thing vaſt and 
hat { infinite, There is a breadth , and 
a- | {eng:h, and depth, and be:ght inthe 
nd | love of Chnilt. And it is worth the 
ids J noting, the Apoſtle doth nor tell 


how oreat thoſe dimenſions were;He 
doth nor lay how broad, or how lon gy 
or how deep, or how high., but (asit 


"A 

= the dimenhzons of Chrilts love did 

if : J cxanſccnd his knowledge ) he paſlerh 

re | itby, and only adds thus, that this 

le © !ove paſſeth knowledge, 

t; | 1 finde not this phraſe (cogmy 
beſt remembrance ) = once more 


inthe New Teltament, and that is 
Philip, 4. 7. where Pan! (ycaking 
of the tranicendency ofthe Peace of 
Ga, he faith, it paſſeth wnderſt ana- 
ing, Certainly, it 1s the glory of 
Chriſts love (as well as of his Fa- 
thers peace.) that it alſo paſſeth wn- 
derſtanaing, 

f at your leaſure you read, and 
reading ſpiritually conſider, what 15 
pte- 
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c{ented to faith, in the Book. of 
the Canticles, you will ſce this truth 
( that the love of Chriſt to beleevers 
is tranſcendent) in the glory and con- 
Vincing power, and proof thereof. It 
may be1nyour time you have mi[- 
ſpent ſore hon rs1n reading of {ome 
Romances, And you have wondred 
at ſome ſtrange Stories of Love 
which you have met withall: Bur a- 
las! ſhould you compare the higheſt 
love that ever yourcad of, with the 
love of Chriſt to Beleevers, you wil 
be forced to confeſs; that thar love, 
in compariſon of rhis, is but like thc 
ftory it (elf; 7, e, a racer fancy, Iteyer 
ſtrength of affection were {er out in 
{weerneſs of expreſſion, It is inthat 
Book to a Spiritual eye: when I do 
but conſider the forirth Chaptcr only 
of that Soo, I cannot chuſe but 
wonder at the high tranſcendency 
of Chriſts love to beleevers; Surcly 
+ T conclude, the affettions are ſweet, 
ftrong, glorious, unconceivableywhen 
the expreſſions thereof ate ſo ravi(h- 
ing{o greatsſo high, as in that Chay- 
ter they are, ] 


mu, ys py mis 


love to Beleevers. 

ſhall give one general demon- 
ſtration, to let you ſee the truth of 
the Dofrin,that Chriſts love to be- 
leeversistran{cendent : The.demon- 
{tration take: rhus ; 

T hat love which includeth in ity 
and compyehends all kind: s,,atts, or 
demonſtrations of lsve whatſoever , 
muſt needs bes tranſcendent love, 

But ſuch ts the love. of Chriſt to 
Beleevers ,'&r, Therefore, &c. 1 
ſuppoſe the:Major is clear enough» 
and needs no 'proot, The Painter 
took the direct, and undeniable way 
to make the Picture of Mrnerve 
tranſcend, and excel all other Beau- 
ties, whei 'he epiromizeds. ar con- 
tracted all rhe ſeveral rays, \and 
particular beauties that were {cat- 
tered up and down in other Per- 
ſons, or Pictures; ut that.one pecce. 
It 'is upon- this ground an 4xi- 
ome indubitable., and beyood Or 
above Difpure, That the 15» dorb 
farre ' tranſcend in Light; an jy, or 
allthe other Lights, Moon, or Stars, 
&c, becauſe 1n its Light, allchews 
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is contained, and that in an emi- 
nent MAIIKT, 

All the queſtion is abour the AMi- 
»or ; whether that Chriſts love be ſuch 
ro beleevers, as that it includes and 
contains 11 it, all other kindes or atts 
of love whatſoever, Now this I ſhall 
Pur out of queſtion by an ndu(iion, 
or enumeration of the ſeveral kindes, 
or atsof love, 

Amongſt other ( how exattly I 
will not determine) the AMoraliſts 
tell us of theſe tour kindes of love, as 
the chief, viz, 

I A loveof Friendſhip, 

" 2 Almeof Pity, 

3 A love of Sympathy, 

4 - A love of Complacency, 

In theſe four only, I ſball inſtance 
(which I had rather call ſeveral de- 
wonſt rations, or degrees of one and the 
ſame paſſion of love, than particular 
kindes diſtintt ) and ſhall ſhew that 
+ Chriſts love to Beleevers, includes, 
and contains in it all of rhem, and 
that therefore ir muſt needs be trant- 
cendent, , , 

: i The 
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1 The love of friendſhi ts {0 called 6 
co as if it were the habit of friend: 
{ . 


ip it ſelf, but) becauſe it 1s that 
kinde, of att of loveqwhereby we proſe« 
cure of follow one, whom we lodk, upon, 
and love as afriend ; and to whom we 
wiſh good, Now this kinde ( or rather 
_ ) of love, 15 inthe love of Chriſt 
to beleevers; Chriſt looks upon, an1 
loves all beleevers as friends ; hence it 
is, that he counts, and calls them all 
by that name, ye are my friends, Joh. 
I 5.14, And that this is real, appears 
by his dealing with them, There- 
forc it is added , Hinceforth I call 
you not ſervant 5; for the ſervant knows 
«th not what his Lord doth: but I have 
called you friends ; for all things that I 
have heard of the Father, I have made 
known unto you,ver. 15,Thoſe whom 
we love as friends, wee open out 


» minds unto;zand it 1s their privileges 


wee' communicate- to them ſecrets 
Which we have heard. Chriſt dealer 
thus with belcevers, and thus. deal- 
ing, doth not he declare ro themn'the 


love iend({hip? | £ '; 
wof fr ndſhip x 2 The 


— 
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. 2 Theloveof pity. This fallerh in, 
and followerh upen the tormer ; for 
( as Job ſaith) To him that is af flited 
pity ſhowld be ſhewed by his friend, 
Job. 14. This alſo is included in 
Chgiſts loye to belcevers, For upon 
that love of friend'p which he bears 
to them, he aderh this of pity (till 
towards them ; when »o ee putied 
them, his eye did. When funners, aud 
Satan rather /a#gh at their miſery, 
and ſay, Aha, Aha, ſo wonld wee 
have it, Chriſt he as it were ſighs to 
{ce their ſorrows, and indeed pities 
their {ouls : Hence it is faid, 1a, 
G3. 9. 1n his love, and in his pity bee 
redeemed them (it was real pity it 
dii work ) avd he bare them, and car- 
riedthem all the days of old, 


3 Thelove of Sympathy ( whichin . 


truch is but a high degree of pity) is 
alſo contained in the love of 

ro belcevers. Mcn ſympathize, with 
thake whom they love; when they 
do:(as it were ) rake up thew mi- 
{cries upon themſelves, and be as if 
they were in their rm. 
a8- " us 


Chriſt , 
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to Belervers 


Thus doth Jeſus Chriſt, when hee 
{ces any belceyer groan cither under 
ſin, or ſadneſs, he comes, and by a 
ſympathy doth affiiit himſelf (For in 
all _ wy=—n { _ the _ 
was aſfivtted, 112.63 9.) as 

Fe ent was in their ſadne(s,and 
under their fin, The Author to rhe 
Hebrews tells us, Pte have not an 
high Prieſt who cannot vpn Nirw 1. C- 
ſympathize with owr infirmities,cha 4. 
Ty, FR weaning that —_—_ our 
igh Prieſt, Jeſus Chriſt, doth ſympa- 
dns with beleevers in their irs 
tows. And in Chap. 5.2. it is ſaid of 
Chriſt, that he 64» have compaſſion of 
the i 0107 Ant ; that word is wrrprOmMvey 
and it figmfies as much- as, Hee 
knoweth fo pity according to 
the meaſure of outr miſery, Ler the 


miſery be never ſo great (for with 


reteterice to great meaſure) | belecyc 
the Metaphor is uſed ) Jeſus Chriſt 
knows how to maſa e out as great 
4 meaſure of ſympathy, 2s is needtul, 
$o thar Chriſts love to, Beleevers 
you ſes contains in it alfo- the 
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love of ſympathy. 

Laſtly, For the loye of complacen- 
cy (whuch indeed is the. higheſt de- 
g£rce of love ) this alſo is in Chrilts 
love contained, You have a de- - 
{cription of this love of compla- 
cency ( and a demonſtration allo 

G24 is on- Of the thing in hand) Zeph, 3. 17. 
ly curs in T, he Lord thy God ( which I under- 
Chriſt. ſtand of Chriſt ) in the middeſt of 
_— 5 thee, is mighty, he will ſave, be will 
vv 22 Tejoyce over thee with joy : he will reſt 
" ** in. his love, he will jay over "thee 
i.e, God with ſnging, It is the nature of the 
—_—_— love of complacency to reſt in its 
mew felf,andtorejoycein its lettings out 
unto its obje&, as it were with fing-. 

199g. Thus doth Chrilt to belcevexs : 

He firſt loves them, and then refts in 

that loye, and after folaceth himſelf 

in their ſouls, & rejoyccth with fing- 

"ng, while he reſts in his love, with 

them, over them, inthem, Look as 

the Father did from all crternity, by 

his love of complacency, reſt n the 
yon, and took bis delight in him, as 
it 15: Pro, $, 30. $0 doth Jeſus 
IJP 8 Chriſt 
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Chriſt reſt in beleeverss, and he {o- 
laceth himſelf in their perſons; for as 
Itis thereadded, ver.z1, His delights 
were in the ſons of men, "Thus doth 
Chriſts love to beleeyers ( you fee ) 
comprehend in it- this higheſt kinde, 
(or rather degree) of loye, viz. that 
of complacency, 

Sothar ( now to wind up the de- 
monſtration) Look as the Sex 
doth tranſcend all other Rivers, be- 
cuyfk tharthey all come, and empry 
themſelves into it: In like man- 
ner doth the /ove of Chriſt excel all 
loves whatlocver, and 1s tranſcen- 
dent 3, -Inas much as all the k/ndes, 
att s,- or degrees of love which run 
tp anq1down amons the creatures, 
(as it were in leveral Chancls ) do 
all meet, and -empty themſelves in 
Chriſt s boſome,. as into the vaſt ocean; 
of-love, and thence flow forth ing6 
the boſomes of Beleevers, as the (ole 
choyce peculiar Ciſterns of the 
ſame ': great, high, tranſcendens 
love. 

'Burbecauſe my deſign is a little 
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at the ſubſtance and circunſt ances Of 
this love, and in both, ſhew how 1t 
doth tranſcend, and paſle all know- 
ledge, | "FN y 
1 For the ſubſtance of the love of 
Chriſt to Beleevers : It is fuch as it 
rightly (1, c, ſpiritually ) 1der= 
ef will appear to be traxſcendemt, 
here are (to omir others ) bat four 
things which I ſhall touch upon 
briefly, as the ſubſtantial declaratir 
ons of the Hyperbolical cxcelency 


of this loye. 


I The nature 
+ 02 The degrees , 
V1 The 7 apo ba this Jove. 
4 The operation 
1 To begin with the Natwre of 
Chriſts love to Beleevers, It is tranl- 
cendent , it being of the ſame nAMec 
get > lh that 


—_— 


love co Beleewers, 
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that ' the Fathers is ts him, Teſus 
Chrilt loves beleevers with the ſame 
kind, ornature ot love, with which 
the Father loves himfelt. -His lrve 
ro them, and his Fathers love t 
_ =y - he oh one y, And if 

ere De tranic in tne Oney 
( viz, the Fathers love to Chrift ) 
there muſt needs be allo in the orher, 
( viz,,'Chriſts love to Belecyers Y tar 
they ave + in their nature both rhe 
ſame; Chriſt himſelf © bears record 
 tothistruth, As the Father hath lo- 
wed me; fo I have loved you,Joh.,1 5,9, 
Thar you may tully eel the dE 6 
of this demoaſtrariongtake it inthefe” 
three Conchufions briefly, | 

1 Of all love, that is the moſt traw« 
ſcendent love which is in God, For God 
( asthe- Spirit ſaith )-is love, x Joh, 
4. 16, Water in the Fountaun 15 the 
{weerelt; and love, in hke manner, 
in God is cleareſt, for he is 1he God 
sf love; 2 Cor. 13.1, Lookas light 
iu the Sun is the moſt tranſcendent ; 
So love in God mnwſt needs tran- 
fcend , becauſe. /ovetis in him) as 


| E 4 light 
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light is inthe S##, i, c, In its prime, 
and proper orbe or feat. And in» 
deed, as every beams of light. is but 
the irradiation of the Suny:1{o all 
the love which is in the bolomes of 
Creatures, 1s: but -like {ome Little 
drops of dew, which firſt fell from 
ſe Heaven of love, Gods -bo+ 
ome. 

2 Of all the love which is in God, 
thas is the moſt tranſcendent,, which 
he lets out to Chriſt, It is Chrilts glory 
that he is crowned with the flower, 
beauty, and glory of the fathers love, 
Jeſus Chriſt was he, whois ſtills not 
ouly the beloved, but the wel-beloved 
of the Father ;, in whom he was well. 
pleaſed, i, e, In whom the Father did 
reſt in the higheſt degree of his love, 
And apparent it isy by all the actions 
of God, that he loyed Chriſt with 
the molt tranſcendent kind oflove, In 
as much as that he made all things far 
him, gives all things to him, aud lets 
»2t out ſo much as a drop of love to any 
treature, but that it br runs intd his 
boſome, and ſo through him to the 
| | Creature, 


_— 
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Creature, The very (pirits and quiz- 
teſsence of that love which is in Gods 
boſome, was let out ( and that with- 
out meaſure.) into Chriſts, Now, 

3 That love mhich Chriſt bears ts 
bele:wers, is the ſame which he had 
from the Father, As it flowed from 


| the Fathers boſome into his, ſo it 


flows from. his boſome; into belee- 
yers ; -It is the (ame love for narere, 
and quality,, As every drop of the See 
is the ſame for quality, that all the 


| water inthe Sea 1s : Soevery drap of 


love which. falls in upon the bo- 
ſomes of Beleevers, from Chriſts, is 


of the (el-latne nature, and is the: 


ſame. for -qu4/ity » which the Fa« 
ther bears to him, wry is 
difference in rhie quantity, the 
reaſon is, -becaule our Ciſternes are 
not ſo capacious as Chrilts Ciſters, 


Andyer {omuch as we can contains: 


we ſhall have, as I ſhall ſhew by 

aud by, f Tm 2 
So that now» herein is the firſt 
thing, whereinthe tranſcendency of 
Chriſts love ta Belcevers appoary 
| th; 
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eth; It « the ſame for natere with 
that which the Father ſhews to him- 
felf. Hence it was, and 15; that Chrift 
both did; doth, and will,'declarethe 
Fathers name 10 beleevers, that (as it 
iS, Joh, 17, ult. ) the love wherewith 
the Father loved him, may be in them, 
ashe himſelf is inthem, '* 

2 'Ibwe conſider the degrees in 
which; 'or the #:9aſ#re according to 
which Chrift - Jers our his love to 
Beleevers; we ſhall ſee itis \tranſ- 
cendene {i that alſo, Chriſt fils the 
b:ſome ' of beletvers with a5 mmch love 
4 they 6x2 bold. Theereature when 
cnlarged to the utmoſt; is mot ca- 
pablc;/ ncither -can it contain more 
then have; So''that as the na- þ 
rare of the love is high ; in like man- 
ner the d&pree is full The Pr 
Jeremiah iycaking- of Gods wrath a- 
gainſt finners, utech a "Metaphor in 
which he compares Gods wrath un- 
to Wine (as ib the Plalmiſt doth, 
aſ25:8.) and ſinners urito borrles ; 
and” {etting-out the degree of that 

, Wrath, Hefaith, every bortle 5s fat 
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h of Wine, Jerem; I3. 12, Beloved, 
». | Chriſts love js corapared to Wine al- 
g || {0, Cart. 1, 4. if you compare 
ba the boſomes of Beleevers unto poitles, 
( a5 you may) then Nga know, 
-þ | Every bo:ome is tull of. the wine of 
Chriſts love, The Zuſtice of the Fer 
ther is not more exatt to fill the bo- 
{ome of ſinners with hiswratb, than 
the race of the Son, js free to fill the 
we omecs of Belecevers with his love, 
x þ Hence it 1s that he faith, Opey 
he thy mauth wide , and 1 will "fill its 
Pſal, $1.10. 
_ You _ a Box of —_— » 
” | which when: it was opened, th 
wi Fang NE = filled my Spry 
wr raeroghs Job I3. 3.\ucha Box 
oi = Opntment is.che bolome gf Chriſt, 
bee gathered from Carr, 
L, þ 3.0 'w wing opgned. 1 the 
In houlcs, ?. e, Per carts of belecyers, 
pb [fall] with the {weet 
th VOur Ang indeed » as 
or” Chriſt bids mm. ask the Father, 
** 2. | that cheir joy might be f#//: So hee 
isas bowntiful himfelt (as be wodd 
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haye his Father to be) and rhere- 
fore without their asking ( for he'/o- 
veth firſt ) he lets out, yea and fi/l; 
them with his love, In' this lite be- 
leevers have ( at leaſt might) a mwch 
love as faith cas let in ; and it the foul 
be not full, it is only becaule the 
month is narrow ( as the bottle with 
the narrow neck in the Ocean; ) And 
hereafter,as much as viſor it ſelf can 
ſwallow, So that now the tranſcen-F 
dentfulneſſe of that degree 1n which 
Chriſt lets out his love to (belcevers, 
doth evidently declarc- the love to 
be tranſcendent alſo; -* 

2. Adde to both' theſe the conſi- 
deration of the dwurition of Chriſts 
Hove to beleevers ; and this will fur- 
ther demonſtrate irs tranſcendency, 
As the nature is high, and the de- 
_ full, fo the duration is con- 

t, and perpetual, Having loved 
"= _ he rogers 65 Ta& i.c, to 
the end; it may be, to the perfeftion 
Joh.r3.1, Chriſts love Frog an 
ever. It is'of the fame nature with 


himſelf, unchangeable, —_— 
ing 
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love to Beleevers. 
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thing in Beleevers was ſo good as 
to make him to ſct his love upon 
them; {o- nothing is ſo bad, as 

make him take it oft again, Indeed 
{ometime the vifible aCttings, or de- 
monltrations, may be conccaled,bur 
{till che love it ſelt remains ſure, and 
iS never violated; Thar look as Dt- 
vines ſay of Chriſt upon the Crofle, 
The beati fical viſiow was ſuſpended,but 


| the hypoſtatical union was not diſſol- 


vea; In like mamer, though the 
light of Chriſts love may be for a 
time obſcured, yer the lite thereof . 
is ſtill preſerved, "The love may be 
dark, {ometime, but dyes never, 
There is npthing, no not {i , that 
can totally, and finally ſeparate be- 
tween Chriſts love, aad a belcevecrs 
ſoul, Paxl asketh the qucltion, (to 
tis day it is unan{weted;: yea and 
unanſwerable) what ſhall ſeparate ? 
Rom. 8. 35. The mountains (hall 
depart, and the hills ſhall be removed 
laith Chriſt.) but. my kindneſſe [ball 
not departyl{a. 54.10. Beleevers, thole 
high Hills wbich- you. ſomctimes 


' lee, 
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The tranſcendency of Chriſts 
ſee,at whoſe ſight ye wonder : And 
the mighty mountains which you 
behold {lomerime, and are amazed 
at their vaſtnefiezthoſe very hillsand 
fountains not only may, bt ſhall 
depart : Bur yet the love of Chrilt 


towards youy is {o tranſcendently |} 


high, and ſure, that it ſhall not, nay 
cannot depart. SO that, asthe very 
heavens themſelves wax old like a gar- 
ment, and yet the perſon of Chriſt re- 
maineth ; even ſo hail heaven, earth, 


every creature wax old, decay,and dye; Br. 


But ſtill the love of Chriſt towards be- 
leevers, ſhall continue young, freſh, 
and flouriſhing : Such 1s its duration, 
fuch ſhall be its continuance, Indeed 
the very life of Chriſt, muſt depart, 
and he dyc again, ere his love to 
his can decay : For his love is not 
only the Beleevers lite, but his own, 
as was hinted formerly) O the tran- 
| fcendency of this love, which ſhall 
thus laft, 

4 Conſider now in the laft , 
the operation of C hrifts love fo elee- 
vers ; and you ſhall fee its tranſcen- 

dency 
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dency auſwerable to its narare, do 
gree, and duration, We .guelle at 
the tranſcendency of things by the 
nobleneſfle of their operations. i isa 
certain rule, the more noble any thing 
doth operate, the more noble it 18 in its 
ſelf, Love of all the aftetions be- 
Jing the moſt noble, anſwerably it 
hath the moſt noble : operations. 
Chriſts love will cafily appear to be 
tranſcendent, it we conſider how 
much more nobly it. operates than 
any other loye in the world. From 
the firlt pojn of time uarill this, yea 
and till time ſhall be no. more ; the 
pperations of Chriſts love to be- 
evcars , have been, are, and ſhall 
dee rranicendently ' glorious and 
'oble, 
I ſhall not in this place fo curi- 
ouſly ſearch - into all - ations of 
riſt { becauſe I ſhall more par- 
icularly {peak ro them by them- 
elves ) to let them therefore paſlc ; 
| ſhall only inſtance in five partt- 
ars, and in them you ſhall {ce | 
tranſccadcat opctazians =" 
oye 


The twanſcendency of Chriſts 
love of- Chriſt ro beleevers, 

1 There was no condition ſo low, unto 
which Chri#t did not condeſcendgto de- 
clare_ that ' his love did tranlcend, 
High love ſtoops low ; and the high- 
er {till the love is, the lower (till it 
ſtoops. You may take loves clevari- 
on, by'its condeſcention;- and the 
lower {till that you obſcrve love 
condeſcenderh , the higher alway 
you muſt conclude it is elevated. | 
think it was ' but a fancy, which 
one reporteth of a great Prince , 
who (1t is ſaid) took. upon hi 
both the habit, and imployment of 
a Dayſ-man , working to buil; 
a Houle ( in .which his belovec 
was) that he mighe viſit her, Yer lct 
mie tell you, it 1s no fancy, buta rea- 
liry in Jeſus Chrilt, that our of 
height of his love to beleevers, het 
took upon him borh the forms, and 
the imployment of a Dayſ«ma 
(which ſome think , though I 
not, to be. intended in that of 

. 9. 33, Jrodeclare not only his obc 
diencera his Farher,. but- his lov] | 
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_ mean imployment.) and 
be Lord fall - 
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to beleeyers, -He emepried himſelf, or 


made himſelf vain ( tor fo the word ' 


tba may be tranſlated) and took, 
upon hin the form of a Servant, &c, 
Phil, .2. 7. Chriit became of no 
reputation , that his love ro Be- 
leevers might bee of high repu- 
ration, O how nobly did Chriſts 
love operate towards. belcevers, 
when he ſtooped fo low fot their 
ſakes, 1. * | 
2 There was no ation (5 mean, 
which he did not cheerfully nndertake, 
ro declare his love to belrevers, Roy- 
<a for. Gon ( as it were) debaſe 
e ,toany (though the mea- 
neſt ) ſervice, to (onous it (elf, Fa- 
cob will bee a Scrvant, and keep 
Sheep in tho heat |of Summer, an 
the cold of Wiater, rather than not 
ſhew his loyeto, Karhe?; . And Jeſus 
Chriſt will waſh his Diſciples teer (a 
and though i 
11,will be 2 ſervant unto 
all his Diſciples, thas hee may nor 


only teach them humility, and love 
cx unoanaher ba ao 


ay 
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The traxſcendencyof Cbriſts 


endency of love unto them all, 

3 There is no failing ſo foul which 
he doth not paſſe by, to declare the ſwur- 
paſſing greatneſs of his love to belee- 
vers, Great love paſſeth-by,and par- 
doncth, grear faulrs;And rhiegreater 
the favits are which be committed, 
the greater is the love by which 
they are pardoned. Peter failed 
groſly, when he denied, and for- 
4Hwore his Maſtet : Bur love opera- 
ted granſcendently, when it paſſed 
"that' by. Whar failing more groſle 
-againſt the bed of love, than Adwl- 
"te Surely the Sots of men will 
nor palle ic by; this fault doth 
tranſcend their love : yer th 

"men will nor, Chriſt will (45 It 15, 
Fer. 3.1.) His love tranſcends this 
Fault, Chriſts love to beleeyers is 
"far greater, and doth miich tran- 
"ren the love of men 'to' their 
Wives, and therefore he doth char 
Which they will nor, 5.'e.!Paſſe by 
"pake the Prophet clearly -and *pre- 
oy h ciſcly 


[ 


may declare the height and -tran- 


| Chriſt did not beſtow 


dn. 


3 love to Belecvers., 
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ciſely to ſpeak this of Chriſt ; » for 
it is he alone who, as it is yerſe 14, 
is married: unto beteevers, Ir is the 

lory of mans love ( and then doth 
ove operate nobly ) when he paſſes 
by xn offence : It is much more the 
g oy of 'Chriſts love, and that ſhews 
it ſelf tranſcendently glorious in its 
operation, by paſſing by the grofle, 
and greateſt failings which are in 
beleevers. 

4 There was mo gift ſo orent;which 
mn Beleevers, 
Love produceth gifts. #fazcks love 
tO Rebecca was {een to'be great, by 
the-great gittshe ſent het, A goldess 
earing of half a ſhekel weight, and two 
bracelersof ten ſhekels weight of gold, 
Gen. 24. 22, Chriſt gives Grace 
(which is far more precious than 
gold ) robelcevers : Ont of his {th 
ne ſſe we yeceive grace for grace, Joh, 
1, 16, Nay ſo great was his bouts 
and ſo large were his gifts, T hat he 


became poor for or ſakes ( that was by 
wit bar by his poverty we might 
rich, 4'Cor.$, 9, But what 


F 3 grearer. 
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greater gift than himſelf? yer ſuch 
1s. the tran{ceadent operation of 
Chriſts love, that hee gave himſelt 
for Bclcevers ſakes, and to their 
ſouls, 
5 Adde to all theſe, this allo, 
that ſuch is the tranſcendent love of 
Chriſt ro beleevers, that there 1 no- 


thing almoſt {o mean in them, but he 


highly prizeth ir. Love prizes every 


thing in the party beloved. Chrilt | 
doth. both prize, and praiſe mean þ 
things 1n belcevers, becaulc his love | 


towards them is mighty. Their voyce 
{though inarticulate ( for {ſo rhe 
word 51p fignifies) i ſweet, Cant, 
2..10, Their /ove ( though faint ) is 
fair with him Carr, 4. 10, Their 
gifts ( though ſmall )) arc ſoprized, 
that where-ever the Goſpel of fo love 
ſhall bepreached, the gifts of their love 
oe alſo be donlged, Mark 14. 9, 
Thus you ſee all along, how tran- 
ſcendently glorious, and noble the 
love of Chriſt - operates towards 
belcevers : And what doth it de- 
Clarc but this, that rhe- love of Chriſt 

gs 


[ 
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love to Beleewers, 


is indeed tranſcendent, paſſins know- 
ledge? h 
_ Having thus briefly touched at 
ſome demonſtrations of the tran- 
{cendericy of Chriſts love to belee- 
vers; ſubſtantially : 1 fhall now adde 
bura-wotd or two,-to demonſtrate 
the ſame yer clearer, from ſome con- 
{iderable cirenmſtances about Chriſts 
love to/heleevers.”* . | 

There | be four Circumſtances, 
whietrFſhall bae racntion, viz, The 

' *1'4” Of the Per(on loving. 

2 Of the Perſons beloved, 

> -Of the time of this love, 

-1\4 Of tht end thereof, 

[x*Cpnliderthe Perſon loving, 1. Cc. 
Jeſus Chriſt. ' He''being a. rranſcen- 
dentPerfon; his loye 1s like him- 
ſelf; - traiiſcendent alſo. Perſona ef 
anoriy menſnri; According to the 
dithienſiqn of- the Perſon, 10 are the 
dimenſions of the affection. 'The 
theighe of the lover; is the height allo 
of the love. As the Moraliſts judge 
ofthemagnitude of Crimes, by the 

F 3 pere 
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The tranſcendency of Chriſts 


lone againſt whom committed : 
So we may alfo conclude the gxcat- 
nefle of the love, from the $i $ 
of him by whom it 15 declaxed. 
A little wrath revealed by God is 
Efeats becauſe, he hunlelt is great: 

a little love let our by. Cheilt, 
muſt be greatlove alſo, becaulc hee 
is great. Fire is by ſo much the grea- | 
ter, and hotter, by how much the | 


fucl, or marrex in whichit ig, is the || 


morecombultible: Love igfires,;and | 
the flames thereof tranſcead ant $1 
ceed, according to the Ss of | 

the boſome . in which ct burns, 
Fire 11 Wood makes a griat flame, 
and gives a great. heats. but Fire in 
Briumſtone flames more, barns 
hotter; Love being in Chriſt, it is 


as fire in Brimſtone, or rarher as fire 


in a Monnt of Spices, it mult, needs 
therefore give. a great. heaty.and 
make a great light; and that light 
will diſcoyer his love to be- 4tran- 
ſcendent, As the man is, {o is hig' 
ſtrength { (aid rhey of Sideon)) Judg. 
'8, It, 4s the Lords ( may we lay 
0 


love to Beleewvers. 


of Chriſt) ſo.is his love, He is wons 
derful, and his love muſt needs bee 
ſo too; Becauſe wee are bur little, 
therefore our love cannot be great; 
and becauſe Chritt is. great; his love 
cannot: be little, The love of the 
Lord” Jefus cannor chuſe but bee 
tranſcendent, paſſ knowledge, be- 
cauſe him(clt 15 ach. But | 

2 Conſider the Perſons. beloved, 


| and this (eſpecially joyned with 
former ) will indeed demon= 


the 


n 
ſtrate that the love of Chriſt is 


$ tranſcendent, Who are-- beleevers, 


that are thus beloved? Are they of 
any note. ..or name? nothing leſle, 
Worms they are, and not Mer, Nay 
not bigge, but poor. Worms :. For 
ſo Jacob is.ſtiled, Iſa, 41. 14. Hee 


that knawerh their frame, remens- 


breth well they are but duſt, Pla. 103. 
£4. Bur this 15 nox all; for ascheyare 
Worms, fo worthleſs ones;and as they 
arebur dgſt;ſo defiled duſtroo, Now 


" that the ricb Jeſus, ſhould love- poor 


Jacob ; Thar he who'is ſo mighty, 
ſhould aftet belcevers fo mer ; 
F 4 Thar 


—— 
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———— NE OS ig 
That he who.is ſo prey thatihec' is 
without ſpot, -or blemiſh, ſhould 0- 
pen. his heart to ſuch as-are- ſpot- | 
ted all aver yand whoſe very beauty 
(without him-) is but a blemiſh ; 
This heightens / the: love indeed , | 
this declares that ir doth .traiſcend, 
He that knows how mean, :worth-' 
lefle, contemprible Creatures belec- 
yers arc ( without Chriſt: will 
quickly. ( it he conſider that Chrit. | 
loveththem ) conclude tharthe love! | 
paſſeth knowledge, M00 WIE | 
- 3 It weetake into our thoughts: | 
the timg of leve,' cither when it was 
rſt ſet, or firſt drawn forth; wedhall 
by this alſo, that 1t 1s'tranſcen- 
dent. For. the beginning therefore, 
when it was: firſt ſer,” it 'bears dare 
before time,: Before timehad either 
beginning,ov being , Lovehad both, 
in Chriſts boſome, ' towards 'belec- 
vers, Chriſts love to belcevers is an 
antienter. building than the world : 
for when the one had no foundati- 
ons, the other had. 
ourelyit (as it is Proverbs 8, 31.) 
| | his 
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love to Beleevers, N 


his delights, were inthe Sons of men, 
that is, ers,{ for you may call 
all the reſt: of the: World, :Sons of 
oathan rather than Sons of. men ) 
it (I ay ) his delights were. wich 
the Sons of men, before: rhe forn- 
tains of the deep were ſtrenathened, or 
the foundations of the earth were 


$ pointed:.; Then: certainly: his love 


was.alfo« towards them betore that 
time, for his' love -was the ground 
of. that' delight,” Indeed the firſt 
words which ' Chriſt) wrote, was, 
Love to beleevers,” and: this was 
written withvglory (for it! was bes: 
fore Gold was )-upon his 'boſome, | 
forthen/orher s were not, And: 
if the love were begun time: pur of 
windey (as we (ay) then certainly” 
thelove is paſſing knowledge ( as the 
Text taith,) / 
And tor: the time when it was” 
firſt declared, The Propher tels us 
it was at {ucly a times: as' in which” 
we were molt un/ovely,' when wo tay 
in ony bloud, ond were nat fo lovely, 
as: tO provoke any eye to 'pity us 3 
Then 


oF 
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love break forth with 'the! light of 
Lite ; for thea he {aid Þive; as it 15 


oO CT 


then Jeſus: Exiſt carac and rook 


make them clean, Now that be- 
fare gyer the fountains of thic deep 
were laid, a fountain: of love 
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they lay i in the filth z What doth 
this declare, but that Chrifts love to 
inthe T s rranſceneat and (as it 
ext.) paſſeth knowledge ; it 
ng ct, and fx to at, gar 3s 
A _—_— Yer- 
| Laſtly,' rake inthe conſideration 
of that exd which Chrif aimes at in 
his love to beteevers, and this will de- 
clre it alſo "to be  trawſcendewr. 
Chriſts love to belcevyers is its own 
end: He leves that he nay Jos ; and 
this makesthe love glorious. Jeſus 
Chriſt ( Belezvers ) in all 'the love 
which hee lets our to you ya 
'not at /himſelf,' but at: you; Hee 
loves you' now)! that he'may love 
you ever,” Theend which he drives 
At in declaring love in a leſter mea- 
ſure here, is, that he may declare 
love ta you 1n a greater meafure 
hereafter, He makes you wfſels of 
Grace in this world, that” you Rich 
be veſſels 0 rd Glory in eh 


rocome., All the giory 

aimed ar for hiniſelf, was 

ry of his Grace, and that wy ghd 
wards 


PC 
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'ſty as Chriſt is, ſhould. love ſuch 


| — —— 


awards. you : Chriſt gclights to (er 
the golden apple of his gloryyin the fil- 
ver pittwre of your good, ; He 
Love, oaly aims that metv may {ce | 
the /ight rhereot ; and he choſe-your 
boſomes (belcevers ) asthe golden 
Candleſticks to {ct up the glorious 
light of his love to/ſhine in. 

Now then, . that {0 infiuite 4 Maje- 


mean Wrms as. beleeyers-be.; And 
that-he ſhauld ſet-his love before the 
firſh of atint'y and kx raw inthe 
worst of; times, and thatouly for their 
hve! ed: Oh Lwhocan conſi- 

hs but aut Rl, and 


ay MP IR \ the tran- 
Cendegey of love! How! 
how |; doth it paſe.knowledge ?- Ha- 
ving thus. demonſtrated a lictley,-I 
would now 2pply this point, at-pre- 
(ent; 1 1 three u T1 
Of Conſolmtiay., 
oa 3 Ot C onvittion, 
Ot Counſel.) 
x .In as muchas Chriſt heverh be- 
hae; with a tranſcendent love; Flow i} 
may 


a 


love to Beleevers. 
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may this comfort Beleevers at all 
times !:;Thou complaineſt,. O be- 
leeving Soul, that the World doth 
not love thee ; nay, thou ſayeſt it 
doth hate thee ; Why, be of good 
comfort; though the World. haxeth, 
Chriſt logwth-; and the World can- 
not hate thee {o much, as hee will 
love thee; His love doth tranſcend 
the Worlds hatred, What -the 4»- 
geltold Danie/, that ſay I to every 
beleeving foul, who groaneth un- 
der the hatred of the World, Day, 
10, 19, Fear not O man greatly belo- 
ved: Why complainyou ( O be- 
leevers ) tor want of the pudale drops 
of the Creatures love? you have the 
pure ſpring of Chrilts love ; what 
weakneſle is it, to cry for want of 
the /ighr of the Stars, to long as you 
have th: light of the Sun? Thou 


haſt the Creators love ( beleever)) be 


not ſad rheretore in wanting the 


- love of the creature ; clpecially con 


{idering, what a tranſcendent. love 
itis. Comfort your ſelves ( O my 


brethren ) with cheſe thoughts, Je- 
us 


« <a Lips 
os. Thetrenſtendency of Chriſt 
On ———_ — cm 


ſus Chriſt loves you, and that love 
of his which he bears ro you 'paſſeh 
knowledge, 

2 Letthis be a word of Conuittion 
unto ſinners, Wretches, be ye con- 
vinced, that however you fay no 
body regardeth Belecvers, yer there 
isone whois greater thanall, who 
regards them, and that in a high 
mariner ; know, that Chriſt loves 
them with a tranſcendentlove. Tow 
break, their ſouls in peeces, you ſlay 
them, and you murther them, and yet 
you ſay the 'Lord doth not ſee, neither 
doth the God of 1ſrael regardit, Plal, 
94. 7. But be-convinced now to the 
contrary: The Lord Jeſus doth ſee, 
and he doth regard them ; and ere 
long he will make you know, that 
(however you deal with them) rhey 
aredear unto him;though you love 
them notat all, yer he loves them 

highly. Were you not afraid (faith 
| God) ro ſport againſt my ſervant Mo- 
. Num, 12, i. God omen nl 
were not a eo again! 

%® mai, whom he loved (o —_— 
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And who can chuſe brit wonderxhar 
ever ay wrerches ſouldbe'fo vic 
asto {pai and att againſt thoſe, 
cc y ? But I'piry'v4hre ( 
Creapress) It may To chink 
that Chriſt Nights thefi'fis youdo ; 
- be cotvinced mow , and rake 
ced hereafter what you do ; cer- 
ou 0 ! be beheevers 
Men; :d,that the Lord Jeſus. lo- 
; them all with -a ttanſcendent 
OVC, 
3 This DoArin mightbea Conn 
ſellor, atid it-counſels all to 160k at- 


ter, and prizea part in the love of 
"Chriſt, above all the loves of rhe 


world, Ofriends't why do you ſewd 


- Jour ſelves, ard lay oit your ſouls in 


the purſute of that which 4 #ot love , 
at leaſt not —_— love, I wiſh 
you wouldnow bewiſe;zyou who cours 
the creature , court them now no 
"mote: I ſhew you 4 more excellent way 
of love,Conſider the tranſcendent love 
of the Lord Jeſus , and be ye conn- 
ſelled 


—_—— 
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The tranſcendency of Chriſt s 
ſelled-to labour to get a ſhare in it, 
O that the hearing of this, that 
Chriſt loveth belcevers with a tran- 
ſcendent love, might make you /ick, 
in your ſouls, till you participate of 
this love, 

When one heard of the great love 
which was between two choyce 
friends, he ſaid;{tinam tertins eſſem, 
s, e; C) that I-were bur a third;that I 
might ſhare with them in their great 
love. Conſider it, you have heard of 


the high tranſcendent love which is 


berween Chriſt and belcevers; Be on 
fire therefore, and b»rn with deſire, 
pony wa may partake of that loye, 
and that at leaſt you may enjoy that 
love, which thoſe that have moſt, 
are not able to expreſlc; or conceive, 
it being a tranſcendent love, paſſing 


wledge, 


lou? to Belervers, 


# , = —_ 
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EPHES; 3, ver, 19. 


And.to know the love of Chriſt which 
paſſeth knowledge: 


XN: Vie Earec lanched out into the 
pl WY great dept hb of QurSaviours 
A V. AJove, wherein 'our {ouls 
IN © may ſwim very tweetly; 
and although I can neither {ound 
gronnt, tor ice ſhoary yet Tam loath 
ro defre-ro be from this! Sea , for tt 
were delight in-the higheſt manner 
ro be drowned here; The love of Chriſt 
1s {oO (urpaſſing ſweet & #* ſelf, and 
{o infinitely neceſſary! for our ſorls', 
a9 that-it is my* defire-Car leaft>) ro 
© make 
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make ſome further diſcovery of its 
tran{cendency. 

You fee what an Hyperbole the 
Apoſtle uſeth*to expreſs. the great- 
neſs of Chrifts love by, viz." it 
paſſeth knowledge, 

The laſt time wee gave out the 
meaning of the expreſſion, and cn- 
tred upon the proof of it, mn the 
proſecution of this point of Do- 
&r ine, Viz, 

Thatthe love which Chriſt beareth to 
Beleevers, ts a tranſcendent love, 

This being the mainthing which 
I eye in the Text , and indeed 
the main thing which every ſoul 
ought to eye, and live-upon , I ſhall 
proceed further in the proſecution 
thereof, | 

All which I ſyake the laſt time, 
for the demonſtration of the truth of 
the Dottrin, was but in a general 
way : I ſhall therefore now go onto 
demonltrate the love of Chriſt ro be 
\tranſcendent, from a brict ſurvey of 
thecourſe of his lite. 

Indeed Chriſts Life was (as it 
were) 


T — 


love to Beleevers, 
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were ) but one great a&# of love, be- 
gun at his Birth, and. carried on 
even to the time of his Death. If 
we follow this Lamb, in the whole 
traft of his Lite z we ſhall ſce, thar 
trom his Cradle, unto his Croſſe, the 
whole way was paved ( as the bor- 
rom of Sa/omons Chariot was ) with 
love; , 

There be three Heads, or demon- 
{|rations, which I ſhall now rouch 
upon, that the tranſctndency of 
Chrilts love to Belecvers, may aps 
pear yet more full and glorious; 

They arerhele : 

i Hz Birth, and Incarnation, 

2 His Life, and Conver ſatun, 

Hu Death, and Paſſion, 

Bach of theſe {erioutly confide- 
red, will 'abundantly demonſtrate 
the love of Chriſt tro bekevers to be 
tran{cendent, | 

Firſt, confidet his Birth and 1n- 
carnation, How doth Chriſts love 
tranſcend 12 this a&? The low 
coxdeſcenſion of Chriſt, in be? 
coming 4an, doth evidently. de- 
G > clars 
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make ſome further diſcovery of its 
tranſcendency. 

You fee what an Hyperbole the 
Apoſtic uſeth*to expreſs. the great- 
neſs of Chriſts love by, viz. it 
paſſeth knowledge, 

The laſt time wee gave out the 
mcaning of the expreſſion, and cn- 
tred upon the proof of it, in the 
proſecution of this point "of Do- 
&r ine, Viz, 

Thatthe love which Chriſt beareth to 
Beleevers, ts a tranſcendent love, 

This being the mainthung which 
I eye in the Text , and indeed 
the main thing which every ſoul 
ought to JS and live upon , I ſhall 
proceed further in the proſecution 


thereof, 


All which I ſyake the laſt time, 
for the demonſtration of the truth of 
the Dottrin, was but in a general 
way : I ſhall therefore now go on to 
demonttraxe the love of Chriſtro be 


;tranſcendent, from a brict {uryey of 


thecowrſe of his lite, 
Indeed Chriſts Life was (as it 
were) 


| >——— —— 


love to Beleevers, 


were) but one great a& of love, be- 
gun at his Birth, and- carried on 
even to the time of his Death. If 
we follow this Lamb, in the whole 
tract of his Lite , we ſhall (ce, thar 
trom his Cradle, unto his Croſſe, the 
whole way was pavcd ( as the bor- 
rom of Sa/omons Chariot was ) with 
love; , 

There be three Heads, or demon- 
{trations, which I ſhall now rouch 
upon, that the tranſctadency of 
Chrilts love to Belecvers, may aps 
pear yet more full and glorious; 

They arethele : 

1 Hz Birth, and Incarnation, 

2 His Life, and Converſation, 

Hu Death, and Paſſion, 

Fach of theſe ſrrioutly confide- 
red, will 'abundantly demonſtrate 
the love of Chriſt ro bekceyers to be 
tran{cendent, | 

Firlt, conſider his Birth and. [n- 
carnation, How doth Chriſts love 
tranſcend 12 this a&? The low 
coxdeſcenſion of Chriſt, in be? 
coming an, doth evidently. de- 
G > clars 
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date the high tranſcendency of his 
loveto belcevers. Had it not been 
xeat love in the Lord Jctus, to 
T2ave taken upon him the Angelical 
nature? Sure it had, It Chriſt would 
have come into the World, with 
tidings of love, and lite, he might 
havecameas an Angel of glory ( not 
as a pe ce of clay ) and fuch a conde- 
{cen{ion as that had been much, Bur 
he paſſed by the nature of eAngelsand 
took wpon him the nature of man ; that 
in thisa&he may declare love to be- 
lcevers, The Apoſtle tells us, that he 
100k, not pon him the nature of Angels, 
Heb.2, 16. s zag Jaw #,e, 10 wiſe, at 
20 hand, would he take upon him 
the Angelical Nature, bur he took 
upon him, the ſeed of Abraham, to 
declare his love to the Children-of 
Abraham, That we may ice a little 
more clearly how the love of 
Chriſt doth tranicend in his birth , 
I ſhall ſpeak to this head in ſome 
particulars ; and 'by all of them 
ou ſhall ſce how Chriits love unto 
leeyers did appear, and _ 
e glort- 


love ro Beleevers, 85 


A— 


oloriouſly inthis att of his, when he. 
became man, and was born tor their 
lakes, 90 

Here I ſhall confider therefore 
particularly (under this Head) theſe 


four things. ' 


1 Whence Chriſt came, | Y 
2 Where Chriſt came, WIRES 0H: 
. )3 How Chriſt came, Way 2T, 
4 Why ChriSt came, omen 


And out of all thele you will (ce the 
tranſcendency of Chriſts love. .;... } 
1 Contider whence he came,Chriſt 
was inthe boſome of the Father,where 
hce lay y and lived in his Fathers 
love; hence he came to declare love 
to beleeycrs, John tells us, hee came 
down from Heaven, Joh.6.38, Jeſus 
Chritt. from all eteraity was in 
Heaven. There he had his Fathers 
company.;z There he. enjoyed his 
Fathers loye ; Therehe was bleſſed 
in his. Fathers boſome ( for lo the 
Scripture ſaith) he was, «s # xoury 
1* merge Job.1.18, He was living in 
the light of the Fathers love : And 
being with God, he folaced him- 
G 3' ſelf 
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ſelf in God. In that very light, 
and glory in which God himtelt 
was, inthat {ame light and glo 
did Chrift triumph : And yet tro 
thee, from this he came for belcevers 
ſakes. He forgat (as ir were) hu 
Kingred, and Fathers houſe, to 'bec 
darn for — —_ 
ongjourney; and trom a rare place, 
tor any, dotlxdeclare much love to 
them; O how long * FO did 
Chriſtundertake ? and from what 
a Paradiſe of pleafnre did hee come 
unto belcevers, when he was born ? 
Strely great was his affe&ion, 
tranſcendent is his love, who came 
( at leaſt for a time ) from the houſe 
of Lave { his Fathers boſom") to 0- 
pen to Beleeversthe fountain of love, 
(his own boſom, ) _ 

» Burt where did Chriſt come; when 
hecame from Heaven? was it into 
fome Goſhes, ſome land of tight? was 
it iro ſome Paradiſe, fome' land of 
life? was it into {ome Por » 
fore place © of pleaſure? Nothing 
lefſe, place to which he came 

was 


- 
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love ro Beleewers. 


was e/£gypt, where beleevers ſat ##/ 
darkyeſſe ; It was the Wilderneſſe, 
where belecyers were in the ſhadow. 
of death; It was into this Worldgwhere 
Ing is but vaxity, and vgration? 
Here zr-was,;that Chriſt cametor be- 
leevers fakes : And oh' whar tran- 
{cendent: love was ir, that broughg 
Chriſt here! His eyes faw, that hi 
beloved ones were .itt a defied 
un { whuch therefore could nor. 
their reſt, as it iS, Micha, 2. _ 
his love . therefore prevailed with 
him to'come here, to fetch his be- 
loved hence. It was great lovewhich 
Ebedmelech the eAthiopian ſhewed 
unto Ferewiah, when came ro 
the brink of rhat filthy Dungeon, 
in which the Propher was, and pur 
down cords to draw him thence : 
Bur what great loye had it been, 
if Ebedwelech had not only come 
to the brink, of the Dwngeon , but 
come down into the Dungeon, and 
not only drew him up with ropes; but 
carried him up in his arms ? this had 
been loye indeed, Why let me tell 
G 4 you 
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pond ayrenoten) you vere in- this 
World, 10 a worker. Dungeon, than: 
Jeremiah-was:, 1n which: yourwere 


rcady to. dye. tor hunger, / and ro be 


Arownedan the mire thereof ; Audthe 
Lard, JAlus Chriſt came: (when hee 
was born): not baly to the brink. 
of the Dungeop with cords' to:draw 
Yau up; burageo-the Dengeonit (elt, 
to-take you, ap ja his: yery ibyſomes 
and to-brigg-you-out : from peru 
inghecre.1{ er forth fron the'Eatber 
(lai Chriſt) chac was greatiaye 3 
butihe addeths 4 came imtotbe rmorld, 
0h, 16.28, ;Here was loverunteed : 
or Chriſt ro.come tron: Heaven 
; the Fathers Throne ) into the'world 
( Satans Kingdam,) For Chit to 
come {rom the place in which: glory 
ſhines ( Hcavens) unto a ow which 
lies in evil ( the world,) For Chriſt 
to.come out from the! preſence .of the 
Father , who: always ſmiled-upon 
him, and to come 1ntorhe place. of 
7 ,. Who evear-frowned upon him : 
For him - to. come from thence , 
whetc he, always heard the Halle- 
| "j lnjahs 
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lnjahs of Angels,to-come here,where 
his cars: were / filled with the' revi- 
lings of ſinners ©B43& | Othe height, 
and the depth! O the breadth, and 
lengrh 1'O'tithe tran{cendency of 
Chriſtsloyeto belecvers ! | 

3 Bur how came Chriſt: here? Came 
he inpomp with glory * Caimchee 
with the found of a Trumpet z that 
all might know , that though hee 
did commtinto a'cotrages yer he was a 
Prince No, 'but: rather'//ih' a poot 


mean way: ' Indeed © whin” Chriſt 


was bornum beauenly Hoeft appeared, 
raiſing of God, and /nging * But that 
yas rather ; rodiſcover' mito the- 

orld;; that the Saints lover was 
ome into/rheit Country; than”any' 
vay.:to dignifie him, who indeed 
was above all. ig lsty, Sorno Expound 
hat place'y/[a.442."1 2, 'He ſhall not 

y;nor lift p,norcanſe bis voyce to be 
reard in the ſtreets, © cc As If it did 
mean; 'thar:Chriſt ſhould'not carrv 
he matter i{ about which-he came ) 
n_an. outward glorious manner , 
with pomp» bur that it a filent 
; { Ways 
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way, he ſhould both come and dof, 
all chat, unto which his Fathers V' 
love, and his own, did deſign him. |? 
And if you conſider the Hiſtory ot lo) 
his Nativity , you will fay, that he 
Chriſt came not with any great (how; |< 
hee was borns not the Sex of ſomec|} *© 
great Qzeex, but the ſnfam ofa YO 
poor Virgin : His reputed Father 


was not. a mighty Monarch, but af © 
De Gerporer 3 This was ity withſf 
which he was twitted in the teeth, | 
as dilgracetul, 1s not this phe Carpen- de 
ters Son > O how mean did Chriſth| '** 
comeinta the World } when he was ©? 
borninan- Tane, and that happilyſſ| £ 
noncotthe beſt ( for there were not} 
many in it ) andthereforcf} © 
his travelling Mother was fain tof ©" 
lye in the ſtable, and there was heel 4c 
brought forth; -And how- did heeffl 8" 
Iye ? when being ſwad/ed with ſomey ? 
homely; Gloaths, his. Mother laidf 
him 18 the; Cratch,,-He--that was * 
wont 70-{it; upon the Throne amidit} * 
the Cherubims, was content to bee F: 
found jnd the Cratch among Brutes, : 


) VYerily, 
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gh 


1ers | Verily, while we conſider this, we 
im. {Muſt needs conclude, that Caritts 
7 of f1ove was ſurpaſſing great, in that 
hat he would youchiafe to ſeem ( at 
ow; leaſt) ay ahd in a Human Way, tO 
mef} Þe ſo little, and to lye ſo low tor 
of 2 | your ſakes. Bur, 

her} -4 Joyn to all theſe, the end of 
it aff CHriſts coming into the World, and 
rich} cbs will excecdingly heighten the 
th, demonſtration, and evince; that in- 
cx- deed the love of Chriſt paſſerh know- 
rich edge. Why, for what did he come ? 
yas pon what deſign came the Kingof 
ily £/07y from Heaven to Earh, 111 fo 
not Mcan a way ? came he to take the 
ore} Crowns off from the heads of K "g's 
- toff and to purthem upon his own? In- 
heed deed Heredteared this, bur wirhour 
heel ground; for Chriſt came for no {uch 
end, Bur the e»d for which. he came 
was love, ' His deſign was to declare, 
& make known that love which lay 
bid'from eternity ( in his own, and 
Fathers' boſome _ unto beleevers, 
Therefore it was that he, was born 
intime, viz, that belecvbrs might 


lee 
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ſee, and. know that. loye, which 
hce bare: ro them 4rom-, | betore 
tune... | 
I will #1 a word macation ( omit- 
ring others.) {ix particular.cnds tor 
which Choft was born, and came 
into the world, and; you wilt fcc 
them. (Uke. fo many {cyaral /ines in 
a Compaſs") mcer all in lewey as in 
their alone .cemter, 425 
1 'Fhefirſt.end for which he was 
born was; toredeem the precious ſouls 
of belcevers from thatſlavery in which 
they lay ; yca and their- bodies: allo 
from that garity unto which ( with 
therelt of the: Creatures )ahey were 
ſabjetted;, Clrift; ſaw _bis(bcloved, 
Capt iver:1c1nr! Sathans Kingdom , 
bound withichaws; and made ſlav:s 
unto his will; This ſight; went to 
his Soul ,- and-his. love could not 
qunks it ſelf bur he- muſt come, 
Jt his beloved might/bec. (ct: free. 
That this was the 'cnd of his Nati- 
vity, the Apoftle witnefleth,Gel.4.4 
When ( ſaich he ) the fu lneſſe ,of time 
was comes. God ſent hts Son Lond 
c 
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— [| he rcadily'eame ) made of © women, 
ich made nuxder the Law, to. reeen; thn 
ore Þ that were under: the Law, \that wee 
mig ht receivethe adoption of ſons, You 
nit-E were once flaves ( belcevers ) and 
tor Chriſt was' born that you-might be 
mel fons; And a part of thar-adoprion 
(ceto which you were'vedeemed, 1s nar 
«inf only the redemprion of your {fouls 
inc though rhat bee the chict) but 
allo, the redempticn of your bod er, 
vasBas it is clear, Kemans 8, 23; This 
lr} was the end why Chritt was born, 
ich Rand I chink I necd nor fays, ic was 
lo Yan end ot love, tor you canaar con- 
ith Þ fider this, but you mult. confe's 
ere that, . 
ed, 2 Another - end which Chritt 
n, aimedat in his Nativity, was to be 
v2 fitted ro ſuffer tor Beleevers! fakes, 
ro As Chriſt was God, and thined 
ot E with che glory and Majcily of the 
Deity , butterings, ſpiccings, bind- 
Ing, &c, could not» durſt nor, rake 
hold upon him ; whea he tpake 
but that word, / AM H&E, the 
lory of his Goc-hcag .fhuuag 
throngh 
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law of love written in sythathe took 
che Body, that thereby : he might 
bee fir- to-bleed, Surely you arc 
blind it youſec not love in this end, 
viz, Thar 'Chrilt was born to be fic 
todye.. 1: -' 

3 Athirdend why he was born, 
was, that hee might bee like be- 
leevers, | Love tends to hlikenefle , 
Chriſt, becauſc he loved, would bee 
born, that he might be like to them 
in all things, whom he loycd above 
all things, He was made ( (aith the 
on the likeneſſe of may, Phil, 
2. 7. Id his beloved in the 
_ of or nas fn war na 

rngthat hemight be intheir form» 
Chriſt law his dear ones, cloathed 
with: the ſackcloth of Human Na= 
ture (for thar compared with the 
cn is bur as hair to ſilk) 

therefore ſtoopt to a Nativity, 
that he might be in the ſame faſtu- 
on, and appear in the fame {ute, 
Though the Human Nature (clpe- 
cially cloathed with -infirmirics ) 
were but a very mean (rays p_ 
S 
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his Divine: love made hinvelteem it 
above the . Angelical ; Theretore 
paſſing by the nature of eAngets, he 
took upon him the: natmre"ofi man, 
and-was born, that he might be like 
= beleevers. Surcly this was:love, 
urts if 3.0% A 

4 Chrift inhis Nativity; aimed 
at another end (as likey in lavey the 
tormer as might be) and that was, ts 
wnite him lf more clearly and copnvin- 
cingly unto beleevers, Union isan et- 
fect of afte tion, and love defures to 
unite, . And if union be deſigned as 
the end ot any act, we: may lately 
fay, Love was the Agent in that de- 
{igo, Chrittindeed umres' hintfelt ty 
Belceevers, by communicating unto 
them his own. Divine Natsre ;' but 
that hee! might make the Union 
more firm , he was born to take 
upon hira their Human nature, Bc- 
leeyers,, Chriſt: is nearer 'uvnited to 
you, than unto the Angels; his 
loye to you did in this re{pe&t tran- 
{cend his love to them; hce-rook 
not upon him their nature,.and {o 
| Was 
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mtg he bi United 'to I 
we 


Say; v4 hot this lo 

5 "Cheiſt- ſha __ 
Jlovey' foe which Hee rial 6 
That hi wightve fri dts rote a 


ciriesy y aud ro Ln yeh with'tht 

nnd rlaf beleeve it defires 

to converſe with them Petr 

to bt et a1 with them Fertont 
of which tie &6rld fo clears 

ya "G64, therefbtCir was, ht 
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race and not 4je, who could not 
ehald tally his glory, 4nd live, Had 
Jeſus Chrift zook upon hum the 
nature of Angells 5 and ſq haye 
come into the woxld uno his, alas, 
his ;preſence. (like that'of rhe An- 
>ells ) had been rexrible. 1 Belec- 
vers could not have borne 1t,, For 
this cad therefore rhe word was made 
fleſh and dwelt, among ft n5( as'tis John 
I. 14.) Thartſo we might behold the 
lory of God, inthe pnly begotten ſon; 
the diyine glory can now more (atc- 
ly bee comemplated by belecyers » 
while it is-in the tear ( that I may 


ude . to the word inflow.) of 


flch ; then} 1x: could bee- by ; ic 
ſelt. 


the 1»ſter of bis Deity more {wealy, 
While they: cax behold 5 (Ck 
were ) thr the /love-hoodef by- 
manity. CS5 Chriſt being Ari 
heis now fitted to ſympathize with 
the 1nfirmiticsof his, /t bobened biw 
(ah the Holy.ghoſt)in all things to 

made like(and 65 {pol of his 


Now Bdecvers may look upon | 
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ing man) #nto his Brethres, 

that bee might bee Wear: 3, e. one 
that can thew tender mercy or 
ity, Heb.2.17.Chrift- by his being 
ory and fo aftually experien> 
cing the infirmities of the humane 
nature, knows now the better how 
to ſymparhize with his; Now tell 
me, is nor this grear love; that Je- 
ſus Chrift(who _ (if he would) 
have folaced himfclf in the con- 
templation of his own glory, and 
never have ſtoopt tr the ſence of 
our infirmities; - that he) would 
be-born, that fo we might behold 
hi glory; and he might ſympathize 
with whe by his birth condeſcend- 


wg to our capacities and making 
himſelfe ſenſible of. our infirmi- 
ties. \. | 


6 Addeto all theſe ends, this in 
the laſt place, That Chrift by bis na- 
tivity hath raiſed our humane natxre, 
the dipnity of which was another end of 
#, Oh !how might 1 ſhew the 
love of Chriſt to tranſcend in this 
ed - of his nativity! Certainly be- 

H 2 levers 
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LOO T he trauſcendencyof Chriſts 
lcevers, Chriſt by uniting your na=- 
ture to his own. , did - 44 dig- 
nifie it, How. doth the, humane 
nature ſhine, in Ls luſter ofthe di- 
vine ? How: doth the. peble (mans 
nature ) gliſter .in- the Sig | 
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ſhould ſay: the glorious )! ring of 
the divine nature? 1c tran{- 
cendency. of; Chriſt tove, that ,hee 
would itoop. ſo. low, as \yo-be Þorn 
for thisend; that. thereby, he:might 
raiſe high rhe nature of his belayed 
ONc$47,e, belecvers! of 
' So. that, thus you (oc, OW the 
birth ' of Chriſt, ( throughly., view- 
ed)giveth a bright diſcovery, of the 
tran{eendency * of his. love.  Cer- 
» taialy, it you, ſpiritually . contem- 
plate all char love which ſhines. in 
the birth of the Lord Jelus , 
you will cafily conclude, that 
is love to belecycrs paſſerhikpow- 


leape, x | 
The ſecond head ( from which 
{ faid I would, demonſtxatg the 
tranſcendency of Chritts love) was 
the life of Chriſt, And now 2. littlc 
to 
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to ſpeak to this: you mult. not i- 
magine, that I dare undertake the 
whole Hittory of his lite, and de- 
monſtrate his tranſcendent love 
from every A thereof; No, this 
were too largea field ro walk in. 
I ſhall hint ſomething in the  gene- 
rall of it, and: then I ſhall ina 
more particular manner {peak to 
{ome remarkable paſlages thereof, 
all {peaking tran{cendent love to 
belecvers. Generally, the life of Chriſt 
was a perfett myrrour of his love: e- 
vow action of it was full of love, 

and 1f wee pur all the aCtions of his 
lite rogether,we may conclude, that 
he was born, not ſo much to /ive, 
as to love, There was not a word 
which dropped from his lips, bur 

it was full of love, and for his 

works Which he did, they all {pake 

love {o loud, as that the deateſt 

care might : hear it, So that we 

may ſ(ay(asthe Pſalmiſt in another 
calc) There is no ſpeech,nor lauguage, 
where #be voyce of bis love was 13t heard, 
the line thereof you through every att of 

| 3 
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bis life, Should we begin at the 
Temple, where he difputed with 
the Dodtors, and follow him to 
the wonnt, where he was crucified by 
the ſoxldiers, we ſhould fee allthe 
way {trewed with love-roſes, And 
as there is no beam in the Suane, 
in which there is no light; fo 
there was: no Af in the lite of 
Chriſt, but roa (pirituall cic, ſhines 
with the light of loye.Bur(omittng 
others) I ſhall inſtance only in five 
particulars, and ſhew how Chriſt 
in the aftions of his lite, did de- 
5 the tranſcendency of his 
ove. 

1 Jeſus Chrift didrun for beleevers 
ſakgs thrangh all the miſeries of this 
life, Youcannot bee in any miſery 
(which is humane) but Chiſt was in 
it for you, to ſweeten it wnto you, Art 
thou wngr ? he was, AMa.4.,3. Art 
thou thirſty? hee was: Art thou 
wear? hee was, Jobs 4.6, Mecteſt 
thou with ſcofixgs, ſcorn - 
013yblaſ} bemierbufſertings Why y 
Lord Chriſt out of his rake 
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dent love ) runned through all theſe 
in his life for thee. Belcevers, I 
beſecch you mind it > when ever 
you meet with any of the miſcries 
of this lite, your beloyed mer with 
them for' your {akes, and that for 
this ends that hee might {weeren 
them to . your {ouls. - And there» 
tore when you meet with , and are 
prelled by the miſcries of this life 
in any kind, then think upon your 
Saviours love, who lived a lite ſen» 
ſible of theſe miſcries , out of his 
love to you, And I doubt not bur 
you will lay, O tranſcendent love! 

2 The Lerd Jeſus ſwhmitted to all the 
duties of religion(which was not only to 
fulfill the righteouſneſs of the law)bus 
to declare the infixitnes of bis love:tor 
by it beleevers may ſer, he requires of 
wc at no time mere than he did him- 
ſelf. The yoak, of Chriſt, by this 
15 made ſmooth and cafe, Now 
his commandements will appear 
not to be grievous, becauſe hee did 
A firſt himſelf, There is 
no duty ( 4 Rs ) un- 
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to which'thou-canſt be called in the 
whole coutſe et-thy lite, . but thy 
Saviour inhis lite did the ſame. The 
chuld may well ſay,he hath.a loving 
father, when«as he can ſee him firlt 
doing.: 'thavs himſelt in / his' own 
perſon, whick thee commands 1t to 
do.” 'Y our: everlaſting Father Jelus 
Chriſt ( O ye ohildrewof faith )un his 
lite went throngh ( 1n his own 
perſon ) all: thoſe performances 
which you areto do in Religion. 
And | is not ' this tranfcendent 
love? : G\ 

3 Onur Lord, n the whole courſe of his 
kife,. was ever carefullto provide azd 
ſe all poſſible means for the ſtrength- 
ning of beleevers Fraces, Knowledge 
& Faith, are the rwo great graces for 
the {weetning- of the life of belce- 
vers, and Chriſt was very carcinll 
roſtrengthen them, "Therefore it 
was that hee.ſpake chiefly to thoſe 
things” which mi ſtrengrhen 


C-greces,- For knowledge, how * 


lovingly did hee ſpcak that which 
has 73 were ble ro beer? And 
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it he thought they did not wellun- 
derftand whar he ſaid; how loving- 
ly did he exponud all things to them 
when they were alone? as tis, Mark 4, 
3 3>34- Yea! when they asked him of 
any Parable , what its meaning 
might be, -How lovingly: did hec 
{arisfic . their deſires, telling them, 
that it was” their privilege, and to 
them it was given to know the myſterys 
of the kingdome of God? Luke 8. 9,10, 
nay, when Jeſus had ſpoke any thing 
which they underitood not, and did 
bur perceive their reaſoning among 
themſelves abour it,he did-voluntar1- 
ly not being-asked )intorm them, as 
inthat, M.16.7,8,9, And tor faith, 
its caf(ic't@ obterve -, how ready 
Chriſt was-to {trengrthen ic. Did he 
not rejoyce when he had an opor- 
runity-2 ſo to do? Mark that in 
_ 11, when Lazarus was deadjand 
ec knew-how- his raiſing of him 
would conduce 'to- the confirming 
of their fairh, hee protcfierh (ſpeak- 
ing of it-) that he was g lad for ther 
ſakes, thatihege was nor there When 
c 
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he dyed, tothe intent they might be- 
leeveyvetl.r5, Now(my beloved, ) 
what ' doth- this care of Chrift ro 
ſtrengthen your graces declare, but 
the tranſcendency of his love to 
your ſouls? 

4 Jeſus Chriſt in bis life aimed 
wore 4tzand rejoyced more in Beleevers 
comforts than his own, \N hen he heard 
that great voycefrom heaven, fay- 
ing, have glorified it( i.e, his name) 

I will glorific it; He ſaid, This 
w9ice came not for his ſakg, but for his 
Diſciples, It ſeems his end 1n that 
requeſt ( for that voyce was an an- 
iwer to his prayer ) was not his 
glory, bur their good. And there- 
tore, not rejoycing himfſelt in the 
excellent . glory ot that voice from 
heaven, hee (ſpeaks to them , and 
applics it to them ,- profeſſing ir 
was tor their ſakes, Joh.x 2.30. Hence 
it is alſo, that hee, when hee was to 
dic, and krew that his houre was come 
(and fo ane would think ſhould 
have retired, and ſpent his time tor 
himſelf )'hce (cr bimſelf to _ 
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fort his Diſciples, that in ſo doing, 
he might declare that having loved 
them, he loyed them to the end 
with atranſcendenr love, Joh, 13.1. 
Tex me (my beloved) ſhould you 
{ee one going ro the Stake, or Scat- 
fold rodye, and ſhould you obſerve 
hina ſpend all his time, breath and 
eloquence, in comforting ſomeone 
dear beloved; would not you ſay his 
love did rravfcend, in making him 
torger him({clt, ro comforr her? why 
fo it was with your Saviour, There 
were but few houres ere he was to 
be taken, and ro ſuffer, And yer, 
aSif he minded (as indeed he did) 
the comfort of his Difciples more 
than his own, he improves all thar 
time,and ſpent(as it were)a)l his elo- 
quence upon them, labouring to (t- 


lence their dif pairings, and forrowsy 
not minding his owne death, 
= ſufferings. -Oh tranſcendent 
e! 

+ OY it _ alſo —_—_ 
Jeſus Chrift being to pray to bis 
«her (the laſt ation as ir were on 
is 
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his life) he in that prayer declared the 
tranſcendency of his love,by pmtting up 
morerequeſt 5 in the behalf of beleevers, 
than of himſ el 'f.Y ou know the pPray- 
er in Foh, 17, And it you obſcrve it; 
you ſhall finde, that albeit in the 


beginning he prayes for himſelf, Þ 
inchat 


(Father the houre is comeyg lori= 
fie thy Son) yet having bur (as it 
were) mentioned this inthe 1 ver/, 
and reiterated it in verſ,5, he doth 
(ina manner) ſhut himſelt out of 
all the reſt of the prayer, and ſpend- 
eth it wholly for beleeyers. And 
oh what glorious things did he 
beg in their behalt ! That the Father 
would keep and preſerve themver.1s, 
T hat he wowuldown and ſanttifie them, 
ver.10, 17, That they might be one 
with the Father, as he was one, ver, 
21,22, And inthe cloſe of all;how 
doth he intreat the Fatherzto admit 
them tobe ther where he was,and to be- 
hold his glorf?and how ſtrongly doth 
he argue tor this?doth he not uſe the 
cogent motive of love? for thox lo- 
veſt me, vcr, 24.Asit he ſhould lay, 


Father 


love to Beleevers, 


Father, I know thou loveſt wn, thou fy 
| didſt ſo before ever the. world was; now 


I beſeech thee, by that love as if ever 
thow wowldeſt 'declare that ithow doſt 
love mey awny preſerve, ſantti fie, maks 
one with thy felf minegas Tam (tor this 


- 15theargument tothe whole prayer) 


and let them, whom I trutd: in the 
world, bee with me whenthey leave the 
world: O- Father, as thaw: laveſt me, 
hear,grant this(as my laſt )r equeſ for 
my beloved ones, Teil-me ngwsy: 
tranfceadent is. Chriſts: love? 'and 
how near do beleevcrs lye tohis bo- 
ſome? who_beig now(as it were) 
to pray. and dyc;torgets hinaſclt;and 
breaths out his laſt requeſts u1''{o 
many; fo: tran{ceadeut: : particulars 
ia their behalfs. v7 311 1 ens 
.. Thus you-ſce: how; eakic ir: is to 
runne through the lite-of Chriſty 
and yet running,/to read : all” along 
tranicendenrlove to belcevers,: Bur 
I muſt. now \{peak: a- word-ito the 
death of Chriſt, and youlhall ſee this 
alſo as lively demonſtrating (-as.ci- 
ther, -or -both \the other A 
the 
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the trath of-the points +viz\, - That 
the /oveof Chriſt ;o beleewers paſſeth 
kmwlec e& FT 


CE ee Oh Tal Henk 
ing the death of Chri 

mp little diftinfly, though 
"\But where ſhall .wc begin his paſ- 
fon? and-.at what of oor? 
we cnter upon this ation? 


ftalt we goc with him into the 
Gerien (indeed there ir began ) or 
ſhall wee: aſcend Mount Calvary 
ms upon4t,it ended) or ſhall we 
peak of what he ſutfered / in the 
high Priefts halt 1 think it nor a+ 
riuſle ro mention each, 
To begintheretote at the Garden 
in which Chriſt was taken. O how 
rranſcendendy fwcet is the ſwell of 
bwlove herel | 


1 Belcevers look upon your Savi- ; 


aur 19 the Garden; See him, when 
bis foul began to be ſorrewfull and 
par Bantys and hiſten a little ro what 

thy My forle is exceeding ſorrow» 
fnil,eues unto the dextb;Matth, 26.38. 
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lows to Beleevers, 


you expcrienced Saings!' Tell mee, 
what manner of love is this : For 
your Lord ro be fad unto the deaths 
that he might remove thoſe clouds, 
which; have ſometimes kept , your 
ſoules in the ſhadows, of dearb and 
aſe Bur go on and liſten ro 
your Lords cry to the father,oncc,8& 
again , when he begged that the 
cup might pl from him: Surely the 
wrath in the bottom of the cup was ve- 
ry bitter( which made him deſire to 
be delivered from it: ) Bur as ſurely 
the love in Chrifts beſeme'was y 
weet » Which , yet prevaileth wi 
im » 0 {ubmit his »:U to the Fas 
thers,, and io drink, is ap for yaur 
ſake, Did you heat ever of [wear:ng 
ina cold night , and that ypoa the 
cold ground, an open Gardexthurely 
you will ſay hee muſt be hog withing 
that cans ox. could do {o,;. Why 


F the hear of your Saviours love was 


ſuch, as thatit ſupported kim ro 
bear the hear of Gods wrath z thas 
as cold as the night was (and twas a 
winters Night as is rationally con- 

. kectured) 


| 
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conjecturtd' } and as open as'the 
place was ( a-garden') yet then, and 
there, he did "ine \Arhar clodsbf 
blood (his/veines iftumgour freely, 
and' the-aur congelins it preſently ) 
and this\, \in" the begfnning 6f his 
pers. irony tor your ſakes. 
I prefurnt yon are nor blind(C and 
yet certaifity. you are) it you can- 
not read Tatchleſle love in thus, 
Some have been fo wtak'( reports 
reiterared* teti-usfo') 'as to write 
lerters to their beloved with their } 
blood ;''TFTt'be true; no Ape fay | 
itis miach'(aod 1lc fy; was mad) | | 
But yet It metell you; jtsno fim- | |; 
ple tals © butt 'a feet trurhy Ghyi/f | > 
in the" pardon "bled entwgh towrired | | 
large Tater of love ro you ind if you | + 

"4p » yowleTexd" Toch | 
you 14d;you can» ri 
He yotiread thefto- K re 


hm 
of Chrifts-agony'Mthe garden. # rc 
eee: ce of lili | « 

fo lepiÞle in his, (9a the fors 


bidder FFMIr io the” 64 2% which | ay 
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of paradiſe) As the tranſcendency of 

| Chriſts loves in his agony in the gar- 

t | den (which was to re-inſtate belee- 

5 vers in a happycr ſtate than Pa+ 

} radiſe was, or could bee.) 
p 

d 


Bur lers follow our Lord, from 
the garden tothe High Prieſts hall, 
| andherc, let's hear a little the hide- 
p ons out-cryes of the rude rabble againſt 
5. | him, Ah Lord ! what was that 
'S | ſtopped our Saviours cars, fo that 
c | hee would not regard ? and filen- 
iv 3 ccd histongue, that hee would nor 
y | reply? was't not love ? when you 
') | readzhow {ome ſpit #pox, and others 
i- | railedat Chriſt; How ſome blaſphe- 
;/f med bim, and others buffett ed im; 
4 how many ſeo fea, how many ſcorn- 
ut | ed; how many acc#ſed, how all cry- 
ch | edour againſt him? 1 (ay, when you 
n- | read this, cannot you as {weetly 
0- & rcad the rranſcendent love of Chritt 
21. to you, as the tranſcendent malice 
wt | (of the Jews againit Chriſt? | 
or + But nor to ſtay here, goe out 
ich | avith Chriſtto Calvary, (As hee aſ- 
out | cends the Mounr,*doth not the de+ 
0) _ al ' monſtra» 
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monſtraion alecte! roo? ) Sechim 
nailed tothe Treſſe, for your ſukes,and 
cell meet rhat fight doth nor- clear 
this truth (as A nail faſtened by the ma=- 
ſters of aſſemblies, {uch as Par was) 
viz, T hat the love of Chriſt-paſſeth 
knowledge, Surely, beleeversgChreſts 
hanging onthe Croſſe,and then breath- 
140 out his laſt breath, and powre- 
ing out his = blood, 1n a ſhame- 
all, curſed, and tormenting way, 
x your fakes, 1s enough: to Ras - 
you [cry Jout,O the depth of his love! 
*T was wcll faid by one, that Aonnt 
Calvary,was Lyves Acad: my: and he 
is worſe than a Dance, that cannot 
learn. the tran{cendency. of :Chrilts 
love to beleevers here, | 
Theblood'of the Croſſe ſpeaks love in 
frrength, and no ſuch Sermon ef love in 
the Bible, nor inthe Creation," as the 
blood of the Croſſe;ſatth a fine pen. 


Greater love than this - hath aw } 


[ man] that a man lay down his life for 

his friends, Joh.15.13, Indeed, man 

hath no greater (nay {carce ſo great 

a loye as that :) But. Jeſus Chr 
; a 
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love to Belecvers, 
had, and ſhewed as great, ( nay a 
far greater love than this) for hee 
laid down his lite for-his fees ( ſuch, 
beleevers, you were. ) 'T'was but a 
brag of Peter (his words were great- 
er thanhis love.) whenhee ſaid, hee 
would dye . for Chrift: Bur 'twas a 
reality in Chriſt, when {peaking of 
the baptiſm of his death, hee faids 
How am 1 ftreightewed till it bee ac- 
compliſped? +, 

Certainly jt was {arge /ove, that 
ftreightened his {oul, till he raſted of 
dcath for yous The Scriprures re- 
cord it; /-as m—_ of - 
tranſcendency of t rs love 
to Chriſt, that-they loved oe their 

ives unto the death for his ſake + 
alas, their death for Chriſt was 

but rheir duty ( they were bound 
to it; becauſe Chriſt loved them;) 
Whereas Chriſts love te us is grace; 
for bee loved ns firft; ASK a con- 
demned Malefattour, what it the 
Prince's Son ſhould go to his father 
anu ys Eatber; I confeſſe the wretch 
is deſervedly ts dye, bat I ſes awilling- 
[ 2 nefſe 
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17 
FT | neſſe in theey that hee ſhowld live; only 


/ I perceive it ſticks with thy Juſtice : 
| Thou wouldeſt magnifie thy mercy in 
his pardon, couldeſt thou alſo ſatisfie 
thy juſtice: whyzfor that Father bere I 
am, and I will dye my ſelf to ſatisfie 
| wſt ice, onely let the poor wretch | 
liveyo the glory of thine, and my free 
grace; and having thus ſaid, ſhould 
goe to the pla:e of execution, and | 
dye indeed: Ask (I fay)the Maletact- 
or, what kind of loye hee counts, 
and calls this? Belcevers, .ask your 
own hearts (for you were the Male- 
ta&ors) and rell mec, what word is 
cat enough to expreſle the great 
love of Jeſus Chriſt,which hee live- 
ly expreſled to you, in his death for 
you? Surely you will fay, the 
thought of the love is too bg for 
your mouth; you cannot through | 
you narrow-expreſſions, let our your 
ge conceptions, of Chriſts love 

ua his death, 
- 1 muſt profeſſe, if you can, | 1 
cannot : This head of demonſtra- | 1 
Un, is f.tier. for meditation, than 
| expreſſion, 
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expreſſion, And yet when wee have 
meditated the moſt of ir, wee ſhall 
never bee able to reach the height of 
it, The thoughts of Chrilts lite are 
{wallowed up by the thoughts of his 
death; His death doth ſer our his 
love moſt to the /ife. I will wind 
| | up this head with this concluſion; 
\ | You are. no Scholars i» Chriſts 
Schooljit you cannot read a large and 
long lefture of love upon Chriiſts 
| Croſſe, Letirt paſſe as an aphoriſm, 
; The love of Chriſt, expreſſed in his 
4 death, - ſo high above onr 
$ thoughts, that wee ſhall never bee 4- 


t ble to come to the height thereof,all our 
" life, His love tranſcends our ex- 
" preſſions, confounds our conceptions: 
c yet it mult be believed and applyed. 
x At preſent, I ſhall offer bur 


h three words, to help you in the 
ir ap lication of the tranſcendency 
hriſts love to belcevers, 

Firſt, and and wonder (O belee- 
1 ving ſoules) at this love ; Indeed it's 
4- fitter for wonder than words: Think 
an | upon this that I haye ſaid, and let 

I 3 your 
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your thoughts dwell upon the 
meditations hereot; and when in 
the working of your thoughts, you 
haveaſcended ro ſome heighr,thenyin 
the wonderment of your ſoles cry out, 

Q the d:pth of the love of Chriſt, 
which paſſeth . knowledge! Wonder 
and ſay, Lord Jeſus, what it man (by |} 
fon the worſt of creatures) 4nd what am 
I (by unbelief the _ of men) that 
thon ſhouldeft thus minde meas to bee 
born for megyo live, yea to\ dye} to de- 
clare love to me! that you would 
live, and loſe yauy ſelves: 1n+ the 
thoughts of your Saviours love! 
And when you have /sft your (elves 
(which you may interpret found your 
ſoules) in the botromleſſe gult of 
your | Lords love; their recover 
your ſpirirs again, and cry out, Ob 
the daz.ling heights! Ohthe confound- 
ig (yer comtortable » depths! Oh 4 Y 
the divine (yet immenſurable ) di- 
mexſions of the love of Chriſt, which 
paſſeth knowledge! » 

'2 Lament! O lament (bdecvers) 
when you conſider, that notwithſtanding 
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Chriſt doth thus love you, yet you are 
t09 too apt to neglett the conſideration 
thereof, and too too poor in it's requital!, 
That holy man (Mr, welch) wept, 
becauſe he ſaw his heart ſo dull, that 
hee cquld not conſider the love of Chriſt 
as be ſhould, and would, And truly, 
who can with a dry cye conſider, 
the negleEt of the. thought of the 
tranſceadent love of Chriſt what 
O ſoul , doth Chriſt love thee 
mueh, and doſt thou think on it 
burlicele? Canlt thou (ſpend daics 
and weeks in reading the fond far- 
cies af feigned loves? And haſt not 
thou an coke two meditate on the 
real royall leve of the Lord Jeſus? 
And as thout mindeſt it but ſeldows, 
{o thou requite/t it but ſorrily, What 
ſmall returns of love, hath Chriſt 
had from rhee, for this vat expence 
of loye upon thee? He loves us 
richly;put, alas, we loye him poor ty, 
His love peſſeth knowledge, none can 
Rand it ; and our loye in a 

{ad ſcnle , peſſeth kxowledge too, for 
noe can perceive it, How liccle, 
I 4 alas, 
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alas, do wces will wee forſake for 
Chriſt? (And yer hee torſook much 
for us. ) 

Hee torlook Heaver, and came 
into the world for us; and wee will 
not forſake earth (although it be to 
goc to Heaven) tor him; hee did 
much for us ( and counted it but 
little)hee liv'd from firſt to laſt for 
us; but wee doe but little for him) 
and yet wee count it much,grudging 
to give him the laſt and leaſt, 
though Satan hath had the firſt, 
and moſt part of our life, Hee, as 
you have heard,/#ffered tor us even 
fn it _ but which of ” c 
willing to taſte of ſuffering tor hum 
Tiw, jaws rd GA, I /rhey had a 
thouſand heads,they would leſe them 
all for Chriſt; yer theſe ſome arc bur 
few : For who of us would loſe 
oxe head tor him? Ignatius (in ftor- 
mcr times) (aid, hee was _—_ to 
endure fire, croſſe, butcheries,and all 
for Chriſt; bur rheſe are the latter 
dayes, and though his love was 
bot, ours is grown cold; wee" can 
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ſcarce endure a word, a jeery a ſcoff 
tor Chriit, Well, I beſcech you, 
and /igh,and ſay, Oh! how meanly do 
we require the love of Chriſt | He was 
born,lied,died ont of love to us; But we 
are ſo far from dying for Chriſt that we 
ſcarce are willing to live fel Chriſt 
Thirdly, 1nas much as Chriſt 
thus loves you ( O belceyers ) with 
a tranſcendent loves Be you ſatisfied 
herewith,and be content(1t it mult be 
lo ) to want the love of men, Its a 
ſhame that any who arc the belo- 
ved of Chriſt, ſhould moura tor 
not being loved of the creature, 
Why ſhould the Kings daughter,who 
hath ( or at leaſt ſhould ) forget ber 
kindredzand her fathers hoxſe,\Why(I 
lay) ſhould ſhe (ec. the beleeving 
ſou!)weepybecaule rhe ſeullion {coxns 
her » when the King himſclt cm- 
braceth her? Irs but meer chat you 
ſhould relt fatished in the. love of 
Chriſt , f{irh irs {o tranſcendent, 
Wherctorc,drink, waters out of thine 
own ciſtern ( O Chriſtian Yanl (| as 
Solomon faith) rejoyce with the _— 
4 Or 
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(or rather with Chriſt the hasband) 
of thy youth: let him beas the loving 


Hinde and pleaſant Roe;let bus breaſts | 


ſatisfy thee at all times. Do not erre, 
1n moxrning for the wantzor hunting 
after the enjoyment of creaturc- 
love; but erre alwaies, or ( as wee 


render it)be rav;ſhed alwajes with his | 


love, Bathe thy ſelt ( Oh belceyer) 
alwaics in 'Chriſts bolome ; live 
upon, and be contented with his 
love : Let others ſip, and drizk ( it 
they'l be fo weak) of the puddle wa- 
ters Of the creatures love;whi le thou, 
as wilc, neither exvieſt,nor deſireſt ts 
partake with themSurcly did you but 
remember this,that the love of Chriſt 
(towards you)paſſeth knowledge,you 
would not be diſcontented at the 
want of the love of any, or all the 
creatures; conſidering therefore that 
It 18 ſuch, be you contented wirh it, 
Its a fignthar the love of Chriſt paſ- 
ſeththy kaowledg,in the won 
wortlythercot, It in the midſt of thc 
abſcnceot all other loves,;thou canſt 
be content and fatisfied with this, 


SERMON 


nm 


| 
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EpHnt $, 3. ver, 19, 


4nd to know the love of Chriſt which 
paſſerh knowledge, 


EE are ye upon the 
conſideration of the 
tranſcendency of Chriſts 

P love to Bepevers ("And 

oh how ſweet is it to 

loſe our ſelves in this confiderati- 
on! ) How loath am I to leave a 
inr-of ſuck infinire neceffiry and 
eernefle 2? How gladly could I, 
not only /ive, but die in the decla- 
ration of the love of Chriſt to belec- 
vere I doubt not but the very men- 


is, | tion! of the point, Thar the love of 


Chriſt 
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Com*- 
mands 


Ipcak 'owe which Chriſt exerciſeth OVEr beleev- 


Chriſt to beleevers is a tranſcendent 
lov:, maketh the heatts of you to 
leap for joy, Tell me (O beleever) 


couldeſt thou not wiſh to have thine | 


cares ever followed with this 
ſound? T hat Chriſt loveth thee with a 
love paſſing knowledge, Soracthing we 
have already hinted , and ſome- 
thing more wee ſhall adde at this 
time; yet becauſe when I have faid 
all that T can about the tranſcen- 
dency of Chriſts love to belcevers, I 


ſhall come many thouland ſtepg 


ſhort of its height, I am reſolyed to 
ſay all that I intend to this point, 
at this time. 1 
Thercfore a little more to de- 
monſtrate this,T hat the love of Chriſt 
paſſeth knowleage, I ſhall intreat you 
to view 
Firſt, Hi command over them, 
Secondly, Hts care for them, 
Thirdly, His endeavonr, not only 
to. declare togbut to per ſwade bc- 
_ leevers of this love, | 
Firſt,If we do conſider the command 


ers, 


The tranſcendency of Chriſt's # 
_ lied” adds 
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ers, we ſhall ſee the trankcendency of 
his affteMion eveninthat; lr is Chriſts 
glory,that he is the K ing of the Saints 
(in a peculiar manner)and ir is his 
grace, that he exerciſeth that King- 
ly power ina {weet way. How ever 
he rultth the Nation with a rod of iron, 
yet herulerh the Saints with a golden 
Scepter,, Hence it is,that although 
in wrath, his iron rod break the 
Nations in peeces , yet his golden 
Scepter is Nil ſtretched ont in love, 
ro entertain the Saints.'  'You rea 
in Cant, 3, that Solomon made a 
Chariot of the wood of Lebanon, he 
made the pillars thereof of fitver , the 
bottome of gold, the' cover,ng of it of 
purple; the middeſt being PAVED 
WITH LOVE Cant. v, 10, That 
Chariot which Solomon made for 
himſelf z and in which hee rode, 
wighe-well {et out the Chariot in 
which Chriſt rideth up and down 
the world of beleevers, whom he go- 
verns, Indeed it is very glorious , 
and it glitters with beams ot Irgh , 
but withall it is yery "_ a5 


EY 
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_ 


being d with ſtones of dove; Love 
is an in which he {us, love is 
the Sceprter with which hee ruleth, 
and all his government is managed 
in ſuch a; way » as that. beleeyers 
may ſay, that he is the Lord of love 
even in his ruling of thera. Abſolow 
did bur, flatter, when hee ſtood by 
the way of. the gatc ,and kiſſed all 
that paſſed by{ and by it inſuuated 
how ſweetly hce would govern , if 
he came to the Kingdome , but thar | 
which was flatjery in Abſolomyis rea- 
lity in Chiltz'When any of the ſpi- 
rituall pilgrims come ( as belcevers 
do ) to. do him obeylance (as they 
ought to doe. » being .under his 
commanids.) hee putterh forth his 
hangs,and taketh them; and kiſſerh 
them, and doth not only; promile , 
bur perform tranſcendent loye in 
all his commands over thera; Bur 
to rcad this more particularly, you 
will ſee the tranſcendency 
Chriſts love diſcovered in his com- 
mand oye belecyers,it you-contider 
three things, wh 
ir 
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love to Beleevers. 


Firſt;Chrift layeth no commands upon 
beleevers hut ſuch as are full of love: & 
ſmeetneſſe, He reducerh all the De+ 
calogue to theſe rwo heads, Thu 
ſhalt love the Lord thy Godwith all thy 
heartzaug with all thy ſoul,endwith al 
thy mind:and thou ſhalt dove thy neigh- 
bour as thy.ſelf, Mat. 22.37.39. Well 
mught;John fay,T hat his Commande- 


ments are not grievonsz1 Jah.5.3.(the g,-.. 
word is burthenſome )and indeed $26.%s 
what burrhen 1s there in the come a-werghs 
-mands of Chriſt, unleſle love be a - 


burdemIndeed he might have com- 
manded(which & hu peculiar Prerg- 
gative)what he pleaſed;but he com- 
manded nothing but what is pleaſant 
in it ſelf, and will be {o to a ſancti- 
hed ſoul which is the tran{cer- 
dency ofthis love) A new 'Commande- 
ment ({aith he) do f g ive. wnto you that 
ye love one another,as Þ have loved you, 
that ye alſo teve one another, Joh. 13, 
v.34. Well may the Commande- 
mentbe called New, it being fuch 
as was neyer:given by any King be- 
hides .hunfelt ; And ſarcly there 
Was 
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was great love in his boſome to be- 
Jcevers, when hee only laid a bur- 
then, or acommand of Love upon 
their nay her _ _ Ways 
of pleaſantneſs,Prov.,z,17.1 ne walcs 
Li ot Chriſt. ( which are his Com- 
which ir Mands ) are waies of pleaſantneſſe 
vwſcd for (for I take itzthat Solomon there b 
che plez- witdome underſtandeth Chriſt, \ 
RO Beleevers, it you could but live 1n 
oY love, you would f/f; the Law of 
2 Sam.s your Lord; for-hce being a Lord of 
26. love to Yous Love 5s the fulfilling of 
the Law he layeth upon you. Yea 
fuch is the. tranſcend of his 
love to. beleeyers , that” hee lajeth 
no Commandement upon them, to do 
any thing ywhich hee did not bimſelf. 
Fleſh and . Blood may think 
it a hard , and a harſh Com- 
mand, ro waſh the feet of a poor 
beleeyer » a fellow ſervant : Bur 
grace will {ce the Command to be 
{weet , and lovely , ( and Jeſus 
Chriſt to be loving in laying this 
Command ) becaule it is no other 
than what himiclt hath _ be- 
Ore? 
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fore : Askthe {eryant whether his 


Lord be loving , who layeth no 
Cottumandement upon him, , bur 
that which is ſweet 1n its ſelf , and 
{weet in uts fruit, and no worſe 
than his Lord himſelf will under- 
take. Beleevers; it is your calc, all 
the Commands of your Lord Chriſt 
are {wect in themſelves, and (weer 
118 their fruit ; and they are (ſuch as 
he himfelt (while hee lived ) ſtoo- 
ped unto, Doth*not this declare 
tranſcendent love? 

Secondly,C briſt layeth all his com- 
wards in a way of love;that which he 
bidderh belecvers do ( who are un- 
der his command ) 1t is in a loving 
way: As the command 1s , fois 
the manner of irs impoſing; #, ec. 
{weer and loying. Ir is poſſible, that 
a {weet thing may be 1njoyned ina 


harſh way : An eafic commiande- 
ment in it ſelf may be burthcn- 
ſome in the way ofgrs impoſall. To 
command with a b-»ded fiſt, and a 
frowning forehead, is not to com- 
mand in a loying way: but now Jelus 
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The trazſcendency of Chriſts 


Chriſt, when' ever he commanderh, 
hee commandeth {weetly , ' and 
{milingly:he doth not lift up bis woyce, 
and ci'y ( as ſome underſtand that 
place) Eſa, 42.0.2. Hee doth not 
ſpeakin an auſtere, rough, rugged 
manner: But as the Lord is;(o 1s tus 
languageloving, Obſerve with what 
love he laycth his commands on 
belcevers; Tou are my friend 5,if you 
do what feever I command you,Joh.1s5 
14. He doth not threaten, and ſay, 
Iwill be your Foe, if you will not 
obcy; but if you do, you ſhall bee 
my Friends, And {0 again , 1f you 
love me keep my Commandements, FA is 
worth the noting, that grace may 
be ſaid to come m this reſpe& by 
Chriſt : He gave not his Law ( as 
Moſes did) with thundring and light- 
».1g,1na dreadiull manner; But he 
avec the Law to his Diſciples him- 
elt,ina ſweet and loving way. Hee 
beginneth his Sermons, with Blefſed 
are ye: And all his commands drop 
irom him like the drops of dew uper 
the tender graſſe He ſhall come down 
(ſaith 
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(faith che Pſalmiſt, P/al. 72.9.6, ) 
lihe rain npon the] mown graſſe, as 
ſhowers that water the earth, i, e, Hce 
ſhall come down ,. both ſoftly and 
ſweetly. ; this 1s ſpoke of Chriſts 
comming as a King ;-{o that you 
may fee the tranſcendency of 
Chrifts love aato youy in the man- 
ner in which hee layeth his Coms 

marndements on you, | 
Thirdly,Confider the end that Chriſt 
doth aimr-at in all his Commandement s 
and that will alfo: diſcover the 
tranſcendency of his love to belee- 
vers; Hee (zeks not himſelt , bur 
them; itt all his Commands, Hee 
r_ che _ wr cot _ 
—_— any thing himfelt, but 
that t ever may ger all; hee 
purreth them ro /abour mn his Vine- 
jard, thar they may have all the 
barveſ®, As it is inconſiſtent with, 
his Deity, tohave any thing added 
to himz » fo alfoit is inconſiſtent 
with his bve; Het purtcrh his ſer- 
vants to reapythat they raay have all 
the gorts and hee 7 few them ro 
RR work, 
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work, rather that he may give them 

wages, than that himlclt ſhall gee 

any thing by their workings. Take 
my yokg upon you ((aith hee) and you 

= finde reſt unto your ſoules.Chriſt 
aycth a yoke upon their necks, not 

ro burthemthem,bur to eaſe them;not 
to break their backs, but to refreſh 
their boſomes, Many Kings, and Ru- 
lers, aim at themſelves in their 
commands, and they ſeek too too 
often, rather their own greatneſle, 
than their Subje&s good, Bur ( be- 
leeve it) Jelus Chriſt your King, is 
'not\fuch an one; All that he aims 
at M his government is your good: 
The end of his Commandements 
are your comfort; As his govern- 
ment increaſeth oyer you, ſo his 
peace increaſcrh in you: This is the 
efteCt, and fruit of all his Comman- 
dements, not ſo much that others 
may take notice of his glory in com- 

»and:ng, as that you may find his 

grace in obeying, Indeed, loye is the 
work and wages of his Commar- 
dement ; hee therefore bids yau = 
Oz 


love to Beleewers, 
ſo, that he may love you; there- 
fore it 1s , that though you are 


» frail , and weak , and cannor 


obey, hee will be kind to love you, 
notwithſtanding all. 

So that now the Commands of 
Chriſt, being as it were love marer;- 
ally( in the ſubſtance) and love for- 
mally ( in their impoſals ) and love 
finally Cin their aim) what can you 
conclude from all this, bur thar the 
love of Chriſt, even to beleevers,is 
declared to be tran(cendent in the 
exerciſe of his command over 
then? 


dent love that Chriſt expreſſerh to 
belcevers, in the care that hee takerh 
of them for all neceſſities! He is not 
only a Lord to command, and to ſet 
rhemon work; but he is a Father to 
take cares and provide for his. And it 
is caſte to obſerye tranſcendency of 
love, inthe tranſcendent care that 
Chrift hath to provide for his, Food, 
and rayment, and lodging, arc the 

K 3 | leaſt 


Chriſts 
Second] - conſider the care that care ſpeaks 
Chriſt hath of them, O the tran{cca- 1svc- 
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Jcaſt things that can be taken care 
for;and ver you ſhall ſee Chriſt doth 
not only take caxe tor thega, but he 
doth take care for other things allo; 
ea,and as he doth take care that be- 
vers have food to caty(0 ir is of the 
fineſt(the kjdnys of the wheat,and the 
fineſt lower;)Raymentzandglorious 
raymentza howſe,% a brave one r00. 
Firſt, Chriſttaketh care that beleevers 
may have food to eat, Hee knoweth 
they muſt have bread,and theretore 
hee hath provided bread of Moonee 
knoweth they muſt have drink and 
therefore hee hath opened the ſealed 
fountain of the water of life, The care 
that God hathro fced his people in 
che Wilderneſſe, did demonltrate 
tus love unto them, that he gave 
them quails and mannab,&c, Belce- 
vers,while youare in the wilderweſſe 
of this world, your Lord hath decla- 
red his love, 1n making rich. provi- 
f10ns of ſpiritual foed for you: Hee 
h prepared the hiddey , manneh 
Which hee will give untq. you; A 
feaſt of fat things, full of marrenyof 
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wine os the Les, well refined, 28 it is 
Eſay.25.6,Nay, evenin the midd:/t 
of your enemies be hath prepared atable- 

for you: And not only that you 

may be ſure of food, but thatrthe 

ood might be {urpaſſingly ſ@cer,Hee 

h made _—_ to be meat for you, 

If it becrue, thar the Pelican feed:th 

her young ones with her own bloodgrhen 
that Bird may be a type of your be- 

| loved: His cl 15 meat indeed,and his 
| blood is drink, indeed; and this doth 
hee give for the lite of your fouls 
(O beleevers,) Cleopatra, that ſhee 
might ourvic Marks Antonies love, 
cauſed ( as the Hiſtory relateth ) a 
pearl of great price to be diſſolved, 
that he t drink, thereof: Chriſt, 
beleevers, harhdone more for you, 
and hath omrvied hey loyeto him ; 
Gold,and filver,v pearls, are but cor- 
raptible thingsin compariſon of this 
precious blood, and yer that blood 

| he hath prepaxed for beleevers to 
C drink,that they might live for ever, 
Secondly ,C briſt hath provided not 
only feed for the belly, bug rayment for 
K 4 \ the 
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the.back.toe, And as the food, ſoallo 
the rayment do tranſcend in love. 
Pal, 45. 4 garment of needle-work, rich, and 
14." - * coſtly attire, Chriſt hath provided for 
belcevers : When thou waſt naked, 
(belcever ) and hadit no cloaths to 
cover thee, but the fi/thy rags of thine 
own works(which did defile thee)ther, 
Ezek. 36, Even then he cloathed thee in broidered 
10,11, 12* work, and ſhod thee with badgers skins, 
13s and covered thee with fine linnen, and 
decked thee with ornaments, and put 
bracelets on thine hands,@nd a chain on 
thy neck, & a jewel on thy fertheady& 
ear-rings on thine ears, a beautifull 
Crown xpon thine headz& c, Thus did 
he adorn thee, aud thus did he array 
thee, and thou waſt exceeding glorions 
with the garments he put ' on thee; 
Greater love can none declaxe than 
this, to give another as good gar- 
ments as himſelt doth wear; why 
this doth Jeſus Chriſt, Inthe mount 
ot Tranſtiguration, ( Marth; 17. v. 
2, )-1t is faid, his rayment Was 4s 
white as the light * And when the 
Saints appeared to Jebn in his vis 
4 
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| ſion, they. appeared in ents of 
the ſame colour ;-it is ſaid , They 
were arrayed with white robes,Rey,7 


$20 re nr www is his garment, 


andfo1tis beleevers too, It was an 
act of great love to Mordecay( and 
; Faman thought the King could ex- 
prefle no greater)that the Royal ap- 
parrel ſhould be brought which : 
King uſed to Wear, and to be pur on 
him, VWhy,belcevers,fuch is thetran- 
{cendent love of Chriſt to his, in his 
care for your apparte, that the roy- 
al apparrel which he weareth himſelf 
is brought to you,and is put onyour 
{quls Now ( and you are all glorious 
within heregJand it ſhall be pur on 
your bodies hereafter; even that bo- hi 
dy which is now vile, ſpell be made Pl: 3-laſh 
glorious, like to his glorious body : 
And ICE ſhall = and 4 
appear '11 ns garments ory » gp 
Va ſha appear Sith him in the liks Fs ts 
And thenhe ſhall be admired, not 
only - #2 himſelf, but i you, 2Theſ:, 
Otranſcehdent love , that Jeſus» 
Chriſtfhould provide ſuch cloath-' 
wan pou \ jog 
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ing for us poor creatures! 
hirdly,es for lodging,Chrilt hath 
rovided thatlikew!le tor beleevers. 
Fideed himſclt had no houſe here on 
carth(1gt ſo much as a hole wacrein 
to lay /his head) and therfore belec- 
—__vers fare no worſer herethan he did, 
they have as gooda lodging as their 
Lord:Ia this world indeed have 
not a houſe to be inznor a bed to lye 
onſas,their own;)But as to hereafter 
* hehath provided a hoxſand that not 
a mean One, but a ion houſe, and 


_—— the bwlding thereof is brave ; It is 


a building of Godaand the bravery of 


it appeareth in this ( which was the 
bravery of Chriſts body, Heb.g.11.) 
that it isa houſe not made with bands, 
The Shaxamite diddeclare her love 
to the van of God, b making of him 
a litle chamber, = by ſetting a bed 
therCcing and 4 table, and 4 ffoole, and 
a caxdleſtick tor him, 2 King.4.10, 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhewerh greater love 
than this , in having provided 
a better room for beleevers ; not a 
title Chamber, but a great Moyer 
Fl 
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bed of glory, Abrahams boſome) 
not a. ſtool, bur a Throne,not a candle. 
ficke (no nor the Sunne) but him- 
ſelf, to beas 4 light, this not on the 
wall ( as it were without his own 

ace but even within,where him- 
ſelf is, in his own preſence, Fob, 17, 
24. Father ((aith he) I will that they 
whom tho haſt given me, be with me 
where I am, Conſider this,belcevers, 
Chriſt hath prepared as a 
houſe for you, as for himſclf, and 
when be was as it were, inthe entry 
thereof, he ſtood at the door, and 
did ina manner agree with the Fa- 
ther before hand, that- you ſhould 
come in as well as himſelf : and 
therefore it -was, (he ſaid) he went 


this declare, but r 
that he ſhould rake {uch care of be- 
leevers? 
Wee might adde, not onely that 
Chriſt hath prepared theſe cy 
* Waic 
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which are the neceſſaries, but hee 
hath prepared other things which 


are glorious, But oh, who ſhall bee | 


able ro declare all the gracious pro- 

vition which Chriſt hath made for 

his ! Whenas eje hath net ſeen, ne;- 

ther hath ear heard, nor hath it entred 

into the heart of max to conceive thoſe 

things; we will therefore break our 

with the Pſalmiſt, O how great is 

thy goodneſſe, which thou haſt laid up 

rIBY 454 ſecret treaſure (for ſo the word 

” 2” fignifieth) for them that love - thee, 

Tobide3s and beleeve in thee Pſal, 31. 19. 

hence 1 bus youſce the tranſcendent love 

py of Chriſt inhis care for, as well as 

PL bel 

s his command over belcevers, 

a ereafure. Thirdly, and laſtly, we might a- 

 bundantly. demonſtrate the tran- 

Chrifts ſcendency of Chrilts love to beleey- 


Owe 4 
ny erSgin his indeavonr to declare wt 


— be- [wade the hearts of beleevers of all 
leevers of this love, That Chriſt ſhould love 
his love; ar all; and love ſo much is tranſcen- 


Peameſl dent; But that he ſhould rake paines 


to pertoade the hearts of belceyers 
to belceye ;Eus, iS an addition to the 
tran- 
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tranſcendency of the love, Chriſt ſaw 
how backward we would be to be- 
leeve, and how hardly we would be 
brought to perſwade our (clyes, 
that indeed he did love us art all; 
theretore-it is, he took ſuch care, 
and made ſuch provifion, for the 
perſwading of the hearts of belec- 
vers to clole with the truth of this, 
that he loyed them, 1have ( faith 
he)declared thy name, and will declare 
itythat the love wherewith thou haſt l- 
ved me may be in them, This is the 
great work which he did -himſclt, 
when he was on carth,and which his 
Ambaſladors now doe in his name 
(now he is in Heaven) viz, To 
per ſmaderthe hearts of bis that he lov- 
eth them, \What a great deal of 
loye was there in that cry of his, 
when he was on earths: That if any 
cane to him, he would in ny wiſe caſt 
them out? And it they did but thirſt, 
they might come to him, and drink? 
How di6 he declare the ſtrength of 
his love, .in  perlwading ſoules to 
come to him, that they might taſte 
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and ſee how he loved them; It had 
been much, if Jeſus Chriſt would 
bave given a poor ſoul leave to love 
him, and would have accepted it 
upon his {ceking to him but that 
he ſhould /ave, and wooe us to love 
him, and take paines to make us be- 
leeve that he doth love us; This is tran- 
{cendent loye ! O bekeevyers, fuch is 
the ſtrength 'and rranſcendency of 
the love of Chriſt towards you, 
that when he was upon earth him- 
{elt, he ma-ic it his great work, not 
onely to tender. love freely,. bus to 
per ſmade yon to beleceve ir faily, And 
now he is gone to Heaven, he hath 
taken carc to appoun Ambaſſadors, 
and they alwayes in his \name doe 
beſeech youro belecve, rhat.he doth 
love you : And itis the great long- 
ing of his Yaul, to fill yon, not onc* 
ly with his own love, bur with his 

athers love roo, wherefocver rhe 
Gotpell of free grace doth found, 
the ſumme: thereof is this, That 
Gad ſo laved the world, that hee ſent 
his Sen.: And that Jeſws Chriſt ory 


uf 


— _ 


Fn 4 43 - 5 %. YO EY EECFRETY 


_ 
* * 


love to Beleevers, 


————— ——— 


' 


ſelf ſo 1:2144 paor ſoules, t hat he came 
himſelf, that if any would but belerve, 
they might have bim, and in buns ever- 
liſting life and love, 

Toal) this I might adde the con- 
ſidcrationof the eaſe price that Jc- 
ſus Chriſt ſerreth upon his love, 
which he tendereth; It is bur accep- 
zation, Itany:man will but come to 
(his boſomc) the fountain of love, 
he may take rhe waters thereof freely; 
that fountain is not a ſealed, bur 
an opex fountain : And this 1s the 
tran{cendency thereof, that it is 
open , eyentor thoſe, in whom there 
wasSa fountain of wrath and enmity 
flowing up, and that againſt him- 
{elt. Jay beerhren!- # you did 
bur confider, that the love of Chriſt 
paſſerb kexowleage, that in its naturez 
It 18 every wayFull, and'in irs render 
free ; And tha he protererh rich 
love to thoſe, who by narure were 
the children of wrath, and' that all 
thisis in a beſeeching wayz Certainly 
you. mult conclude, that the love of 
Chriſt is a tranſccadent love, _ 


The tranſcendency of Chyiſis 


that it paſicth knowledge; It was 
the tendernefle of the love of Foxa- 
than, and David, thatxt paſſed the 
love of women ; Thy love to me ({(aith 
David was wonder full, paſſing the love 
of women, Sam.1,v.26, Surely, be- 
leevers, the love of Chriſt-ro you is 
wonderfull (tran{cendently wonder- 
full )psſſing the love of women( paſſing 
the love of Jonathan and David) 
comprehending(as tormerly hath been 
hinted} yea and ſ#rmonning any, Or 
all the loves of all the creatures what+ 
foeever : Neither man, nor Angels 
could, or ever did, expreſie ſo much 
love, as Jeſus Chriſt hath nor ozely 
expreſſed, and declared, bur doth even 
zender, and beſceeh, beleeving foulcs 
to accept of. I ſhall adde no more 
for the demoaſtration thereof, but 
onely this; That when I have ſaid 
all thar-I can ( though I had all the 
m__— both ot Men and Angels) 
of the love of Chriſt, you that inde 
it 1n-your boſomes, will have rea- 
ſon to tell me, that the, one halt 
was not told you : For the _ of 
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Chriſt is ſuch, as all the Saints, 
who doin the fulleſt meaſure in- 
joy it, arenot able ro expreſle it, bur 
mult be fain to ceaſe (peaking, and 
ſo wrap up their foules in werr- 
dring at ity and cry , That ir is a 
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Betorc I come to the Applicati- 
O11, I ſhall briefly an{wer* rwo Ob- 
zetions which 'may come in, and 
be"-made againſt che truth of this 
Dotcrine. | 

O6, Firſt, ir will be objefed, If 
the love. of Chriſt be fo rranſcen- 
dent to bcleevers, Whence then comerh 
it to paſſe, that he permts. them often- 
times to lye ſo low, trat their enemies 
triumph; and inſult over them? Surely 
will come weak (for weakneſſe is the 
oround of the'Objetticn Jbelecver ſay, 
If Chriſt love me {o highly, why 
doth he'permit me to lye 1o low? 
If I'beſo neat to his heart, how is 
ir that he-fuftereth wicked men to 
tread upon me? It he layeth me in 
his boſome, why is ic thar he ſuffer- 
eth me to lye at the worlds tee? 

I Anſwer 
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w, 1, This may confiſt with 


| love; tell me ( thou weak, ſoul ) was 


not Chrilt the dearly beloved of the 
Father; and yet did not thefather 
exmit wicked men to. perſecute 
hims Canſt thou be revifed, uy 
ſconrgedyor crucified Wer ſe than be? & 
yet notwithſtanding all zhe was belo- 
ved of the Father,and that ina tranſ- 
cendent manner:in like manner 
thou mayelt be the beloved of Chriſt s 
ſexl, and yet be delivered into the 
hands of t hine - enemies(as it 1s) Jer, 
1 2.7. Nay, this is not onely conkiſt- 
ing with love , bur 
2 It is anall of love; for while 
Chriſt permits theſe: (afterings of 
thine, hee maketh thee ke unto 
himſelf, Ic is defired.of Paw! , as ir 
makes | him conformable unto 
Chriſt, Phil, 3, 10, Even & mourning 


Kavxwusr garment 15 glorious when it is the ſame 


EY 


i.,c. We 


boaſt in a 


that Chriſt weareth, What ſoul is 
there that may not, as it were, be 


glorying proudand glory in its rribulations(as 
manner, | the word {ignuficth, Rom.5.3.(when 
he conſidexeth in thews he #s made like 


is 
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ro Chriſt;yeaa ſuit of ſacks1oth is to a 


ſpiriruall 406i braye ', and fine, 
when the Lord of glory gocth in 
the ſave lon, 
'1 O6jet; '2 Brix {ome will obje&t 
turther, and ſay ; 1 4) not queſtion 
whether Chriſt loves me tranſiendes = 
Rua #f the ſufferings Þ lye wnder, 
nt rather becauſe of the deſer tions in 
which 1 am. Alas'I queſtion whether 
he loveth meat all; becauſe he with- 
draweth himſelf from me ſo long:much 
more reaſon have 1to queſtion,whether 
be loverh me'tranſcendently;ohile 1 ſee 
him alrogethier deny me his company, 
Indeed wa fenſe, Ithink char jthe 
love of Chriſt paſſerh knowledpe (for 
T'know but*liccle of Chriſt”) Me- 
thinks 1 ſee tim withdrawn; I will 
not deny but he hath ſweet ftniles, 
but I am a ſtranger to thoſe {miles. 
Time way, when 1 though hee 1o- 


ved merranſcendently , but now 1 
fear hee loverh me notarall,for hee _ 

deferreth-me. | 
Arfw, To ſuch a foul as objeas 
thus, I would ſay bur-three words. 
L 3 Firſts 
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. Firlt, T beſe ſe nib among {aug 
(whercot - 5 complayel are but 


Nore this 


Y 
Miad this 


in ſhew, not. in ſubſt ance,. | The Sun 1S 
bur ablent 1 in ſhew, hen it doth 
not ſhine, it 1s rome {til], 
oo a cloud: fave often th 
that Chrilts.withd caving this _ 
{pe&t, may be called xarher bis con- 
® cealed preſence, yg hu real abſence. 
He! was, cloſe. by Mary, although: 
ſhe did nor, ſee & He. was in the 
company of . his Diſciples, though 
they new_itmot: His prelence was 
not mauiteſt (not becauſc his perſon 
was not there, 'but ) becauſe their 
ee; were beld, that they; ſhowd not 
know him, L«ke,24,v. 16," 
Secondly; : Theſe mwuhdrawing i 
(whercof thou complaineſt) 'ars nor 
rotal; Chriſt never {o' w aweth 
from the. belceyer, but he leaveth 
ſomething behind, | he putteth. in his 
=! befors he gee (as iris Cam, 5, 
4.) . And lurely, zhis hand was nc- 
ket. Ro if he be abſent, in ſhining, 
he is preſent in ftrengthni Ag; ; though 
he droh notappear rich jn loyc, yer 
le 
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he © 15  {till* preſent, up olding th 
like, The: very breath that thou 
breatheſt ( poor deferred creacure ) 
doth declare 'rhat Chrift  is-preſent 
in {ſome meaſure: It were impoſ- 
{ible that thou' ſhouldelſt breath, if 
Jeſus were' not (within thy boſome; 
thy weepings after him, ate de- 
monſtrations, that it ſome meaſure 
he is with"thee.- ' 

Thirdly, Chriſts departure will not 
be final, hee will be found again, 
though he be notfelt now : And when 
he cometh he will make rich amends 
for his abſence, This (aid Mr. Peacock, 
after this delcrrion, The Seais not 
more full of water, nor the Sun more. 
full of light; than my heart is full of 
Joy,the joy that T feel in my heart is in- 
cred/ble, Ah ſaid another poor ſoul, 
(rhat had cryed Chriſt was gone) 
He is come, he is tome, he hath kiſſed 
me with tht kiſſer of his lips, his love 
is better than wine, he batÞ not decei- 
ved me, ntither will he deceive uny. 

I ſhall therefore retort the "Argit- 
ment thus, Though beleevers grve 
L3 + Cort 


I49 


N om RT TOY OE IE s 
tt _—_—— i. — In = 


I 50 The tranſcendency of Chrifts 


— 


Chriſt occaſion to got 4wa) Very often, 
pet Chriſt never goeth away alzogether, 
but even in hu conceived abſence, 
vouchſafeth a concealed preſenceaud at 
bu ſenſble return makgth rich amends 
for bus ſtaying and going away : Whar 
doe theſe deglarey bur that his love 
rrons7 wy 6 the Text 
) nawleage, 

BS OT ail the by wy 

of Application, viz, 


1 Information, 
H Reproof, 
A word of yz Exhortation, 


Per ſm A 

Firſt, for ſnformati as much 
aS It is thus clear, {t loves 
his, with tranſcendent loye, then' ir 
may inform us of. thele four 
Firſt, in the deſervedneſſe of that 
great, and dr eadfull cur ſeywhich Pau) 
denounceth ag ainſt thoſe who lave not 
Chrift,x Cor,16. 22, It any man love 
»ot the Lord Jeſus,tet bimt be Anathe- 
»1a, Mgranarbe, is,let him mm 


love to Beleevers, 
ſed with the higheſt , and greateſt 
deg c of curſing that may be poſ- 
- ſible; for of thoſe three degrees of 
curſing » which the Jews uſed in 
their threefold excommunication), 
this of Anathema Maranatha was the 
higheſt; andir includes as much as 
this,Let the Lord came,and ſtrike this 
per ſon with eternall perdition. And tell 
me. do not thoſe deſervedly ex- 
pole themſelves to this dreadtull 
curſe , who do not love {uch an 
oneas Jeſus Chriſt is; who loverh 
all his with a, tranſcendent love? 
- Mind this, wretches ! ( you who 
lovenot the Lord Jeſus ) what can 
you fay tor your {clves, that you 
ſhould nor lye under this curſe? 
Why donat you love Jeſus Chriſt 
what realon have you tor i? Is nor 
he lovely, fairer than the ſons of men? 
Is nor he /oving? Doth not his1love 
to his,pals the love of womem Were 
' Chriſt unkind , you might with 
. fomepretence plead, that you' have 
' realon-not to love him; but being 
ſo kind, ſo loving as that he open- 
KS eth 
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eth his” boſome » -and-letteth -out 
tranſcendent love to. all that. are 
his : Certainly, you. may cxpett , 
and that juſtly, to be accurſed in 
this high degree , for not loving 
Chriſt, 

Secondly, See bere the true ground 
of a beleevers glory, Is it not a 
ground of glory to: be. belaved of 
Chriſt , with ſuch a tran{cendent 
love as you have heard: Well may 
belcevers make their beaſt of. Chriſt 
all the day long; and well may they 
glory in the loye that they enjoy ; 
tor why? that love is trantcendent, 
paſſing knowledge. None of all the 
{onncs or daughters. of : men have 
any. , ſuch. - juſt , ground of glory 
(though they ſhould enjoy the love 
of all the creatures.) as beleevers 
have , who do enjoy only the love 
of, Chriſt, For that: love they 
have, in hun , tranſcends and 
excells, (and that infinirly:) all thac 
love which any. can have tron all 
the creatures, Let the, world: falfly 
- and fondly. brag of their CEAnres 
OVCS 


love £0'B eleevers ” 


loves ( and: pity them: (Oh belee- 
vers!) when you (ce them do fo: ) 
But rejoyce your ſelves in the mean 
times with joy exceeding great,and full 
of glory: And the point will bear 

ou out init, for you have luch a 
OVC) AS is not to be tound in all the 
world beſide, Having the love of 
Chriſt, you have that love. which 
paſſeth knowledge. | 

And {urely, belcevers, it the men 
of the world rhink they have good 
ground to glory 1n-this, tharthcy 
enjoy the Low /ave,(though of ſome 
ſeeming great creatures) you-have 
much - more ground to rejoyce , 
who enjoy this high love, of him 
who is indeed | greater than all the 
creatures (Jeſus Chriſt }, Domegu 
think they : have. juſt grown4 
to fit and glory , in that they 
ſip the puddle ' drops , of crea- 
tures loves > Have not you ' more 
gtound ,. and 'that julter , -- and 
trucr gy. to {ing and glory. un this, 
that you -dvink- in. rhe pure 
love of Jeſus Chriſt? whiph. is fo 
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{weet , {o cxcellent, and ſo tran” 
ſcendent , as that it paſſeth know- 
ledge, 

Thirdly, jn as much as Chrift /+- 
veth beleevers with 4 tranſcendent ©; 
leve;then ſee here the riſe and ground 
of all that which Chriſt doth for them, 
Y ou wonder belecycrs(at leaſt you Y; 
»ight)and that juſtly; whence it i; 
that Chriſt doth - {ſo much tor you, 
One whilehe is filling you with his 
anſearchable riches:anorther while he 
is crowning you with his own g lor; 
Now you have him giving p_ 

m 


choice gifts,and anon you have 
briaging of = choyee graces: In 


this duty you havehim imbracing ot 
your fouls in his arms; And inthat 
gy you find him &:f7pg you with 
the kiffes of his lips;and you Are Ica- 
dy to crv outyPhence is it that Chrif 
doth all this for me) "One while thou 
art fck,and Chriſt viditeth thee, and | 
maketh thy bedzand fireth by thy bed 
fleorherwhiles thou goeſt abrocdand 
Chriſt walkerh with thee, and thou 
leaneſt upon himz as wan ny be- 


ved 1 
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lrvtd,\ Now thou art in the wil- 
- Bderndfle (ir may be under ſome ba- 
niſhment) and Chriſt commeth to 
- Bthee: And anon it may be thou art 
in priſe» (under fome reſtraint) and 
Chritt viticerbthee there roo? And 
: Ball this maketh thee cry our, hence 
is it, that my Lord ſhowldthns come to 
me? Why ſcethe Pointzand in that 
B{ce'the cauſe; He loverh thee(O be- 
leever)and he loved thee with a tran- 
ſcendent love : And hence it is, that 
he dath all that he'doth for thee, and 
iveth all thathe beſtowerth on thee, 
You wonder why "Chriſt ſhould 
ſanFifie fuch unfanttified hearts as 
yours arc, & cleanſe by the waſhing 
f water,and by the words{uch impure 
| rits as yours be: And you are rea- 
Ca- ; toſay, Whence is it that the Lord 
of glory _ ſtoop to waſh ſuch a crea 
twreas 41 am? Whence cop cage - 
e fect Aw all;and bow ,hhoul 

w' waſh x Ix of ſuch a creature 
2 you be? Hence it is (beleevers) 
Chriſt hath loved youz and thar 
| with a tranſcendent love : Wonder 
ol | : | nor 
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not; therefore henceforth Cunleſle 
it be with the wondring, why Chriſ 
doth any tiingy or all things, for 
you) there 1s a. reaſon, yea 'great 
reaſon (though ot i you ) yet in 
himſelf : It is this we have been 
(peaking of, #, e.. the tranſcendent 
love he beareth to you. 

Fourthly , let "this inform be- 
leevers,.that (ſth Chrift loveth then 
with atranſcendent love) at all times, 
they have then a juſt: grownd to att 
their \aith-upon him in any caſe, Why 
is it(Obelcever)that thou doubreſt, 
whether\. Chriſt \wilt: do this for 
thee, or give that to. thee , when 
as thou confiderett he” loverh'rnee 
with {tucha tranſcendent loye? up- 
onall occaſions, a& your faith ( O 
ye childrcn of faith) in your be» 
loved : whar ever 'it is that: you 
want, and he hath ; whatever it be 
that thou! wouldeft have, and he can 
give, Belceve. thar' Chriſt will -not 
let thee goc withotn i; tor why, he 
laveth - thee with a tranſcendent 
love,  . 7 po 
' : n 
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love to Beleevers, 157, 
" dathtee caſes more particularly : 
arid this truth will inform. you: of the 
© 12re ground that, belcevers have to 
_ a&ttheir faith on Jeius Chrilt, 
x Fixſt , : in ca(e of hearing of their Theſs 


prajers; Surely he that fo tranſcen- ,;.” 
xc dently ; lover their perions, Will red 
cy without doubt hear theit prayers, ar in the 
be Thou: fayc{t ( O-beleeving ſoul ) firt Ser. 
"{ thow haſt great neceſhties( and they _— 
; force thee ro make many prayers.) fy1y. 
wr Thou ayeſt, thar. Chriſt can help 
h thee at all hands ( and therctore 
) | thouart opting upon hm at all times) 
>: But thou ſayclt, will hee hear mee ? 
Why-fſhouldeſt thou not belceve 
Kl'F that he will,, when thou conſidereſt 
= the; txan{cendent love he bearcth to 
A thee? The love that is in his boſome 


Co SI" 5 will open his ears, tO 
e catliings that -- come 
NY trom thee. Indeed, fometimes. hee 


bo may ſeem to be deaf,and not hear thy 
prayers;and ſometimes alſo he may 
7} ſeem harſh,and not accept of thy per- 
Jon: Butit isro try thy faith : For 
notwithllanding ., hee will --hear 
thee, 
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thees and- accept of thee, in what 
thou deſireſt accord/vg ro his will, for 
thy good, that he may \ declare -his 
tranſcendent love. - YoutknowY. 
Chriſt ke = n_ Adore 
4$and [cermead 10 pea riPN To Ry; 
_— - all rhe while thather 
looked ( as it were) {ourly upon her; 
and {pake (as it were) ſadly againk 
herzyer even thea' did his bowels 
toule for her, and even then was 
there love in his boſome to her : 
And: therefore + though ( tor a 
white) he ſeemed to deny, thar hee 
ight try the facerity of her 
faithz-yet. afrerwards he granted 
her #equeſts, rhat-he might declare 
therealiry of his own love, li rhis 
caſe\ Ttheretore 'yon' have a © fure 
ou x _—_ Q beleevers, 
IK Wil not. F your prayers, 
becaufche loverh your perſons, and, 
the more tranſcendent his loye 4s 
towards the one, 'the more ſurc 
may you be that he will hear che 


Kr, 
Secondly, in aſe of - obtaining 
connſell 
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counſel from Chriſt, and Knowing the 
wind of Chriſt. This Pain, will in- 
form 'us if a-fure ground of faith, 
_and low, (O belecycr) love will 
open Chrift's boſome, and. let thee ſee 
the counſels that are there : Suxcly 
hee will counſcl thee in caſc of 
doubts, becauſe he loveth thee; as he 
doth : Thou {ayeſt here .is a Scru- 
ple, and there isa queſtion , and I 
would fain know the mind of Chriſt 
conceraing this or that : Bur how 
can I hope that cver he will opea 


4 

hee his mind to me, cirher in_ the one, 
her # or about the other > Why fayelt 
ted | thou fo (:Q belceyer 2 ). is nor his 
are | wanſcendent love, a good: ground 


tor the ating of thy faith, an this 
cale > Verily becaviſe his heart #5 to 
thee, therefore it will be with rbee 
(That I may alkidero thac phraſe. 


id, 8 of Judges 16, v. 15,) How ever Dal» 
is | blah {aid to Simpſon, | Haw  canſt 
arc | thon ſ@y, i] lovethre, when thine hart 
he | #5 not withme: thou haſt no realonto 


fay, as ſhedaid '(in{uch a way as ſhe 
did :) Thou mayclt bcleeve thar his 


heart 
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heart will be with thee, becauſe thou 
heareſt thathe loverh thee. I would 
fain perlwade my ownheart, and 


yours alſo, in thele times. of doub- 


ting, and of darknefle ( in which 
wee need counſel}, and would bee 
glad to know the Mind of Chrilt 
more)I would I ſay, perſwade mine 
ownheart, and yours alfo, ro this 
Point,- to a& faich upon Chriſt in 
this caſe: , whatever the rruth of 
{uch a'Scyipeure be ( as youwould 
know ) or of fuch a queſtion ( as you 
would : fain be reſelvedin. ,) Sith 
Chriſt loyech you with a tranſcen- 
dentlove ;” att faith in this caſe , 
T hat in due time, hee will reveal Cyc! 
the oncyand the orher to thee, 
Thirdly /, Chriſts rranſcendenc 
love giveth a ſure ground of faith 
#nthecaſeof rai ing #p of the ſaints ont 
of ſuffering, Verily(O you children 
of faith and love) belceye it, Jeſus 
Chriſt who loverh -you inſuch a 
tranſcendent manner (as you have 
heard ) will not let you alwaies be 
thole great  ſufferi ngs 
Whuc 
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which you doe: His great love 
C for the - preſent ) maketh him 
ſympathize with you ( in all your at - 
fliftions, he is afflifted,) Men that 
perſecure you, they perſecute him 
that loverh you: He looketh upon 
your ſufferings as his own, ( And 
becauſe hee loverh you ſo tranſcen- 
dently , ce will cre long tell thoſe 
that perſecute- you, the ſame ter- 
ribly) belecve it , Chriſt thar hath 
appcarcd tro you in this, {aying, / 
have loved you with an everl{aſting 
love, and therefore .with loving kind- 
eſs have I drawn you ont of the ſtate 
of ſms will alio ſay unto you, / ds /ove 
Jou with atranſcenent love, & there- 
fore with the ſame lovins k'naneſs will 
I draw you out of the ff xte of ſulfe- 
rings, ( I ay ) A& faith ( O belee- 
vers |) uponthus ground of Chrilts 
tranſcendent lov, even a (weets and a 
fingular faith ,/ in-the caſe of deli- 
vering you our of (uffcrings. As he 
will not a[wayes ſtrive h:mſelf with 
you, ſo-neither alwayes wil he ſuffer 
wicked mcn to tramiie 0a you 


be- 
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becauſc hee knoweth ( and his love 
maketh him afra/d) leit your ſpirits 
ſhowld fail, as under the one, 1o un- 
der the other, 

{{ſe. Secondly, It may be a word 
of KReproof, This point, that Chriſt 
loveth his with a tranſcendent 
love, may jultly repreve the world, 
yca » and the Saints themſelves 
al[s, 

/Fiſt, It may reprove the world, 
who arc ready, not only to think , 
but ro {ay ( as hee in the Parable ) 
that Chrilt is an auſtere man, Luke 
19.21,No my brethren,Chrilt, you 
(ee, is nor aufterc, bur ſweet : As 
his name is, {o 1s his natute, love ; 
and that in a tranſcendent manner, 
Be reproyed,wretcheson entertainin 
unkind, or reviling thoughts of C briff 
You wrong him in his love , and 
your ſelves in the truth, while you 
think, or ſay » that hee is not a 
loying Lord ; you ſhall ere long 
not onely ſce that hee loverh, bur 
that hee loverh all his, with a love 
paſſing knowledge, 


But 
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But PD erence the Saints 

alſo, who are ready very often to 
ar? if not the reality, x of tran 1 
dency af Chriſt s love,Be reproved;for 
ſayings Chriſt loveth you nor ar all, 
or if hee doth, bur very lictle ; for 
you hearxthat he loverh even all his 
with a tranſcendent love. I pro- 
fefle it is ſadde to ſee, upon what 
petty poor occaſions, even belce- 
vers themlelves are ready to queſti- 
on ( at leaſt the greatnefſe ) of 
Chriſts love. If hee denieth them 
(Gough but a yanity ) yet becauſe 
rheir heartsare fer upon it fo much) 
they think that his heart is not 
{et upon them art all , ſuch is their 
weakneſle, they are ready to think 
that Chriſt loyerh chem bur a little, 
becauſe hee doth not give them » 
( happily a knite, which hee fceth 
y would uſe to cut their own 
throat with.) Your boſomes, O be- 
leevers, will hint you the particu- 
lars in this caſe, and therefore I 
paſle them «1 Onely ler the word 
of reproof tall upon you, who for 
M 2 a!ly 
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any. occaſion , whether great - or 
(mall, dare to queſtion the tranſ- 
cchdency of Chriſts loye ; when as 
youſce it to bea clear truth ( writ- 
tenas with a Sun-beam upon your 
{ouls and bolomes ) that the love 
he loveth you with, is paſſhng 
knowledge. 

Ute, Fhicdly , This point is a 
word of Exhortation, to exhort be- 
leevers (upon the confideration of 
this tran{cendent love , which Chriſt 
beareth ro them ) to doe ar lealt 
theſe four things, 

Firſt, Tremble to think that ever you 
ſhould ſin againſt him, who loveth you 
ſo much, View thy {s(O beleever) 
in the light of thy Saviours love ; 
and when thou {cecſt the tranſcen- 
dency of that love which is in his 
bolome towards thee z then - fit 
down, and bleed to behold thy 
great {unnings againſt him, Then 
wdced hath tranſcendent . love a 
ſweet working upon thy ſpirit , 
when as the thoughts of ir can 
make thee mourn tor thy finnes, 

| How 
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How ſweetly did love work upon 
that woman ( who was a fruner ) 
when ſhe taſted the tranſceadent 
love of her Saviour ? The fight of 
the great love which was in his bo- 
: fome towards her, makes her fir at 
his feety and weep. bitterly At - the 
thoughts of her {1ns. For the prefear, 
I will not diſpute the point whether 
mourning for ſin before cloſing with 
Chriſt can bee ſincere , Sure I amof 
this, that after c/ofing with Chriſt, 
and taſting of his love, then mournin 
for fin 1s moſt ſweet : Aud thou R 
nothing in the world melt the 
heart for {inne, yet the thoughts of 
the love of Chriſt will, Well,be- 
leevers, let it then have ſuch a work 
inyour boſlomes, O let his tranſ- 
cendent love( which you may, read 
written with the b/pod of his heart ) 
difſolve thine adamantin: heart: And 
let it make thee moyra tor thy 
{innes greatly, They ſhall ſee him 
whom they have peirced, and monrn 
(faith the Scripture) Zach, 12, 10. 
Why ( belceyers ) doe you ſee him 

M 3 , whom 
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whotri you have peirced with your 
finnes? Donor you mourn, eſpe- | 
cially - when you fee him 1a the 
light of love ? 1f{ay no more bur 
this, - either you haye not taſted 
this'tranſcendent love of Chriſt, or 
elfe your {pirits are very much har- 
dened, if the ſenſe and thoughts 
thercot do not cauſe you to mourn 
for fume, Therefore ler this word 
of Exhortation finke ty- imo 
your hearts ( O'beleevers ! ) weep, 
and weep reares of blood, to think 
that ever you ſhould finne againſt 
Jeſus'Chriſt, who hath writen in his 
own blood rhis'rruth, that he loveth 
you with a love/paſſing knowledge, 
Secondly, Be exhorted to be ambiti- 
ous t9/anſwer this tranſcendemt love of 
your Saviour, with the like, Lertthis 
love of thy Lord, be the loadſtore 
of thy love ; Let ir conſtrain thee ro 
love him tranſcendently, who '1o- 
veth thee ſo. I know its impofſi- 
ble that thou ſhouldeft \parallel' ir, 
(which is the glory of 'Chriſts loye 
yet ſtxive at leaft roimitate a 


Nel 
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will be the glory of thine. ) Do 
not content- thy (clt to love him 
- tele, that loved thee much; Sith 
Chriſt hath loved thee richly, bee 
aſhamed to love him bur poorly, 
Ambition in this reſpect will be a 
grace, 1t(o be that the fire of Caril!s 
love to thee, (er thee in flames of 
preat loye to him: O! be ambitious 
todeclare as much as inthec lycth , 
the exceeding grearnefle of thy love 
to thy Lord, 
Mirandsla notes itas abadg of love 
that it makerh the per ſon willing,yea 
CT defirons to ſuſſer for the party =_— 
ed.Belecvers,Chritts love ro youzhad 
{uch a work as that,an4 it your love 
to him. hath nor yer riſen {o high 
as to.defire to ſuffer tor himzyer ict 
it at leaſt riſe thus highzas tt be wil- 
ling ta ſuffer any thing for him, :f 
bee callthee to it; It will be a {weet, 
and a {ure charaQeer of love. 
As Chriſt wrote a. Jerter of 
love to thee in his own blood: So 
do thou ( upon occaſion) writs a 
letter of loye back to him, in rhe 
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ſame rubrick, The love of Chrift 
({aith Pax!) conſtra:neth us, bicaufe 
(ſaith he)we thus judge,&c,2 Cor.c.5, 
v.14, the conſideration of- Chrilts 
love had a conſt raining power 5 
Pauls (pirit,% he could not chuſe but 
judge this, that if Jeſus Chriſt dyed 
fer hm, hee ſhould be willing'ts dye for 
Chr:/t, Thea is a Chriſtian ſweetly 
exerciſed, when as the Golden ball 
of divine love,'is toſſed roo and a- 
gain, berween Chriſts bofomeg, and 
1s, Let this thetetore ſinkintoyour 
ſpirits, labour roi anſwer. £ © 'belee- 
vers ) "this "rranſ{cendent ove of 
Chriſt rowards you which paſſeth 
knowledge, J e 
Thirdly, «pan 4ll occaſions, have re+ 
conrſe tothis FPanſcentent love, Popu- 
tus me ſibilaty"&o. '( as the muler 
ſaich ) people deride mee abroad , 
bur 1 comfort! my felte;* when I 
comc home, (he meant by:ldoking 
into-his boxes; aid there ſteing his 
gold.) Belcevers, though the world 
ceride you abroad ; yet you may 
have rccourſetothis loye of LG 
an 


\ 


LAA6 


love to Beleevers, 


| —_ —————— 


, and comfort your ſelves when you 

come home : ha look as 1t were into 
the glorious box (Chriſts boſome) 
and there ſee that , which (I am 
lure to: thee) is better than gold, i4 


eſt, his grace, Weak. people: are , 


tus farre- wiſc, as they have their 
& little bortles. of ſpirics;-and cordi- 
als to-carry abour with! them , ro 
refreſh them when they. are faint ; 
Beleevers, you (eclpecially you that 
are weak ) imitate their wi{dome: 
Let thus bott le:of Chrift 1 tranſcendent 
dave, alwayes bc in thy:bolome, and 
have recourſe: ro.this;; Retreth thy 
{pirirs '\upon all occations/( efpect- 
ally when- thou 'beginnettro-taint ) 
and withour doubt, there is a _rc- 
freſhitig” -pawer 111 / this. .tranſceny 
dent love of Chriſt, ro keep) up your 
hearts from fainting -under'rroubles 
r (as we [ſhall {ce inthe next/pount , 
when-we come to/ it.) Jeſus Chriſt 
in his trouble had recourſe to: bns 
tathers Jove, why thei in'any trou- 
ble; have nor you recourſe to Chrilts 


love? : 
Fourthly 
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Fourthly,"( In as ntuch as Chriſt 
loycth all his with a- tranſcende! 
loyc) let it be your care ( O beleevers ) 
to imitate your Saviour: Love all his 
as he doth, | with {uch a tranſcen- 
dentlove. Releved, if Chriſt have lo- 
ved #5,we onght then to love oue anc- 
(O beleevers) be-per- 
{waded to have (alc in your ſebves,and 
t0.love one another,and that 
ly,ſith Jefus Chriſt doth the 
Chriſt (in this) as deat 
be you walkers iz love 
one to another , as Chriſt hath le- 
ved you all; who cyer they 
are belcevers, Chriſt loveth them 
very dear,: becauſe they 
He doch: fogwhy ſhould not you? C) 
that where eycr youſcethe light of 
Chrifts' love (uning upon any bo- 
fome, thar-rhere you would cauſe 
our love wy ſhine _ u 
ne: Elpecially t 
you do. not frown uponthoſe, on 
whom Chrilt doth ſmile, You have 
hcard/(anJ therefore mind it) that 
Chriſt loycth all his with 
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riſt } cendentlove, therefore rake in this 
Ent | exhortation alto; who ever they bethat 
14) | belong to Jeſus Chriſt (chough in ma- 
his Þ ny things difter from thee) yes 
Cy let them have thy love, for this one 
le-] thing, viz. Chrift in them: Arlcaſt 
0-4 karntolovethem real/z,becauſe you 
ci-J hear Chriſt loyeth them tranſcer- 
«ul dently,Chriſt loveth different Saints 
ar-y with the ſame love : ſure T amthar 
BeY beleevcrs, of all, or any opinions, are 
_ wage Chaids ion, and 
: are unhappily, it may 
6-} bryerring about ſome truths; yer they 
ut arcallol chem happy inthe injoy- 
cmy menr of this truth, that Jeſus Chritt 
S :} loveth them all with a love paſſin 
() mood Sad irisroſee the clook 
y one upon » Wh 
0- I arcyctall beloved of Jeſus Chriſt : 
1 Bur adder it is to fee any Saint 
cf Jook upon' another with a frown- 
at ing conntenance, when -as Chriſt 
oy tooketh upon him as well as upon 
VCB himifelf, with a ſmiling face, Who 
a} doth not bleed- to ſee one beleever 
to 'write a book of revikngs 
es 1 , againſt 


The tranſcendency of Chriſt 
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againſt another, when as; you look 
upon the Goſpell (- as a glorious 
book of love ) writted . by Chritt 
tothem all ; T ell ir not in Gath, pub- 
liſh it.nat in the ſtreets of. 4skelon : O! 
let not the danghters of the unbelo- 
ved triumph, to ſee: you who are the 
highly beloved ones of Jeſus Chriſt tra- 
ducing and reviling one another, | (ay 
no more butthis{ith]eſysChritt doth 
lovealthe Saints,andevery belicyer, 
with atranſcendent loye,do you who 
are belcevers (and {o, ſhare in rhe 
ſweernelle of this truth)do the like. 
Fourthly,, I ſhall adde but a word 

of perſwajron,: and let it be to per- 
{wade all\ choſe ,, whor:as yet are 
Ptrangers to Teſus Chriſt, to came in 
#ntohim,, Othat you could behold 
the glorious beames { of |tranicen- 
cent love -rowards: all beleevers ; 
doubtleſs ſuch a {1ght as: that, could 
not chuſe ; but; work- upon your 
hearts, and; ſtrangely .draw . your” 
{pirits ro. cloſe. with -him , who is 
o lovely-in,himſelt, and fo loving 
uato his wandring! ſgules , that. 
CITC 
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erre up and down the Wilderneſſe 
Us of the world : Ketwrn'( yee jm- 
TY LLE ) «unto holds' of love, kiſſe the Son, 
;. {imbrace Jeſus Chriſt, know , hee 
)} $55 the Lord of love : One whoim- 
,.. {Þraccth all thar come to hin irce- 
,. $y; and then loyeth them. all cran(- 
4. | ccndently : Tear vouare ignorant of 
| this truch , that-Chriſt Jagerh his 
4 with a love paſſing kyow 
And it may b: you 


L, | SUOTANnce 
f: of this, keeperh- you trom cloſing 
ho with him; Bur know it now 3 
. and be pertwaded ro come to Chriſt; 


4 jo clole with -him, to imbrace his 
Goſpell, ro love his truth,. to be 
converſant in his ordinances, as 
, | knowing) if you be, you ſhall have 
] love from him which pafleth know- 
ledge, Bee contented now to break, 
off from the wayes of finne, and va- 
ty, and come into the wayes of 
righteonſneſſe ; Bee contented to bid 
the creatw#re adicuy and now be wil- 
ling to. imbrace Chriſt, do not ſay 
if you. take up.Chriſt in his Goſpel 
and in his wayes, Friends will 
leave 


SECS EY VE NY F'3 ann 


The tranſcendency of Chriſts 


lrave you, and the World will loath 
you, and the Devil will ftirre up 
the Sonnes of Belial —_ you: 
It matrers not, tho e Crea- 
_ leave ___ ws 104- 
race You ; loath you, 
Chritt will ave you. And what 
need you fear the tifing up of the 
Sonnes of Belial, when you ſhall 
enjoy the loves of Chriſts bolome? 
Heare and give eare, (O ye children 
of folly) bee wiſe at leaſt once, and 
you ſhall taſte love. Chriſt cal- 
leth you all, whoever on bee, 
come to him, imbrace him cor- 
dially, and you ſhall fand him 
loving you tranſcendently. I have 
faid all ( and happy I were, and 
you too ) it I could but prevail 
with you tro bee drawn to Jc- 
ſus Chriſt with theſe cords of 
love. 

Howeyer you ate Sage 
to K now, yet if you would but 
come iay you ſhould know the 
love of Chriſt , and know 
the truth of this poinc, Your 
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own experience ſhould bee for- 
ced to witnefle to this, Thar 
Jeſus Chrift loveth beleevers with 


a tranſcendent love, paſſing know- 
ledge, 
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Eynns. 3. ver, 19. 
And to know the love of Chrift which 
paſſeth knowledge, 


It Here is nothing of 
= SN cater force to al- 
cl If lurc men , than thc 
| BS 195 \ deſire of knowledge; 
Job: 11.12 REEF 7ob tells us, Vain man 
— crth t bee wi, 
though man be born like a wilde Aſſes 
colt, Albeit it is our fate, that fince 
the fall we are ſubjett to folly, (and 
1n that ſenſe we are vain ) yer there 
remaines(ac leaſt) ſo much wir 1n us, 
as tO approve of knowledge, and to de- 
* ire"ro be wiſe : onely here is our 
miſery, that there is a great dcal of 


vanity 
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vanity incur ding hw e; Wee 
of us ayt; krone defire 
e ofchar rhar. is above 
P73 yrs fo unattainable) or clſc be- 
nearh w( and in that reſpe not fo 
much defrable:-) It was this golden 
te of nn te Which fo 
raking y anc rentprin with © our 
her Eve, or albeit rhe 
beft har thee gor- by that 
apple; wasbrt the krowledge of evilly 
which wee -had- all been betret 
ithour) yet ſhee was drayn tocat 
of the” Apple: Nor onely as per- 
ſwaded of its being pleaſant ro the 
taſte , bur- becaaſe it was - 
to take one wr, *: And PROS 32 as 
our - Gy r did © 


ſowre grapes; fowe all ag pro 


have ever {ince hadour reerh fer os 
edgy with the fame defire; 
ir4$ thar tog too often? 
our of an eager defire , and affefta- 
tiorrof we zre apt 
on the one tor to ftve wart 
and to Tots choſe hidden 
bets Whit God. hatht not reveas 
N ted/ 


" _ 
LY bs : 
G wa. ft. 
LA £6341 
v7 5 
1 i 3 ey 
Ci 


—_— 


: \\ 
"\ an__— 


178. eleewers ſtudy to know 
| — ——— — _ - 
: led )-or elſe omtheather hand, wee 

are apt fo. ſtoop too, low (and 10: 
dive.1nto niceties and, vaniticsy' at: 
leaſt /into the, knowledge | of ſucdy 
things in which, we: axe not con- 
cerned.) ; but as. the Apoſtle doth 
ſay) I'ſhallſhew you 4'mere excellent. 
| way ; by declaring how: you may 
' Polſe your defire of; knowledge, {0 
as that, you ſhould be neither too highy 
nor too. low ih the- purſuit thereds > 
Doe, not ſay therefore, who ſhall aſe 
- cend, to, bring down ;Jclus; Chriſt 
from -. above , and to! reveale'rhe 
kqowledge of hiddenglorics, andan- 
conceiveable .myſteries > Neither 
ſay,#ho. ſhall deſcend? to raile him 
op.trom beneath, but remember the 
word (the Scripture }is nigh, even the 
Goſpel, which we preach: Labour to 
know it, and you ſhal know enough, 
not- only as to ſalvation, but even as 
to the perfettion ot your knowledge. 
Chriſt whbo is the #ſdowe of God, 
and 'in_mham ave bid all the trea- 

ſures of wiſdome , and knowledge: , 

1s tully and clearly revealed _ 


h their Saviours love, 

Goſpel, 'and by the ſtudy and the 
knowledge of it, wee ſhall cometo 
the knowledge of him. ' Now of all 
knowledge , the knowledge of 
Chriſt; as it is moſt ſacred, lo ir is 
molt ſarisfatory: And of all things 
in Chriſt, the k-owledge of his love : 
And as that is moſt /arisfa#ory;(o it 
is molt ſweer, © Ir is this knowledge, 
which the Apoltle here” prayerh 
that the Epheſttans might obtain , 
(and by conſcquence-thar krow- 
ledge which 'all Chriſtians ought 
to deſire, and labour for.) It con- 
cerneth you! hot {o- much to know 
Arts and Sciences © (though 'in 
themſelves, and their way, they ate 
neceflary, and ot wart) heithet 
doth 'it concetn you (at leaſt fo 
much, ro'be acquairted with other 
truths of the Scriptures ( which in 
their placearc .very precious) But 
this 15 that which doth: ſo mainly 
concern yoth viz, Thar you know the 
tove of Chriſt: paſſing knowledge. in 
-»-Oti@hird Point in order raken 
up; and to bee Spokento from theſe 
"1921 N 2 words 
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words, 15 this, T hat it is a-thing of ue» 


ceſſary comernment,for every Chriſt ian 
to know the tranſcendent love of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

c have already endeavoured to 
hold out, at lcaſt, a beame of ligbeto- 
wards the diſcovery of that boſome- 
love, that 1s in Chriſt towards his : 
And at this time my defue is , to 
hintſomething, which may ar leaſt 
put you on. to endeayour to make 
_ och FEE of the riches \ 
andthe glory, and the tranſccnden- 
cy of that love: For my deſigne 1s 
tro make it appear, That the ſtudy 
for the knowledge thereof, is of very 
| choice, ſpeciall, and neceſſary concern» 
* ment for you all, 
© Explicati- The ſ#6jett of the point, youſee,1s 
-— on what the knowledve of the love' of Chriſt, 
- knowleds Now when I ſay, That the kyow- 


b hr ledge of the love of Chriſt is of neceſſary 
| concermment | 

3 A deax 1 Ido mecanynor fim ly the bore 

and full. beleeving of this truth, a clear 

| and full underſt anding of it yyhe fb- 
ftarce, and circumſtances thereof, 

| | rc 
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There are divine , and infinite di- 
menſions in the love of Chriſt, and 
it is our duty to labour for the 
knowledge of all theſe : We ſhould 
ſtrive to be able tomeaſure both the 
length and the breadth, yea and allo 
to take the height, and to ſonnd the 
depth of the love of Chritt : Chriſts 
boſome isa very glorious Mine of 
loveand ir concerneth us to dig very 
deep into it, and not content our 
{elves with a bare diſcovery of that 
Golden —_ or vein of wats age » 
upon wperficies or © top of the 
Mine;and in whichaye may ea» 
fily diſcover, as it were in the very 
letter of the Goſpel; but ir doth con- 
cern us to endeayour to attain unto 
the deep-and myſteriall diſcover:es 
thereof, which Saints by the light of | 
the Spirit come to attain. _ 
2 Yea, and not only ſo, bur al- * A fpri= 1 
ſo to endeavour to get. an _ pam, ow 
mentall know ledge of this love 3 That qencatt; 
[oem by dunwing the eye 2 
©, by drawing the type of it out 
. ofhis own boſome; & we inlike 
3»; a. 
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| manner may be able by our Chriſti- 


_ ent, burnot of ſuch conceryment, Bur 
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an diſcourſes to. paint forthzand to 


declare what the loye-of Chriſt is, 


taking cl pecially rhe {oyncs there- 
of, out of our own boſomes, our 
own experiences, Divines obſerve 
that the Scriptures own not any 
thing for knowledge (art leaſt ſaving) 
which is not experimentail. And 
certainly that knowledge of the 
love of Chriſt (whereof we ſhall now 
{peak) ought ro be, not only a bare 
head knowledge, but elpecially a 
heart knowledge, an experimentall 
knowledge; This I thought good 
ro adde for the explication of the 
{ubjc& of the Propotition, 

Now tor the predicare (or the thing 
that we do afhrm of this knowledge 
of the loye of Chriſt} you: may do 
well, for the clearer apprehending 
thereof, to take it in theſe particu- 


S, ; 

Firſt, This knowledge us of concern- 
ment, "There are many things,: the 
knowledge whereof maybe expedi- 


this 
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'F* "this knowledge whereof we (peak, 


's fucha knowledge, as not onely 
may be expedient for us ro Know, bur 
"allo. of concernment for us that wee 
ſhould know, | 

"Secondly, I ſay it is of neceſſary 
"eoncernment; fore knowledge may 
bee of acciaentall concermpent tO 
be known, which is notof neceſſary 
concernment”* {ome things indeed as 
betng accidentall to lome greater 
truth, and the diſcovery thereof, arc 
in that refpe&tof conceriment, to 
be known; (and fo may concern a 
ian to endeavour for the know- 
ledge thereot) But now this know- 
ledge hath a'zeceſſity [aid'upon it; and 
woe be to every {oule that knoweth 
nor the love of Chriſt. 


"” 


ot way' (as officers @i- rhe 
Log N 4 Church 
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Logs Bs ) may yer not hen af of 
ſach neceſl; _ $mmuogy toall : 
But hugh thi Pet ——— 
we are ſpcaking )_ is of necell 
concerriment ; s every ſoul thats 
named by x Gdorrkg, iſt» (and 
(0 wands tobe a Chriſtian) butelpe- 
cially every ſoul that is mnited to 
Jeſws Chrift(and ſo 1s indeed a Fo 
r:4a#) ought to labour for a 
knowledge ofthe love of Chriſt. As 
the Fathers in Chrifts School, arc not 
above this knowledge; ſoneither 
the babes and children in Chriſts 
Schoolarc beneath it, I all, even 
the one and the _m_— *e honda and 
It 1 upon 

oF: pubs them. oh 5 that roy ps 
very neceſſary, to know this love of 
Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge, 

One word 1 ſhal ogly hos way 
of Caution; I do nor ſpeak, ncither 
would I have you underſtand mee, 
as it this were ts, only knowledge 
to bee laboured Indeed it 1s 
the Joveraigry [42 but ref. ſale k 
ledge, which | Chriſtians 
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deſire, and endeavour ' to b- 


tain. 
Jnall cha cherciore 1 {yall ſpeak, 
ay undcritood, not exclu- 
Velys ſhucring out other | : 
= as inclufiyely, and eminently 
hin At dry in 4 —__ pre man- 
Ears The ing yo 
_ 2 e - 
ought to w. done (that is ch hed 
ally) and nox leaving the other un- 
(6, ahogrher rep] og) Tay 


1n like manner 
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you ought efpedally to labour for 
of more choice, and 
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of God, that the Epheſians might ÞL 
know the love of Chriſt , which paſſeth 
knowledge, if it. were not of ſpecial! 
and neceflary concernment -for 
them; Iſhall only adde to this his 
defire for the Epheſians ,-that deter- 
mination of his for himſelf ( which 
he expreſſeth to the- Corinthians) } 
1 am determined ({aich he) not to know Wc þ 
any thing among yon, ſave Feſus Chriſt gg 
and him crucified ; Now the know- if 6; 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt -crucified (as I FG 
hinted once before) is' the know- ” 
ledgeof Chriſt in his love; Though | 
, the whole lite of Jeſus Chriſt, was || ;, 
E bur (as it bath been ſhewed) like I} 
bk one great Sermon of love, yet the Þf (x 
dnhes Chriſt was as it werealon- Þ| « 
gets and clearer - Sermon of love, }| 
than all his lite was. 'Never did || | 
Chriſt {peak love; more fully, and f 

$ 


more freely, tnan when he was as it 
were in that P#/pir, the Crofſe: Now I þ 
then, it "certainly Pawl"did deter- || « 
mine to know nothing but this; wee ( 
may {ately conclude, both from bis Þ| { 
determination tor himlelt, and bis 

deſire 
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a tfire for the Epheſians, that the 
eth wledge of Chriſt s tranſcendent love, 
uy eſpecially in a clear experimentall 
Oo Fway) is of neceſſary concernment for e= 
his Byers hbriſtias, 

GH ſhall offer ſome reaſons to make 


this point yetclearer, 

Firſt, The knowledge of the love of 
Chriſt contains in it the ſumme of the 
Goſpell. (Chriſt being the ſum of the 
Goſpell, and love the ſum of Chriſt.) 
God ſo loved the World, that hee 
gave Chriſt, and Chriſt ſo loved the 
world, that hee gave himſelf, con- 
raines init the »rrow and pith of all 
the Goſpell: This little word love 
(written inthe golden letters of free- 
grace upon the boſome of Jeſus 
Chriſt) is an epitomy of the Goſpell: 
Look as O /ova the father, is the ful- 

lng of the Law; ſo Chriſt s love to us, * 
15 the tullnefſe ot the Goſpell, You 
have done the Law, it you- love God 
ſincerely, and you #nderſtand the 
Goſpel,it you know Chriſts love 


{ſo | 
Secondly The . knowledge of 
"Chriſts 
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bim to goes taking him by the armes, 


ne 
Go 


} 


Chriſts love is of neceflary cor 
cerrnment, becaule it containeth in i 
the chiefeſt motive to qty. You wif . 
never doe duty (at leaſt with tha. 
ſweetneſſe in your own {pirits whid vu 
you ſhowld) and with that accrepta 
tion of God, which you would F, 
if you do not act from a principle off 
love, Now the love of Chril FC 
known to us, is that which chiefly og 
enflameth our love to himz what. 
was the rcaſon, that notwichſtand-W 
ing that love that God fhewed to 
Tſrael, when he was 4 child,& taught; 


had not that imprefſion upon 1ſrae! 
which & ſhould have? the Prophet 
hinteth the reaſon, becauſe, 1ſrael 
knew it net, Hoſ. 11,3. God ſhew- 
ed, but 1ſraz! did not underſtan1 
his love; and therefore ir was that 1/- 
rgel would not walk anſwerabic 
thereunto, "In like manner, wee 
ſhall never walk - an{werable by 
doing our duty (for [ take duty, to be 
at leaſt an anſwer of love)in cale wee 
doc not. know what the —_— 
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herewithall Chriſt hath loyed us. 
Paw was more abundant than all 
he reſt of the Apoſiles werez un his 
bouts, And uxely this might be 
- he reaſon, that happily hee under 
ood more of the loye of - Chriſt, 

at the reſt did: Hence is may be 
hat it is, that you have that ex- 
xeon inthe 2 Cor,4. 14. The love 
Bf Chriſt conſt rainetb us, The conjde- 
ation of Chriſts love (which Paxl 
ne to have, by the knowledge 
hereat) it was as it Were a; whole 
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ed to 
Tounlan Or thr of Arguments, OL 
gh ike roA whole tdge of motycs(tor orize ſee 
ſe ve} (bt word will bear th metaphors) 
het (29t9 Parhs bothro dye and-to {aot- 
P x tor Jeſus Chriſt. There s go 


py ſoul bur neederh a ſpurre to. duty» 
hang [ocing d#ll in higaſelt, Now the 
7 _—_ PS ING 
peciall cthcacy 5 WAY 
ablc mult needs alſo be of neceſſary con- 
cerament for every Chriſtian, 
by Thirdly, Chrifts love is. a fone 
M Min of a beleevers life, and theretore 
* Fi caſt necds bee of necefiary con” 
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cernment fora beleever to know iÞea 
inas much as he cannot live” with YE 
outit; verily this is lite erernall rofl 
| know the love of Chriſt which-p: 
ſeth knowledge, If ir bee 'of nece(/ 
fary-\ concerament for the ſoul to 
live, it mult be alſo of neceflary con 
cernment to know Chriſts love, in 
as much -as withour the one, hee} WE 
cannotenjoy the other,” / ve ((airhf i 
Paul!) bart how ?- by the faith ( now Cl 
faith is buta bigher degree of know 
ledgesf the love of Chriſt) ring So 
of God, who loveth me, Moſe 
preſſed-the Iſraelites to the fancere 
keeping of' the Law, for it is (faith 
"©," he) your life; In like manner may 
we preſſe Chrittians to the ſerious 
_— of Chriſts-loy&, becaulc 
It 1s our {oules life,” | " 

Fourthly , The knowledge of Chriſt: 
lovezisthe foundation of a ſonles joy,and 
Chriſtians comfort, and rherctore of 
ſuch neceflary concernment, The 
reaſon why the Saints -are forne- 
times” ſo (ad, is becauſe they doe 
not know the loys of Cht ary 
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y iWeaſt in all the dimenſions thereof, ) 
ithWHegce- it is, char Peace is  joyned 
| rofflwith love; ſomtimes' in- the Goſ- 
pell : Peace (faith Part ) bee. to the 
brethren, but from whence? trom 
this(as it is added) 4rd love from Gad 
the Father, andqur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
inf Ep»eſ. 6.23..the hearts ot beleeyers 
x would be ar: Peace, it ſo. be rhey did 
ih but fully waderſtand the +{one \of 
} Chriſt,  O-(faith the ſoul) of- that 
leever » and of this beleeyer,- in- 
they live ſwectly upon Chriſts 
love, becauſe they have - it, bit 
g0 ſadly in the want of Chriſts love, 
becauſe I think there is. none fox: 
me: The-foul is ſad, :becaufe ir 
ſcerh not the fneſſe ot the love of! 
Chriſt : 1-( faith another - ſoul )! 
ſuch an one' who hath mere.;grace. 
ff than 1; and ſuch an one who hath 
nd $ leſſeſinne than I have, he may live 
of  joytully becaule of Chriſts love, bug 
he Þ Imuſt goe fadly becauſe þ tear heg 
e- | will not love me. The rcaſorr of 
this ſoules ſadneſlc, is becauſe.ir 
knowerh not the tullacfle of loves 
tl 


that is in Chriſt; and the free* 
nefſe thereof; without doubry did 
we but know the love of Chriſt bet- 
rer than we dos wee ſhould not be 
ren i often gy ares Thar 
iſciple Jo o knew 
much otehs love of TY and had 
declared the knowl of it unto 
others) he ſaith it was for this end : 
thoſe rhingt write I unto yow({airh hee) 
that yorr joy might full, Suh 
theretore the joy and the comfort of 
our ſoulcs is builr upon the love of 
Chriſt, -as its foundation; it doth 
neceflarily - concern us, to get the 
kgowledgethereof; | 
.. Fifthly, the knowledge of Chriſts 
love, is of neceſ{aay coneernment, 
becavife "it is- the viſe of Chriſtian 
thankfullneſſe, Hence it is that thank- 
fullueſſe ſprings, it is from this foun- 
tain whetice ir flowerh. T hoſe foulcs 
ill bee moſt rthankfult for che 
RE —_ 
mor; ance bepets inpyarituars 
but Paco - watesd thankfall : 
Blefle the Lord O my —— 
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get not all his benefits ; Men will not 
be thanktull tor thar which they do 
torgg; neither can men remember 
that which they do not know : All 
that Chriftt looks tor trom the 
Saints, 1s this, that they ſhould ac- 
knowledge the tran'cendent love 
he bcareth unto them. Vee will 
never bc avic ro {ing glory and dom.- 
Bot be to hm, wha hath loved #5, CX- 
cept wee know how hee loyed us, 
Look as a Lark, ar the diſcovery of 
the light of the day, aſcends chirp- 
ing, and cohirping; and the lighter 
the Heavens appear, rhe higher 
ſhe aſcends, arftthe (weeter thee 
ſings; Inlike manncr the ſoul, who 
knowerh rhe love of Chriſt, and 
{ceth the light thercot, mountertly 
and fingeth, and the more bright 
the bcames of Chriſts-boſome love 
ſhines 10 upon them, the highcr 15 
the ſoul elevated, and rhe (iweeter 
it doth chirp, ari4 chant thar ſpi- 
rituall fong of thankfulneſſe unto 
Chriſt, You are bound belecyers, to 
thank Chriſt for his love, but you 
| O : will 
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will never to purpoſe go about to 
cancell that bond, it ſobe you doe 
not know the tranſcendency of that 
love with which hee hath bound 
'OU. 

Sixtly, Chriſt s love is all the legacy 
he hath left Chriſtians. Surely it 1s of 
neceflary concernment, for Chriſti- 
ans to know that which Chriſt /eft 
them in his wil/, He hath not left 
them ample poſlefſions, nor brave 
buildings in this' world - (his fa- 
ther (though he loved him) left him 
not a houſe to put his own head in 
here) but dear love, rich love, tranſ- 
cendent love, love paſſing knowledge, 
this Chriſt hath letr ro bdcceda (as 
his farther lett him) as the father hath 
lewed me, ſo have T loved you, Joh.15. 
ver.9. Aske the widdow, whether it 
dcth notueceſlarily concern her, to 
know that which her husband lefr 
her; Aske the child whether there lic 
a necefſiry upon him to know that 
which his father left him, both the 
one and the other will ſay,yes. Why 
beleevers,your everiaſting father,and 
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your ſoules husban4, Jeſus Chriſt, 
hath letr you nothing bue his love, 
ſurely it 1s neceſſary that you ſhould 
know it, 
Seventhly, As the ſoul is filled with 
the knowledge of the love of Chef; 
it us filled with the fulne - of God, 
You empty creatures, doth it not 
concern yau,(and that zeceſſarily) ro 
be filled with rhe divine tulneſſe, the 
tulncfle of God ? ſurely you will 
ſay, yes; then know, it doth as ne- 
cellarily concern you to bee ac- 
qainted with the love ofChriſtzwith- 
out that you cannot be {o filled, 
Some have thought, that k-ow ledge 
is nothing but an union between the 
thing known, and the underſt anding; 
Hence it is, that they {ay and con- 
clude, that by how much any par- 
take of .knowledge, by ſo much 
they partake of tulncfle: God 1s 
loveand it the knowledge of Gods 
love be the union thereot with the 
ſoul, then certainly, by how much 
we know the one, by {o much wee 
partake, and arc filled with the 
| p other, 
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other. Obſerve how the Apoſtle 
therctore joyneth this in the Text, 
To know the love of Chriſt which paſſeth 
knowledge (ſaith he) that you may bee 
filled with all the fullneſſe of God, E- 
very drop of this knowledge of the 
love of Chriſt, tenderh rowards the 
filling of the ſoul with the tulnefle 
of God: {urely therefore to be filled, 
and to be filled with God, andto bee 
filed with the fwlneſſe of God, yea 
with all the fulxefſe of God, being 
{oneceſſary tor every ſoul as it is, 
and the knowledge of Chriſts love 
being {o adyantagious to this, Ir 
muſt needs bee a thing of ſpeciall 
Concernment for every Chrittian, to 
labour to know the love of Chriſt, 
which paſſeth knowledge, 

Bricfly now for application - 

Firlt, it may ſerve for a uſe of 
Lamemation, that — 
the knowledge ofthe love of Chril 
is thus necetlary, yet 

Firſt, that this knowledge hath 
been /irtle ſtudied, Secondly,though 
it ſhould be much ſtudied, yet it 


can 
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can be little obtained. 

Firſt,, I ſay, it hath been but Little 
ſtudied, Men have been very 
{witt ip fearching afrer other 
truths, but they have been flow in 
{carching after this. Anample, exait 
diſcovery of this love of Chriſt, may 
well be ſet down among the deſs- 
derata, i.e, the defſirables of Divines, 
ithaving been fo littl> handled by 
any. Indeed much of the Law (in 
the point of duty) hath bcen diſco- 
vered, bur little1\ot the Golpe!, (cl- 
pecially in this point of Chriſts 
love) hath been inquired into. I 
doe not know any one Authour of 
eminency, (indeed as yet I have 
met with none at all) who on pur- 
poſe hath handled, or diſcourſed 
exatly concerning this {ubje&, viz, 
the- trankcendency of the love ot 
Chriſt;I have heard, that thar preci- 
ous Divine Dr. Preſton, was wont to 
complain of the great detect this 
way : Surely it 1s very fad to 
think that the knowledge of 
the love of Chriſt, being of ſuch 
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neceſſary and high concernment , 
hath been {fo little inquired uro; O 
whata gallant Goſpel-deſigne were ityfor 
ſome one who is acquainted with rhe 
Spirit ina large meaſure, to goe over 
the whole hiſtory of the Goſpel, and to 
obſerve the glorious ſhinings of the 
love of Chriſt to belcevers 1n all, It 
would bee precious it ſore would 
take itin hand, and perfect it to the 

urpoſe: But it 1s {ad to think it 
th been negleed fo long, 
Secondly, we may lament, not 
onely to think this knowledge hath 
been but little advanced by the l1a- 
bours of any, but eſpecially, that it is 
ſuch, that after all labour it can be but 
little gained, We may weep tothink, 
how little of the love of Chriſt it is, 
that thoſe who have .molt know- 
Jedgeot it, doe, or can know, We | 
read of a Book which was ſealed, 
and Job» wept much( faith the Text) 
becauſe no man was found worthy in 
eaven or in earth, that was able 
to open the Book, oy to look, thereon, 
Bcloved, the heart of Chriſt may be 
COM- 
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compared to a glorious Book, in 
which the myſterious hiſtory of his 
tranicendent love 1s written : Bur 
alas! who is there, not onely in 
earth, but in heaven) that is able ro 
open this Book, and to diſcoyer 
the myſtcrics thereof 2 Beloved, 
when weſhall come to heaven, wee 
ſhall then be in a capacity of more 
perte& knowledge of the love of 
Chriſt : But alas! cvca then wee 
ſhall never be able ro comprehend 
the love of Chriſt in the pertetion 
thereof, that is, ſo tully as it may be 
known; Then indeed we ſhall ap- 
prehend it in the perteCtion of ozr 
knowledge{i,c.)\o tar as it can bce 
known by the finite knowledge of 
creatures; but yet then we ſhall nor 
know it {ofull as it is, The School- 


raen {peak 'of knowledge (as they Duplex 


doe of ſceing : ) There 1s a twofold 
tulneſs of knowledge. 
Firſt, a f#lneſſe in regard of the ob- 


jett (3,e,) ſuch a fulneſs as regards 1 $abj-8;. 


the thias ir (elf, 
Secondly, a fulneſſe of knowledge in 
| O 4+ reg ard 


| 
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regard of the ſubjett in which it is, 

ow for minc own part, I incline 
(at leaſt tor}prclent,to concludegthar 
although withour doubt, there 
ſhall be a fullnc{le of knowledge of 
Chriſt in reſpe& of our knowledge 
(.,e,) according to the utmoſt 
bounds, or extents, which our 
knowledge, when it's pertected to 
the higheſt, is capable of; yet not- 
withſtanding in regard of the fulneſſe 
of knowledge, as it relates tothe thing 
it ſelfyviz, Thelove of Chriſt, q#4ad 
eſſentiam, & virtutem intenſ{ivam, & 
extenſivam (i.e,) when itis coaſidered 
{o far torthas it may be had unto 
all the efteAs, and purpoſes, where- 
unto that knowledge doth extend 
it (elf; this ] ſay, I think wee ſhall 
not have, bur ro all eternity, wee 
ſhall be admiring and adoring of 
this love of Chriſt which paſſeth 
knowledge, 

Wheretore then wee mult needs 
lament to conſider, that although 
the knowledge of the love of Chriſt 
be of {uch neceflary concernment, 

yet 
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yet it hath been but Uttle ſearched 
after by many; and when wee ſhall 
make the greateſt ſcarch after it, 
we ſhall never be able fully to attain it, 
Hſe, Secondly, it may be a ule of 
Reproof unto thale who neglett this 
{tudy of the knowledge of the love 
of Chriſt alrogerher, Many there are, 
who are /ittle 1n the ſtudy of the Bi- 
ble, leſſe in the ſtudy of the Goſpe!, 
but, leaſt of all in this, which 1s the 
" | light, and luſtre, and glory of all the 
| | Goſpch;thelove of Chritt to belce- 
vers: And I cannot chuſe bur think 
thoſe blame-worthy, and to be re- 
proved, who in theſe times ſpeak 
much of their parts and abilities in 
the beating out of {ome truths mere- 
ly controverſall (which yer I {peak 
not againſt in its -place ). and yet 
neglect this knowledge which 1s 
of {uch neceſſary concernment. I 
doe not altogether blame thoſe 
who ſtudy this headſhip of Chriſt (1 
mean this Government) it bei 
I think this 'preſent truth, which 1s 
moſt controyerted in theſe times; 


yer 
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yet notwithſtanding, to ſtudy ſo 
tar the head of Chrilt, as to neglet 
his heert, ſo far to mind his govern- 
ment, as to neglect his love, IS, with- 
out doubt, a thing to bee re- 
proved. 

But much more are thoſe to bee 
reproved, who Rudy neither the 
one, nor the other, but ſpend all 
their time, their pains, and their 
parts, in controverſies, and niceties, 
prying either into unrevealed poſiti- 
ons, or being buſied about reealeſſe 


. queſtions, neg\eCting, in the mean 


time, this one neceſlary thing, viz. 
the knowledge of the love of 
Chriſt, How many are there thar 


may (as one faid of the School- 


men) bee like unto Travellers, 
or men 1n a journey, Who have 
good bread about them, but goe 
nawing , and biting upon hard 
ones? {0 indeed ſome men, who 
have (at leaſt means to have) the 
breadof life, Chriſts love, but they 
neglect ity and ipend their time 1n 
gnawings upon hard wivialls, « 
ca 


_— 
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leaſt not »ſefwll queſtions, Be repro- 
ex yed, O all ye, who fo far ſpend 


al your (elves, abour the oraining of 
co. | fy knowledge, when in the mean 

time, you doe neglect the ſtudy of 
ee | is knowledge, (the loye of 


he | Chriſt) which 15 of neceſlary con- 
1] CErNmENT, 

Laſtly, we ſhall adde a word of 
'- | Exhortationtoſtir up all to the ſtudy 
.? | of the love of Chriſt. You who 
have ſpent, or rather m'/pent, many a 
precious hour in reading of Ro- 
manles, and fond hiſtories, of teig- 
f ned loves, yea, you who {ſpend all * 

your time, though it be about ſome 

matters of concernment, but neg- 
le&ing this; be ſtirred up now, to 
lay out your ſelves in the ſtudy of 
that which is {weet, and neceffary, 
viz, the ſtudy of the love of Chrift 
which paſſeth knowledge ; you mult 
conceive, that (as I hinted in the 
explication) my defire 1s; that you 
would labour to be we/! verſed, and 
to be exatt ſtudents in this buſineſle; 
I wouldnot hayc you-contenr your 

| | elves 
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ſelves in ſome generalls, but labour 
to make a particular diſcovery of the 
love of Chriſt in 1ts ſubſtance, in its 
circumſtances, and in its ſundry att- 
1085 and declarations : OQ remember, 
that this knowledge includeth in it 
all that knowledge which is neceſſa- 
ry tobe known tor ſalyation. 

Whenyou have ſtudied ir well, 
you ſhall find that there is nothing 
ithe whole dodrine of ſalvation, 
which 1s not comprehended in 
thislove of Chriſt (as Calvin hath 
well obſerved upon the place) This 
knowledge is both ſafe and ſweet; 
itis not fuch ans ob wil puffe 
#p the head, but it will per:fie»the 
heart: ] doe not doubt that any 
can _ waxton, Who _— - 
any ſpirituall ſaving degree of this 
knowledge. The 1. we hriſt will 
conſtrain to duty, and reſt rain from ſin; 
therefore berake your (elves to this 
ſtudy above all others, 

Now I ſhall offer ſomething as 
meanes tO help you, and as motives 
to encourage you, Onely by way of 
cantion, 


— 
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antion, learn to take heed go has 
Ing your ſelves tos much; Doe not 
think that you ſhall ever come to 
__ of kxowledge in this point, at 
ealt while you arc 1n this lite : Ir is 
a point which may take up the 
ſtudy of all che Saints; (happily fo 
much may bee couched 1n the 18 
1, J**rſe oft this chaprer, that you 
o may bee able to comprehendwith all 
Saints,) He ſpeaketh, as tf it werea 
n |Iexty, about which, not onely 
h þevery Saint 1s to ſer himſelf, bur as 
which doth require a/! the abilities of 
all the Saints, Look as ſome great 
point doth require the abilitics of. 
many Scholars ( and all little e- 
nough, when joyned together) to 
make a good diſcovery rthereot : 
ſuch is the love of Chriſt, as that a// 
the Saints may well ſpend them- 
ſelves in the ſtudy of ir, and when 
they have. brought all their notes 
rogether, and added all rheir ſtudies 
together, they will bee able ro make 
(at leaſt in thus lite) bur a very hrrle 
diſcovery thercof, Theretore rake 


heed 
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heed of promiſing your ſelves per- Þ| ar 
teftion in this ſtudy, lo 
Now I adde this caution, not todeter Þ| a1 
you fromthe ſtudy, but to make you the Þf v: 
more ſerious init;and alloto keep you ff k 
from caſtino of it off, after you have || tl 
begun to underſtand it, It is with} n 
{ome Sainrs, as with Scholars, who | y: 
having {ctabout lome {tudy, and at- I a 
ter ſome” progrefle, find -rhe buft- } | 
neſs ſo hard, and high, as that 
they can never come to the pertect | a 
knowledge rhercof, they begin to | 1; 
flack in their indeayours, and to | t| 
calt itoft: Bur now beloved, con- | k 
fider it betorchand, that you may | r 
not afterwards caſt oft the ſtudy of | 2 
the loveot Chriſt, when you have I i 
ſpent your ſclves to the uctermoſt, | | 
you ſhall neyer come to a perteCti- 
on, ic 
Yet let me, aJde this, the leaſt | : 
beames of thedgye of Chriſt have ſo Þ| | 
much light ir/tiem, as that they will 
« bee very (weet, and cycry. peece or 


partof this knowledge, will be of 
very {peciall worth ; yea, the _ 
a 
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cr- F| and imperte& knowledge of the 
love of Chriſt ( it experimentall , 
ter | and ſpirituall) is of infinice more 
the F valuc, than the high and perfect 
you | knowledge of Tcane thouſand 
've | things befides: Yeay and one thing 
th | more let meadde, ir is poſſible for 
ho | you ro atrain to a very ſweet 
at- I and ſatisfactory degree of this know- 
{1- | ledge. 
at Os, But what ſhall I do to attain 
xt | a ſatisfactory degree of this know- 
to | ledge of the love of Chriſt, ſo as 
© f that albeit I cannot atrain to the 
n- f- knowledge thercot fully, yer I 
ly | may be able to attain ſo much, 
ot | as may make me (ar lcaſt) (ayas it is 
ve | inthe Text, The love of Chriſt paſſeth 
t, knowledge? 
1- | 2 4»{». For that I ſhall offer ſome 
directions, as concerning the means 
it | andhelps how you may obtain the 
oO | knowledge of the love of Chritt; 
Il | Andalſo as concerning the manner 
Cr | how weeſhould carry our (clves in 
that ſtudy, 
Firſt, For the meazes,] ſhall name 
theſe 
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theſe particulars. 

Firit, Be much conver ſant in readin 
of the Goſpel, How ever rhe Bible 
in general, doth give teſtimony con- 
ccrning the eriew of Jeſus Chriſt; 
and allo in {ome mea{ure concern- 
ing his afettion to the Saints ; yet 
the Goſpel (of all parts of the Bible) 
doth ina more ample, clear, and ſa+ 
tisfaftory Way, hold out the love of 
Chriſt to beleevers, That which 
all che Propher@pake of him, or 
of his love,, is ſoWlegoricall, and fo 
darkly, as that it is not cafic (at 
leaſt for every one) to obſerve t 
light of Chriſts love, ſo clearly 
ſhining inthem, Indeed the ſu» ſhine 
of Chriſts love is in the firmament of 
the o/d Teſtament, but as it 1s there; it 
is much c/ouded 8 much yciled. Bur 
inthe Firmament of the new Teſt a- 
ment it ſhineth in its full brightneſs 
tefter,and glory. And theretore 
moſt conglan in reading of it, And 


While you read the Goſpel, be ſure 
ro carry this along with you, that all 
chat which you ſhall read theres - 

| j 


a —%> 


— — 


"IIA life, or CAS: 
fill co be nuderfhend \4 niet 
of bis lave rahelet acts, | 

.5Secondly 4 I thou wouldefrkhow 
ihhgncel Oui boſe ” —_ 
ro ger into of C riſty t 
Soul knowerh undeurly orad of-Chriſts love 
ii, che -pow ers." and {weerne(s" and 


> ar Runes 5 who know- 
only tin his bead; as be- 
mg- Without him,' and! is a-{tran- 
oo tothe:krowledge of Chriſt 
ur his: hearts; as! being. is. bim. [La- 
bour thercfore bo have Chriſt rYevea® 
led in thee ( as Paul ſpeaks of hims 
felt): otherwikeall thar knowledge 
iſ US ate werent 
»W 10 or no-pur 
Eonak did rherefore 
know: \rag molt, becauſe 
Gas: the deripture: faich }obe:ilay 4n 
tha: F arbets Giofome,; In'like{manmer 
or ny yep the boom 
us: Glwilt;! thau-tmaye 
wor betiet kaoky what i is) his love ro 
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Ask rhoſe objelts of love, concern» 
ing the love of Chriſt. to them.., 
They that have had experience of 
his love, can beſt inform rhee, 
I make no queltion, but that a poor 
beleever, who hath 'raſtedof the love 
of Chriſt, and in ſome meaſure expe« 
rienced the tranſcendent ſweetneſſe 
thereof, is farre better ablc to helpe 
thee in this grcar ſtudy. of rhe love 
of Chriſt, the greateſt Scholar 
10 theworkl 15, whot may bee hath 
rcad, or" heard fomerhing of his 
love, but-.,yet hath no' experience 
thereot in his ſoul, | 
Fourthly, Sc#dy thine own experien= 
cer, Contider the cartiage of Chriſt 
particularly towards thy foul, Re- 
member: how long/ hee bare with 
thee, whilſt thou waſt in the ſtate 
of 1iarure, I and an enemy uno 
him, [How loug- did - hee ſtand 
knocking at the door, ere thou didit 
Open? long did he come woo» 
ing of thy ſoul, ere thou didſt un- 
brace him? How many ways did hee 
take to work. upon: thee, to _ 
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Eh t6itt him in, that hee 
love rim How treely did 
' ro thy ſoul? was. 
wry wy conditlon, on 
— tendrecd _ to_thee, 
chatichine zeceptante of th ? Said 
he not, whetthe came and knocked 
at chy dovr, it thou wile opex,, I will 
rome in and ſu ; td thy heart ſhall be 
At '1d-coſt bo peaks are, 1 have brought 
thar with me hes all feaſt thee? Said 
hee tots it thou doe bur thinft, come 
ai drink, and it thy heatt bee but 
willing eat the good ings of. my bo- 
,and live for eycr Thus mind 
thoſe experiences of Chtifts ating 
towards thee : Remember all the 
Plc of tove ' Which hee hath given 
thes, afid by theſe chou wilt & come 
to jo how goo, hw kind, bow lo- 
y E 15. 


{ll : Adds ord tr to all theſe. 
Kthe covert [Al dome to (hs 
itt'the know of Chrils aww) 
And if you. lack, this wiſdome,” Jame 


LOFg you his advice, 4#k.it of 4 God, 
you a —_ an _ 
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 inthis partilar doubtleſs he will 
we pon TY ;for {pe gm es ta, 

thoſe that 45k an raideth no 
Thenask of him much auxh , Pegor oj oth 
a wile and an 1 ng Hear 
ro know the love. 2 Chri which 
paſſerh'  pnk') 2h Tatreat God 
char thou mayeſt be tawg he of þ:2e, ro. 
know what 1s.the love of .hipilelf, 
god of. his Son. As Chriſt faith, 

Eves, : that bath tyard, and learn- 
ed of the bt Father, cometh to me:Yo ever 
ry Soul that the, Father teacherhs 
will quickly learn to. know. what.-1s 
the love of Chriſt co beleevers, And 
that thou may eſt bee able ro know: 
the toyeof Chriſti in its lyſter, begot 
God to beſtow 1 2n thee his S Y pt 
Chriſt bithſaid, be Farber wil 
the Spirit to hin tha at aheth him ;.. 7 
the poſtc faith, ap nomman Tome 
tbe bones of 4 man, bus phe ſpirit 
m4 wh ch # in him; 630 Cas | 
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Spirit, and” that\ when the Spitir 18 
COmegbe ſhall teke'of Chrift,and ſhew it 
writ? the Soul, Thitreat him therefore 
to ſhew his'Spivit, and' intreat him 
alſogthat his Spirir would come with 
the [bedding #broad of his love. Say, 
© | that the Spirit would take of thy 
love, and ſhed it into me; aud O'that he 
would (hed it abroad into mine beart, 
that I may be able with all Saints to 
gomprehend thi height, and the depth, 
and the length, and the breadth of the 
love;ef Chrift, and that I may be able 
alſo\ to know that love' which paſſeth 
knowledge, "i | 

. Having thus hinted a few words as 
concermng the mtans (how we ma 
attainthe knowledg of Chiritts love) 
I ſhall now adde'a word or two'con- 
cerning the manner how we ſhould 
behave our ſelves in the uſe of this 
means, while. we-ftudy the know- 
ledge of Chriſts'tove ; and for this 
rake theſe direXions; DISES 90 

ii; Firſt, Be very exatt,  Exatnels is 
requiſite in-all ſtudics, -but'efpeci- 
ally:m this: Gather up ( O-Belec- 
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ver) all the crumbs and flis "I 
this gold Chet nb Ww 
r any th on 
be exa& to oblerve rve th {miles of 
his countenance, the words - of his 
lips, re ite of his hands; the 
— Ss eye» lave-dorh thus ob- 
erve 
| Sic _ fic ille Mats fo ors 
ferebat. 

Obſcryation was made of eyes, 
and of bards, and of caumenance y fo 
doethou obſerve: be very curior"*0 

| ſtudy this loye in all its cirexmſt. 
| ces, inall its doings, inall its' dewon- 
| ſftrations : If eves you would ſhew 
exaQueſle in an any ſhady; ſhew ir in 
this. Doubgleſlc: the exaſdes you 
- are in this ſtudy, the clearer you 
mY be aero comprehend Chrifts 

OVe. 
* Secondly, be laving, Thoſe know 
moſt of riſts love' wthem, ' who 
abound moſt in love to him! Jahs 
{cemeth, ro. be maſt lovi all 
the Diſciples, and therefore i hee 
ſcemeth, rq hve the greateſt knows 


ledge 
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ledge of Chriſts love ; he was (6 
happy asto /eax onthe boſome of the 
Lord Jeſus; and to him was revea- 
led more than to the reſt of-rhe 
Apoſtles. Look, asthat man doth 
but in vain expe&t mercy of God, 
who is without mercy. himlelf ; 
fo doth that ſoul in vain defire ro 
know Chriſts love,  who'is Wxth- 
our all love himſclt : you may doe 
well to obſerve the contexts here 11 
this 3 Epheſ.17, 18,19.v, The A- 

Cc ſaith, that you Being rooted, 
and grounded in love, may bee ableto 


comprehend with all Saints, what is 


the length, breadth, and depth, and 
beight ; Ts love of Chriſt,&c,"To be 
gr inloveiis an excellent way 
ro comprehend love: And doubtlcts 
Chriſt will bee very kind inthe rc- 
velarions of his love, to thoſe in 
—_ hee obſerves the workings of 
ove. 

Thirdly, bee very admiring in all 
the ſtudy; \ct all your reading bee 
mixed with admiratior at every 
loye-paſlage of Chriſt; & and mee 
. P z aitate 
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ditateat every wotd dflove; ſtay.avd 
worder ;adorethe glory of that light 
which appearcthy in.any beamoot 
love: Andin the admiration of that 
love which doth appcar, caſt thy 
ſelf at the teer of Chriſt, and cry our, 
O the depth of love in thec! O the 
riches of the love ot thy boſome ! 
that:fhouldeſt thus let out thy (elf ra 
beleevers.. | 

Laſtly, when thou comet as it 
were at a ſtand, and canſt not com- 
prehend-the rranſcendency of this 
love , . Imitatc rhe Philoſopher , 
and caſt thy. ſelt into-rhat {ca of 
love, which thou wouldcſt fain fa- 
rhome, or {ound, and art not able; 
Let that. love comprehend thee , 
which thou canſt not comprehend 
thy ſelf : | Emerge, and drown thy 
ſelf, inthat vaſt Ocean of thy Savi- 
ours boſame, and becauſe thou art 
not able with any line of thine ro 
{oundthe” depth, fink thy very-Soul, 
that- it | may be able:to. taſte that, 
which thy {tudy will not help thee 
lomuch as toſee, [eh 
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-F ſhall now adde-but-a-word t6 
ſtir you up (in theule of theſe meanr, 
and in this maiiney hinted ) ſeriouſly 
to proſecute the ſweet ſtudy: of the 
love of Chriſt,” "3% 
Firſt, I mighttell you, FThat'all-1he 
time. that you ſpend in thi' ſtudy will 
be very delightful,and very profitable, 
and. you will have no yeaſon to repent 
thergof. Thote who have (pent (or 
rather mil-{pent ) their time-inread- 
ing of che fine\ Hiſtories of feighed 
Loves, have at-laſt- been torced to 
= _ in ſo doing, 
well-deſer —_ ir 
Philip Srdney, is nwns_ ro havC la- 
mented upon his''Death-bed, 'the 
mi(-fpending of thoſe parts which 
God had given him in the penning 
of that well-penried peece, his eAr- 
cadia, Burt f| = leevers) t@lye 
upona Death-bed, and to confxdery 
that- alchough all thy time were 
( every hour thercot ) ſpent in che 
y of Chriſts'love, you will-bee 
{ofarrefromrepenting of 1t, as 
70u will have'juſt cauſe to rejoyce 
"7951 mn 
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Beltever, ſich: ry 
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in it. Pur nor to ueoe ths, do 


but | 
Secondly, conſider the times in 
which we live, How little love is 
_ thele dayes ! lurgis the love 
is Waxen cold, though it bee 
prefſed much, _u”_ 1s bur Utle pra- 
Diſks: Thoug Though all pretend to _ 
- of the want- of love, and 
toprefie the exercife of love: 
Yet where isthe man, that 
it the ſweermeſſe of bis life, to 
others traſt eþe ſmeetneſſe of Py Ae 
Surely while there is fuch lirtle 
love .among men, it! is but mect 
tharwe ſhou ſhould  becy the love that 
tir os onfider 
raty, cially c the 
fwoetnefſe rthet the knowledge of the love 
Lb 4 will rig oy foul im any 
| ay | _ 


=p pred wp love. __ | 


_—_ tie: th pris of __ this, xc» 
rits- 0 fainting 
2 compoſure 


Tha eng Beg able: to: be- 
have 
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va he kngweth, « 
ie a Ve 
know . of 
ls A. Fo cet, but with 
the knowlegge of this loye, nothi 
can be birter, this is that which 
we ſhall come unto, as the laſt 
thing obſerved from theſe words, 
viz, tO |ct you lee, how efficacious the 
love of Chriſt i uit the ſwpporting of 
beleevers in any tribulation, 
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And to know the love of Chriſt which 
paſers knowleage. 


SIND þ that is but little 
'V DF killed in the know- 
==> [6 |cdge of the _s 
NZ) © times, may very we 
>D {cc, that theſe times 
wherein wee live arc very fad : 
Calamity lyeth upon every Crea- 
ture; and woe hath ( as it wete) 
entred upon the Srage of 
World, and @*: a loudy part, 
- ry Sas Fatt ev beleovets 
themſelves; ſore put on black, and 
walk diſco rndy yea almoſt 
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the, ſorges;;of me :of. peo are dad in 


' ſhrongef Cwdiali in amitulanon, 
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| [mourning 25 (being ſcnfblp. of the 
$ mulery /unger), 1, which g enſÞl of the 
$ world at this y. groans., Tu; 
PQ [runes there wy what cat be more 
lyitable -r0.0pr, thoughts,,. thaa to 
 Icanſider. of x t which may (crveto 
© Ilupport our. {pirits.. Irys. the wil 
— [ dome. of ſuchas are weak, and ly- 


them (ome- rh or other. 
ich oe them: 
Sag 


ions )-+19,pl4y in '{omcthi 
= which, may. 2 chem from; f CE 
of | 12g; under thele. SURG: 

el] | &&5d .our , Loxd, Jeſs. Out, G.the 
FR ; of hug excys hath Pp 

tg Soviet - Fich, and,.s Sep 

Ms L619 \pppos: Ge ſous fouls 5.9 Wt 

. it.1S ty. (eſpectal 1 
2s Mas ich Lond Is 
t JAS exers, - Ys _ 
< which..our *-, FN err Lord 
Fr h Sepaal: And cfore 


able to tauxings,. to, carry... about. 
£0 re- 

it ſhould; , bee 
Pn th of belce- 


vers. (who are gp always t0 Iri- 


ELS», Ee _P, not nay 


the Salries, bur cieſetves tak 
leave' = wr 
thitigs as' martets 
poor ſoills-(as if the bad mod | © 
over their farth.) I hall Endeavour to f'rs 
imicate thegreat Apoſtle Par; tar (*% 
ther to ſhe my ſe/f abelper; o of jor he. 
2Cor. rl 2) thin a Lord o wry Fr farth, 
this indeed Paul was nah for 
mh the furtherance of the 10 
joy, and comfort of btleeyers: Arid Jn 
i 15 this which he aye. at in theſe - 
words, it the behalf of the Ephe- 
fiars; fot fearingleſt - the newes of fs 
theſe” troubles in which hee wasy |”: 
ſhoitldfofar trouble the Epheſians, A 
as to make them farnty he ore | m 
boweth bis knees to. thi Father of oxy | m 
Lord Jeſs Chriſt, tha he would be In 
leafed ro give them the Knows Jo 
eofthe love 6f /Chriſt; _ fa 
2 it, their ſpirits may be kept 4 
taintings” at the- news: 0 Eh Ris, | mh 
car KM their ent. gmgenrr "0 


ſrangef Corll 1n » tribulation; 


Pnight kgow the love » which 
| I | dat 5 nr 
plrirual kaowle t 
rake ry Arcs ve = bo 4s 
of ſpecial tefficncy to one 

Jearrs from fa'nting under dy al ty as 

Iſuppoſe you eaſily ſee both the 
foundation, aid the proof of | this 
point, in chis place; yet'thar you 

may {ee both the clearer, l& mee 
hint theſe three things 

Firſt, conſider ir, x har the 
ſuppoſeth, that - the Epheſians = 
were apt 10 faint 'at their tribulations, 
Arthe 1 3 verſe, his deſire that 
might not faint, doth clearly inti- 
mare this, that they were apt to faint, 
Indeed the 'thildren of falrhy/ are not 
onely mar ro "; arc apt co 
ap aka inthoſ 


Sroondiys rey tow = 
is fear of the' Apoſtle, left hey 
aoepe Fein ty mage x fam nfm, 
chat 
Wag ro prayery and maket 


bis requeſt ro/Goly (whoſealone' roy 


Sz 
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is£0 "n an rag rome {pirits 
ro chenactates) (bat: be would. be 
leaſed to keep - them from fainting: 
For Slaith. thee hee)' —y I boy 
wo). knees to the Father of our Lord Je- 


that you _—_— not-Faing, 1 
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de Te — Rane oy zowe of Chriſt which 


«th Th a 
oy mY + the way ſpirit, pd alk 
frength of, all thats: which the: A- 


poltichad praycd tor. (ache jo 
verles, ay 7: behal be beth 
this laſt, And reds ), Meu 
was that hee bringeth 11; this as the 
RE KAT, 
L-L4Þ £0r of or, 
in el behalf, andxifis Ho pears A, we 
ot (As 1t WCEE) a bat to Atk..of 
Gedfer them : Thisiszas it WIE, Bac 


firongeſt Cordiall in tribulatlon, 22 5 


laſt Dojs of the Door, which if it 


Help nor the patient, the Doftoy is 


/at a ſtand; and is puzled; and 
knoweth not what elſe to give; ſo 
that ] ſuppoſe you may ealily ſee, 
not onely the footing that this Text 
aftords tor this. truth; but alſo a 
great, and ſolid proof of the truth 
thereof init, 

And yet, that you may ſee this 
truch more cleariy from this place , 
I wiil ina word ſhew you, how 
that the very ſpirits and ſtrength of 
the orher cordialls which hee here 
praycth tor, areas it were wrapped 
up 1n this, viz, The knowledge of the 
love of Chriſt, For conſider; 

Firlt, hee prayecth that they might 
bee ſtrengthened in the inward man by 
his Spirit, yerſe 16, Now what is 
that ſtrengrh of the inward man by 
the Spirit? but that divine and ſpir:- 
twall joy which « through him, The 
joy of the Lord doth give ſtrength, Ne- 
hem, 8.10. Now 1t1s caſte to demont- 
ſtrate , that the chief ground upon 
which the Holy -Gho!t doth 641d 

+ that 
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thatjoy (which through him is in 
the hearts of belecycrs) is this, viz. 
the (hedding abroad of the love of Chriſt 
in them, Obi having promiſed to 
{end the ſpirit as a comforter to belec- 
vers (he faith) that he (5.e.) the ſpi- 
rit) ſhall takg of mine,and ſhew unto 
30u, John 16, ver, 14z & 15, Now 
whar is there in all Jeſus Chriſt, of 
{ſweeter efficacy and power, which 
the ſpirit can take, and declare to 
beleevers, than the knowledge of 
his love, which paſlcth know- 


| ledge? 


& thatoif the ſtrengthening of 
the inward man by the holy Ghoſt 
bee that which helps to ſupport thy 
{loul from _—_ And if that 
working of the holy Ghoſt, bee by a 
creation of divine joy, of bring- 
ing of divine comfort; And that 
bringing of comfort in the ſpirit, 
depends upon revealing ſomething 
of the heart of Chriſt ro the foul, 
then it mult needs bee, that rhe (pi- 
rir of this cordiall, lyeth |in the 
knowledge of the loye pf Chriſt, 

whicly 
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which alone the Spirit is able to 
bring in, as it were from Chrifts 
heart, and ſhed it into the hearts 
of beleevers , tor the ſtrengthening 
of the inward man. 

Secondly, the Apoſtle doth pray, 
as a means to. keep the Eph: fins 
| from fainting, that Chriſt mgy dwel 
in their heatts by faith; ver,17, Now 
a very tew thoughts will diſcover, 
that the ftrength of this comfort 
doth. lye in the knowledge of 
Chriſts love. For whcreas rhe ſoul 
may ſay,ah ! but will Chriſt divell 
in my heart? I would tain belcevec 
it, but what groun4 have I tor ſuch 
a belect 2 Hee is the high and the 
{»fty vwe, and Iam mean and a poor 
creature; Hce is not only the bright- 
xeſſe of his fathers glory, bur wp} 
| nefſe of the fathers holineſſe; And 


Wi:l ſuch a pure perlon as hec 15z 
come and dwell in fuch a polluted 
houſe as F am * Thus rhe foul 
would, or might rca{on ; but now 
all this reaſoning is. qgicted, and 
i bee cafily refol- 
.Q: xz: ycd 
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ved by the knowledge of Chriſts 

love; for hee that knoweth the love-« 
of Chriſt, knoweth how willing 
Chriſt is to come into the heart of 

a poor beleever, and how that 

daily and . hourely hee doth ſtand 

at the door knocking for en- 

trance, 

So that I ſay, the very Spirits of 
the other cordials, and as it were 
their quiuteſſence 5 lying in this, 
the knowledge of the love of 
Chriſt, 

Itis very plain, That the knowledge 
of the love of Chriſt, is of ſpeciall ver- 
txe and efficacy,to keep the hearts of 
beleevers from fainting nnder tribula- 
tions, Bur I ſhall a little more des» 
monltrate this point, 

Firſt, By opening wherein this 
krowledge of the love of (hriſt doth 
conſiſt, 

Secondly, By ſhewing wherein the 
ſ,eciall efficacy of that kyowledge doth 
appear, for the ſupporting of the ſoul» 
from farting fits in the time of troubles 

And then in the cloze of  M 
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ſhall make ſome Uſe and Applica- 
tion, 

For the firſt, Wherein doth the knows 
ledge of Chriſts love conſiſt, or what 
kind of knowledge of the love of 
Chriſt is it, which keepeth the heart 
from fainting? | 

In the generall, I hinted it in 
that expretſion, the ſpiritual! know- 
ledge of the loye of Chriſt; That 1s 
ſuch” a knowledge of Chriſts love, 
as the ſoul hath by the revelation 
of the Spirit, afting by the ſhed- 
ding abroad of that love, even upon 
the ſpirit of a beleever, Look as 
the carnall Knowledge of Chrilts 
perſon (the kmwledge of him = the 
fleſh = the Apoltles phraſe is) -1$ 
not ſaving, neither 1s 1t {weet; 50 
neither is the carnall knowledge 
of his love. It is. the fpirituall 
knowledge of his perſon, and the 
{pirituall knowledge of his 'love, 
which furthererh - the everlaſting 
happinefle of a ſoul hercafter, and 
the-{weernetle, and comfort of a 
{out here, 
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But more particularly, I ſhall 
hint two words tor the explicati- 
onot the knowledge of Chriſts love, 
what it iS. 

Firſt, Negatively, Tt conþſteth 
nat inthe bare notion of t, All divine 
knowledge (whatſoever it bee) is | 
withour any efficacy, if it bee bur 
barely in the notion. Look as in 
reſerexce to dity, knowledge 15 Not 
effelt nally imperative, to pur the ſoul 
upon doing, unefjc it fink deep 
into the ſoul (tor the word falling 
among ſtones, and wanting root; 
did not ariſe up in fruit, ) In hke 
manner _ with reference wnto Jo), 
knowledge is no way efficac.ouſly re- 
ROes (although it bee the know- 
edge of Chriſts love ) unleſle it 
funk down from the head, into the 
hearts-ot beleevers. Bur as the A- 
poltle putteth the knowledge of the 
glory of God the farher (as toſalva- 
tion) tn this, viz. that God who com- 
manded the light toſhine os t of darkyes, 
had (bined into their hearts, 2 Car.4.6, 
Iibke manger hee putterh the ver- 

rye 


tucofthe knowledge of rhe love of 
God in making the foul patient 
in its waitings, (and by conſe. 
quence not fainting in his troubles) 
in this, that the Lord would 'dire&t 
the Theſſalonians hearts imo the love 
of God; the Lord ((aith he) dire your 

arts into the love of God, 2 Theſ.3.5. 
wherefore then, this is the firſt ching 


by way of negation, (that you may 


know wherein the knowledge of 


the love of Chrift doth nor conſiſt) 
It 15 20t the bare notion, Or apprehen- 
fon thereof in the head, | 
Secondly, and poſitively, The 
right knowledge of the loveof Chriſt, 
in reference to the matter in hand, 
conceiye chiefly doth confiſt in two 


ngs. 
FR, In4 particular application of 
the love of Chriſt to the ſoul by faith, 
(5.e,) that the foul ſhould beable to. 
lay home that to himſelt, in particu- 
lar, which heunderftandethto be in 
the heart of Chriſt, ro every belce- 
yer in generall, The{oul ſhould bee 
able to {ay ofthe love of Chuilt, it is 
oy - 
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mine, for elſe (as hee ſaid) quid hes 
mih'ynifi mea? what. is all this tome, 
if it bee not mine? In like manner vill 


the ſoul ſay, what is it to mee , it 


there be a tranſcendent loye inthe bo- 
ſome of Chriſt to beleevers, it I have 
not aſharc in it ? Look as the preach- 
ing ofthe word doth not profitthem, 
1n whom it is not mixed with faith(7.:,) 
(in the particular application there- 
of to themſelves.) In like manner, 
neirhet doth the love of Chriſt com- 
fort any, if it bee not mixed with 
faith (:.e,) particularly applyed to 
their-own fouls; this is. a faithfull 
ſayino(faith Paul) that Jeſus Chriſt 
came mto the world to ſave (imners, of 
which I am chief, 1 Tim,1,15, Herc- 
in was the truth of the ſayingy that 
Chrilt came to ſave ſrners, bur here- 
112. was the joy and comfort of Pat, 
that hee could ſay, 1 amchief. Ir is 
moſt clear, that: the kaowledge of 


the love of Chriſt is. comforting, . 


but the efficacy of ir. doth lye in the 
application : Juſt as now, how 
choyce ſoever the cordiall bee, thay 

T0) 5 
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Is preſcribed by the Doctor, it is of 
no comfort to cure the patient, if 
it bee not taken; In like manner, 
though the knowledge of the love 
ot Chriſt bee one of the choileſt cor- 
dialls which is revealed, yer it is of 
ad capt Fo the ts _ : => 
[taken (1,e,) particularly applye 
faith. This is the firſtthing, where- 
inthe right knowledge of the love 
of Chriſt, as it is cfhicacious to com=» 
tort introubles, doth conliſt, 

Bur (ſecondly, Ir confiſteth not on- 
ly in the particular Application, 
but ina ſerious Meditation thereof, be- 
ing applyed, Application taketh the 
cordiall (as it were 11 the mouth) 
and lets it down into the ſtomach ; 
But meditation ſucketh out the (weet- 
neſs thercot : And theretore it is ſaid, 
\ my Meditation on him ſhall bee ſweet, 
Pſal.104.4. Not only the knowing, 
and belceying of ir to beethe ſouls, 
but alſo the meditation is that which 
maketh it more {weet; it the cor- 
diall which the patient taketh, bee 
never{o ſweet, yet, it it bee ſpit our 


again 


Oe EI 
= 


- O . i 
a7 » i P; V2 
” LS INST 


234 . The be of Chriſt the [+3 


again, and not chewed (as it were) | /' 
or ſwallowed down, it aftords bur | ſhi 
little refreſhing: In like manner, | & 
though the love of Chrift bee ſur- | Cl 
paſſing ſweet (yea and albeit ir bee || » 
as it wereapplicd in the generall : 
It it bee not medirated upon, it will | 
bee bur of lirtle cfhcacy to keepthe | of 
heart from fainting, Wee will bee | ; 
lad, and rejoyce in thee (faith the of 
Spouſe) Cam, ,v.4. yea but wheres | rh, 
in would they find them joy? ittol- | nc 
lowerh, inthy love : But how would 
they find out the ſweeatneſle ot | zh 
that joy, out of rhat joye? ' it 15] $þ 
hinted in this, 1 will remember thy | gr 
love more than wine, The remem- dc 
brance, or the meditation upon the | x, 
love of Chriſt, doth greatly .re- | «& 
joyce the heart of a beleever, more | 
than wine doth the heart of any car- | gf 
nall creature. m 
fe 
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Sothat this ſhall ſuffice, as tothe 
firſt particular, vis, the declaration, 
whereinthe knowledge of the love 
of Chriſt as it is efficacious to keep 

the heart from fainting introubles, 
doth conſiſt, Now 
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ſirongeſt C ordiall in tribalatius, 135, * 
Now in the next place wee ſhall 
ſhew, wherein the eftcacie of ſuch a 
rs bo this is (of ns love of 
ri th appear, for t he ſupporti 

fainting ſouls, and this LIT al 

Peſt eencrathy: Th kno 
 Firlt generally: The know] 
of the loye of Chriſt will =P 
in its effetting of five things, which are 
of great vertue, tobear up the heart 
that it faint not in any troubles, as 
now, 

Firſt, in that ir freeth the ſoul from 
thoſe dowbrs and fears, in which it 15,4- 
bout its erernall condition, There is a 
great dcal of yerrue 1n {uch a free- 
dome as this is, ro keep up the ſoul 
trom fainting 'in troubles ; uſually 
even thoſe that are faichtall, when 
they arein any troubles, arc fcarfull 
' of their crernall eſtare, and doe 
much queſtion it: But when that 
fear is removed, and that great 
queſtion is r&folved, they are ex- 
ceedingly inabled to bear up, not 
onely in regard of fainting under, 


bur alſo cherrfully ro goc Sr 
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all their troubles, The example of 
that Martyr (Mr, Glover) is famous 
for this; hee much doubted his 
condition a little betore hee (ufte- 
red, and there were a great many 
deſpondencies in his Spirit, and a 
great many faintings. (as it were) 
O 


that hee did not « himſelf i 


ſo cheerfully as hee wouid ; bur af- 
terwards, when God was pleaſed 
to ſhine 1a with the aſſurance of his 
ovezand totree him from this doubt, 
er which hce did faint, then.,was 
hee inabled, not only to bear out 
from fainting, but to go out, and ſut- 
fer, with a great deal of joy and 
cheertulneſle. 
Now it 1s cafic to ſhew how the 
love of Chriſt ſcrveth ro free the 
ſoul from thoſe doubrs in which 
It 15> about its cternall condition, 
He thatknoweth the tranſcendency 
of Chriſts lovc, will bee eaſily freed 
from. doubting about, his conditi- 
on. The knowledge-of Chriſts 
loye in this relpe& caſteth owt fear * 


this 
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- of [this doubting, is the want of the 
ous knowledge of the love of Chriſt; 
when once the beleever is able to 
lays 1 know the love of Jeſus 
zny Chriſt, and I know itnor onely for 
4 a Jothers, but my ſelf , then hee will 
xc) Jbee able to relolve, What ſhould I 
ſelf fdoubr> Or who ſhould I fear? 
af- [Sith Jeſus Chriſt loverh mee with 
luch a tranſcendent love? And thus 
being freed from his fears, hee is 
alſo treed trom his faintings. 
Secondly, An aſſurance of a reward; 
after all ſufferings, and tribuiations, 
this doth mightily ſupport the foul 
from fainting under them; therefore it 
was, that Moſes did not faint 
(though hee were in affli*tons 
with the people of God) becauſe hee 
was aſſured of the recompence of re= 
ward ; Therefore it was that Pal, 
notwithſtanding his great tribula- 
tions, was kept from faiating, be- 
caule hee was aflured of a Crown of 
lifegwhich was laid up for him: There- 
fore it was that Jelus Chriſt him- 
ſelf, was inabled to endure with- 
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out fainting, becauſe of the joy tha 2 
Was ſet before him, Now the know- « 

ledge of the love of Chriſt doth ct- 
fe, and produce this afſurance,ſ® * 
The foul that knoweth how dear-F - 
ly Jeſus Chriſt doth love him and "in 
and 


what tranſcendent affection hee 
bearcth unto him, will with a little ff 
pains bee, brought to beleeve, that 
certainly hee will fully and glori-|;"* 
oufly reward him, for all the tribu-J.- 
lations hee endureth for him, O ! | 
faith the beleeyer (that knowerh |”. 
the loye of Jeſus Chriſt albcit 
what I feelbefore, and what I fear |; 
be ſadder, though my tribulations \iry 
bee many, yeaand heavy too, yet I}. 
know I ſhall have a reward for all - 
after all, becauſe Jeſus Chriſt lo- a 
veth mee, with a love paſſig know-P, | 
ledge. And thus the beleever will}. 
bee {weerly ſupported from faint- by 


1! 


" | toc 
hirdly, a full acquieſcence,for reſt k 

in Chriſt, s very efficacions, to keep the, 
foul from fainting nnder troubles,That 
which cauſeth the heart to -de- 
: | {pond 
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ſpond, andto bee apt to faint, is be= 
Jaule tis apt to bee rofied up and 
- down: An unſtable ſoul, 1s like 
to the veſſell in the ſtorm withour 
"Jan anchor, toſſed up and down with 
wave, and every wind; there- 
forc1t is, that ſouls axc aptto frery 
and ro faint, becauſe they doe not, 
and cannot reſt in God, Hence is 

.. that exhortation, Pſal, 37. v, 7. Re 
inthe Lord, fret not thy ſelfe, Mcndo 
et, and fa/zt, becauſe they doe nor 
reſt in the Lord: whercas it they 
could doe the one, they would bee 
free from the other, Now the 
knowledge of the love of Chrift, doth 
bring the foul to {uch a reſting and 
a owChriſt, O(auhthe DC 
cever, when I conſider how -Chrilt 
loveth mec > how out of that love 
to mee hee will plead my caule for 
me, and will one day make thoic 
by whom I now ſuffer tribulations 
to come and worſhip before mee, that 
they may kaow that hee loveth mee, A- 
doc. 3.9. When conſider this, faith 
the ful, then any I enabled _ 
| M 
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ly to reſt my heart in Chriſt, and 
to ſolace my ſoul inhim, and to 
bee ſo far from fainting under, or 

, fretting at my tribulations, as that 
Iamablein my patience to poſleſle 
my {elt, and to rcjoyce in Chriſt, 
Thus the knowledge of the love 
of Chriſt worketh a reſting upon 

® him, and that. reſt - keepeth from} 

? fainting, 

” Fourthly, Strength of love to Jeſus 
Chr:/ts perſon ſerveth to ſupport the 
ſoul from fainting unaer tribulations, 
Jacobs love to Kachel kept him from 
fainting, uader any hardnefle which 
hee did indure tor her, And the 
ſpouſe being [ich of love to Chriſt, was 
made ſtrong by that {ickneſle, to 
endure much tor Chriſt without 
fainting, The Watch-men ſmite her, 
and wound ber ; the keepers of the wall 
take her, and abuſe her, takins away 
her veil from her : yet (hee holds 
out, ſhee faints not at all this 
trouble, and why? becauſe fſhee 
was /ick, of love for the Lord Jeſus: 
Thus ſtrength of !ove ro Chrilt, 
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keepeth a ſoul from /fainting under 


{orrow, 


Now the knowledge of Chriſts/ 
love doth very farily, and freely 
work this : Heethat knoweth how 
tranſcendently Chriſt doth love 
him, cannot chulc bur at leaſt real- 
ly love Chriſt again, yea, and (trong- 
ly too, Beleevers cannot chule 
but love him; whom they know 
loved them firſt. Hence it is, that 
(Phcenix like) gathering together 
all the ſpicy ations of Chriſts 
love, and {weetly meditating upon 
them, they can fetch fire our of 
all, and ſweetly dye in the flames 
of that fire, and never faint. O 
how eaſily can the ſoul ſupport 


" it ſelt 'from fainting under tribu- 


lations for Ckriſt, while it burnerth 
with love ro Chriſt> And how 
calic alſo is it for a foul not on- 
ly to ferch ro ro kindle, but even 
to inflame ? How alſo when it con- 
ſidereth. the tranſcendent loye of 

Chriſt cohim, 
Fifthly, Adde to this inthe lat 
R | plac? 
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ward, afier all tribulations; If reſting 
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place this- conſideration, that: divine 
Joy is ever efficacious t9 keep the ſant* 
from fainting wnder trouble; \'There 
1s a_ ſtrengthening: power -'n = 
tual joy, to: Keep the ſouls of. be- 
leevers trom ' fainting fits | (as 
was hinted- un | the imng. ) 
Now the | knowledge of 'Chriſts 
love is that which 1s able to pro- 
duce. that divine joy, and that 
divine joy keeping the heart 
from {nking-under f{adnefle, it is 
eahic to gather up this concluſt- 
on, that the kmowledge of Chriſt s 


| loweyis of ſpeciall efficacy for keep- 


ing the ſoul from fainting wnger 
troubles, | 

Now you have ſccnin a generall 
way, the eficacy. of the knowledge 
of Chrilts love, to: ſupport the ſpt- 
wc from fainting, in times of trou- 
ble. If you will ſeethe ſumme of 
theſc five things reduced into one ar- 
gument, rake it thus, 

If freedoms 'froms 'fear abant amans 


eterrall condition; If aſſurance of are» 
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jon Chrift in a time of troublez If. © 
ſtrength of love to Chriſt ,and alſo of di= * 
ving Joy through the Spirit, be efficaci- 

ons to keep the heart fam fainting Mn- 

der troubles, then the knogledge of the 

love of Chriſt, muſt needs be e y con 

becawſe it produceth all theſe, 

But now we have ſeen that rage - 
of the Jonl, 1 From donbts, about the 
erernall condition, And 2 aſſuranceof 4 
reward after all tribulations, eAnd 
an acquieſcence or refting on Chriſt in 
time of tronble;together with 4 ſtrength 
of lave to Chriſt, And 5 drvine Joy, is 
ever efficacions that way, therefore) 
VC; 

But now more particularly, I 
ſhall ſhew the efficacy of this cordiall 
(the knowledge of this love) to keep 
the. heart from faintmg under trous 
bles, intheſe four things. 

Firſt, In that the knowledge of the 
love of Chriſt, doth (eſpecially in ſuch 
4 nature as hath been deſcribed) go to 
the heart,and refreſherh the Spirits of 4 
beleever, Therefore 18 any thing F 

cordiall, and refreſtiing, becauſe it 
= goon 
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>eth ro the heart, and hath a pow- 
er on the Spirits, As now wine, hot * 
water, Spirits and quinteſsences, oc 
doc therefore cheriſh, becauſe they 
warm th< heart, and revive the Spt- 
rits: Thus now the kpowledge of the 
love of Chriſt, becauſe it goeth to the 
very heart, and reviveth the Spirits 
of rhic Saints (which it revived 
there 1s no fainting) therefore it mnſt 
needs bee ſo cfhcacious as it is. As 
now the fear of God is moſt ſoveraign 
to keep from evill, becauſe (asthe 
_ 15) 1t js put into the heart; {0 
ikewile the knowledge of the love 
ot Chriſt is moſt ſoyeraign, and 
cfhcacious to ſupport from faint- 
ing under trouble, becauſe it go- 
cth to the heart, and chearcth the 
Spirits, Hence is that phralc, of che 
ſhedding abroad the iove of God in your 
hearts. 

Secondly, This knowledge 
of the love of Chriſt doth ap- 
pear to bee efficacious ro keep 
irom fainting under troubles, in 
that it maketh the facnlties of rhe ſont 
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rongeſt Cordiall in tribulation. 
ſo intenſe, Jntenſion maketh inſen- 
fible, and fo freeth from fainting. 
Sant, though hee were oppoſed, and 
much mocked of the fonnes of 
Belial, yet being newly lifted up to 
the kingdome (was fo inteyſe upon 
that) that hee did not at all mind the 
ſonnes of Belial (much lefſe did hee 
faint at their ſordid carriage.) Some 
conceive that therefore men in a 
frenzic doe not. faint at any thing 
(as others doe) becauſe of thetr 
intenſiveneſſe ; what was it that 
_ the Apoſtle from fainting in 
afflittion, bur the intezſrveneſſe of 
his Spirit, about everlaſting and c- 
ternall obje&s, For which cauſe ((aith 
he) I doe nor faint, while wee 102% not 
at things which are ſeen, but things 
which are nor ſeen,2 Cor, 4.C, 16,18, 
Paul was {ſo imenſe upon higher 
objeRs, that hee did not faint ar his 
tribulations. Now the knowledge 
of the love of Chtiſt, maketh rhe 
ſoul very intenſive in the contem- 
plations of all its {wcer dimenſions, 
Thus {aith che {ſoul chat knoweth 
R the 
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246 The love of Chriſt the 
the loyeof Chriſt, O the herght, and 
depth, and length of the love of Chriſt! 
' O that ſo great a perſon as Chriſt is, 
ſhonld love ſo mean a creature as I ans ! 
Oh that one who is wat onely man, but 
God, ſhowld ſet his heart upon mee, wha 
am not onely a man, but a worms | And 
thus now being _ in that 
contemplation of - Chrilts love, it 
is kept from fainting under tribu- 
lations, 

Thirdly, it appcarcth, that the 
knowledge of Chriſts love is effica- 
cious &c, becauſe it maketh the ſoul 
to forget all the loves of men, "The 
reaſon why we are apt to faint un- 
der tribulations, is becauſe wee are 
apt to overprize the love of men, 
Did weenot ſer our hearts {o much 
on the loye of menz wee ſhonld not 
faint for rhe want of that love, 
Whatthough men (yca all: the {ons 
of men) Nha hate and oppoſe? ſo 
long as 1 doe not prize their love, 
nor fear their hatred, I ſhall neycr 
faint. Now | the contemplation of 
the loye of Chriſt ro the ſoul, dorh 
| gt "7% -.* > 


ſtrongeſt Coratall mm tribulation. © 147 
work this effe& / uptn the Heath, 
It'maketh a mai to forger all love 
of ment. Peter forgar the carth wh 
hee (Cave buta planpſe of glcty* bn 
theMount, Mans' glory is not-{cen, 
whea Chriſts: glory doth appear; 
the light of the- Stars is not (eh, 
whenthe light of the Sun doth fhitle, 
And while rhe'{oul is takett up'ih 
the meditationofthelave of Chriſt, 
which paſſeth knowledge, hee doth 
not mind the * toyes' of- men, and 
therefore hee is free from tanning, 
at the want of them, _or 

Fourthly, and laftly, rhe efficacy 
of -rhe knowledge of Chriſts ove 
&c will appear, in that it hatha power 
10 make a may forget all thoſe rribu- 
lations which hee freth wnder; we give 
wine (faith King Lemwuel!) 'to theys 
that be of heavy hearts; & ſtrong drink. 
to him that is ready to periſh, Proy.3zo. 
6, let him drink. and forger his pover- 
ty, and remember his miſery nm more, A 
foul that ca make app.ication, 
'and meditation - of the ye of 
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Chriſt, drinketh 'as ir were Tat 
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wine, that maketh him forget his 
ſorrows, and remember his troubles 

no more. Hence it 15 you 
' have the poor belcever ſay, I was 
{o taken up with the rememprance 
of thelove of Chriſt, that I forgot 1 
was in priſon: As Pael, when hee 
"wor this Epiſtle (being a priſoner 
at Kome) yer was {0 taken up with 
the love of Chriſt, - as forgertingina 
Kore this, Manner his impriſonment, he prayeth 
not for himſelf, leſt bee ſhould faint at 
tribulations, but hee powretb ont bus 
heart that way inthe behalf of the Ex 
pheſians, that they might or, Sothat 
there is a divine, ſpirituall, !mMoxicar 
ting power in the love of Chriſt, to 
caulſc a mannotto mind, or to Ic- 
member the tribulations under 
which hee lyeth; and ſurely the foul 
deth never faint under that which it 

doth forget. 

Thus now wee have gone over the 
_g thing, and - ſhewed you 
generally, and particularly, 
wherein the power of the knowledge 
pf the lyye of Chriſt (as it helps 
U] 
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in keeping the heart from fainting 


under troubles) doth conſiſt; wee 
will wind upall ina word of Appli- 
tion; Now 


Hſe firſt, for Information, This 
point(That the knowledge of Chriſt s 
love ts of ſuch ſpeciall efficacy ts keep 
vp the heart from fainting under trou- 
bles)lers us ſee what great need we have 
to ſtudy the love of Chriſt, Men have 
much ſtudied the nature -of - fome 
Plants and Mineralls, becauſe they 
are of ſpecial uſe for cordials; you 
hear of whar {peciall uſe for ſpirituall 
cordialls, the knowledge of thelove 
of Chriſt is; have not you ground 
then to ſtudy it? Paracelſxs conclu- 
ding alltolye within the compaſle 
of his Sel, Swiphur, and Mercury, 
{pentall (or moſt _ ſtudy, mn 

ſcarch, and wiedge of 
them; The love of Chriſt is the 
moſt catholicall cordiall; nor onely 
including all, other cordialls, but 
e life that the ſoul doth find in 
Mother; Look as Gods love is put 
tor all cauſes, Joh.3,16, when 
gave 
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vehis Son, So Chriſts love is put 
or- all cordjalls, when the Saints 
ger corkort : Tribulation, diſt reſſe, 
perſecution, famin, nakedneſſe, perils, 
ve: neither any, nor all theſe, can 

down, when the. ſoul know- 
eth' the love of | Chrilt- that loves 


bim. -And as it is the molt { atho- Þ5, 


licall cordially {o itis the molt Home- F 


genrall,! Thoſe | cordialls are of FE 


moſt ecicacy , which are moſt.natu- f 
rall, and moſt ſaiting: to the Spirits; 
why love i owr life, Gal, 2:20.Chriſts f* 
love falls in-with the lite. ota Chri- F 
ſtiang. it_is moſt ſuirable:to-it,, and 
therefore. moſt ſoyercign.' Vearily 
1t rhers bee _aced+ oft ſtudying that f 
which, may: bee a cordial: ro any 
condigon, there is. neceſſity. of ftu- Þ® 
dying ofthe loye of Cheitt, which Þa4 
is {uch a Catbebicall, and Hamer eneal 
cordiall as it doth ſuit with-the 
Spirits, and as is . fixteth all 'the 
troubles,” that any belceyer may 
meet withall, WT « t 
Secondly, this Doftrine fpeaketh | 
lamemation a0: How (ad is i to þ 
cc! 


=, Fen Cordjall in tribulation. m_ ; 


ce ! that though this love'of Chrik © 
- eres NT en in 


ſe, a croubl ye; c 
ls, | uh head in ity and make no 
an of it, ſuch i is their tolly, that 


y- hey haye. this preciows price in their 
res Þ , and they doenot know 1 it, {0 
20- [3.0 make ule of it; whar a (ad 


ws- fag is it,for the ' than, to 
of eeacordiall art the beds ead, and 
u- Þot to ule 2 


rs; Secondly ys .igftead of uſing this, 
ſts $bey »ſe other cordials, Who laments 
ri- #C H to fee beleevers intheie times 
nd Þt trouble, one while exing conn- 
iy ils, anather while eymng Armies; 
Tat x in the mean while, not ening 
ny he love of Chriſt (which alone is able 
u- $o comfort, when all other things 
< Bail.) It is: lamentable-to-lce: how 
eal elec vers leave this fountain of [rving 
he bare, and ſeek after, yeaand dig. 
he Jr 4 noifermery yea broken ciſternes, that 
ay pine A ORE acy COM+ 


C xn them. 
is worſt of all) when 
hr re ar this\cordial, they put it 


by, 
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by, andwill not taks it, ' How often 
doth Chriſt open his boſome to thef,, 
beleever ? and lets him ſec love 
written in the golden letrers off. 
Free grazez and beleccheththe belec-{ 
ver to. look, and live, to contem-ſþ,;. 
plate it, and to rake comfort fromjry: 
ir, How often doth Chriſt ſay$,” 
Soul, 1 love thee, I love thee wir 
an everlaſting love, therefore have I}. 
drawn thee into this wilderneſle off}. 
trouble, that here I might ſpeald,,. 
comfort unto thee, where none can}. 
help| thee? And yet lamentable iq, 
is to hear bel&evers faying, thag,..: 
they will not beleeve it, thought 
the,r ſouls mighr bee comforted cyþ,1j 


it, 

Thus beleevers, this cordiall point - 
may ſet you all a weeping, that, 
notwithſtanding the love of Chriſt 
bee ſo comfortable, you #ſe it not,b» i 
inſtead thereof uſe other cordialls (b 

hat when Gig openerh this corJ ce 
diall, you will Ot open your mc 
widely that hee may fill them with, 
_ bet 
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Hſe, Third'y be reproved you chil- 
en of faith for this fault, Hath 
iſt provided {ucha cordiall for 
10-1798» anddo you negleQtir? Is there 
_ fach refreſhing for your ſouls in 
-MJhis love, and will not you ule it ? 
_ Doth hce (as it were) bring it home 
ito your. hearts, and will not you 
"rake it? be reproved for your folly (O 
ve tYyee of lictle faith) ſuppoſe the Mo- 
* "Fer ſhould provide ſome cordiall 
Yor the weak, fainting child, and 
= bring it to the child, beſceching 
Bs the little one to rake it, that it 
Jinight live; were not the child 
b much to bee reproved, if (forgetting 
Yall the Mothers care and coſt) it 
. {ſhould pur it by? Ir is your folly, 
rs and your blame (OO beleeyers) who 
Inotwichſtanding all the care ( yea 
n and the coſt of Chriſt too in prepa- 
) " ring, and bringing this cordiall 
Yb: love) unto you, yet too too 
often you put it by, an1 Rachel- 
Jlike, becauſe your children (creature 
VWicomforts) are not, you - will not 
vi bee comforted with this cordiall 


of 
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#ſe, Fourthly, let it bee a uſe of 
direttion, to' divett beleevers whither 
to go for 4 cordiall in time of trouble, 
What have you to doe with the water: 
of Sehor?> Rum you to the bolome of 
your Saviour; why doe you ſpend 
your {clves to goe after the pudled} 
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ſtreams of creature {weetnefle 2 goe 
you to the running river of you 
Lords love, drink thereof and bee 
———_ and bee comforted inany 
calc . al 

Obje&. 1 ſaith ſome ſoul, I would 
goe thither (as being indeed ina {4d 
caſe, needing comfort but how ſhall 
1 doe to draw out the water of life, that 
1s in Chriſts loye? 

Rep. Why what is thy caſe poor 
heart? what $ thy caſe in which 
thou needeſt comfort? and for 
Which thou wouldelt goe to Chrilts 
—_ ih My caſe 1s ſpirituall 

Anſw, caſe 1s {pirituall; m 
ſoul 5s rroubled within : foe much y 
but little race, and this gocth to my 
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heart, filling i wich trouble; _ | 
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ſhall Limproye Cheſt lov© in this 
caſe tor a cordiall ? 

Anſm, For that (belcever) know, 
Cbri & —_ thee notwithſtanding all 
this, . tiok. chat 
Gl doth ya S—_—E= you, becaulc 


is ſo much 
grace. 1$ :{o httlc, Know foul, 


the City, and ſo tull of fin) yer 
Chriſts love paſſed by ber fo: and 
pardoned her :. Chrifts love took 
the advan of her many fins, 
ro ſhew much lovero her ſoul. And 
it is. his cuſtomec, where Sms abound, 
there to makg love ſuperabownd, 
Thereforexhou maift comfort thy 
{c)t (O fad foul) with the thoughes 
of Chriſts love, Thislove made 
to {uffer for fin, and this love 
maketh hin every day -to/ pardon 
fin: yeaand hee will ſhew the tran- 
ſcendency of his love, in paſſing by 
the traniceridency of fin. 

Obje&. 0 but / have not only much 
"ſongbut little grace ! 
A, A a (O bcleever) yer the 


I the woman was a ſmner {in 


love 
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; loye of Chriſt may comfort thee 
notwi ing it, Thos thinkeft 
that grate is the cauſe of love, but thou 
art + it is the effeft of love; 
Chriſt loveth not becauſe there 
is grace; bur becauſe hee loyeth, hec 
giveth gr .( Grace is given in a 
time © 
becauſe of grace ; therefore com- 
fort thy {clt (O beleeving ſoul) 
at the conſiderationof the tranſcen- 
dency of Chriſts love. Iris the glory 
thereof, that it pardenech much ſin, 
and that it /oveth little grace ; it 
will work {o, that in time in ſha# bee 
little, and grace much, 

06, O but ſaith the poor ſoul, / 
have loſt Chriſt, I chink there was 
a day, in which I ſaw, that his love 
was my lite, and the conſideration 
thereot was my comforrt;” but I haye 
loſt the one, and fo cannot ſolace 
my ſclfintheother. 

A. Why yer (beleever) the conſide- 
ration of Chriſt s love, may bee achoice 
cordiall here, Didſt thou conſider rhe 
very nainre of Chriſts love aright, 


The loveof Chriſt the 


——— — 


ou 


=_ 
_ Love is not ſhewn }t 


7% et 


- 


— 


OO 


| frongeſt Ci ediall in tridalaties, * 347 


thot wilt know this to bee the glo- 
ry thereof, that oxce had, it can never 
bee loſt, It may voce the Sun may bee 
ina cloud, and thou nor ſee it, bur 
it will appear again: But the Sun 
ſhall ſooner leave the Firmament, 
than Chriſts love fhall leave thee: 
Didit thou but alſo conſider the tran- 
ſcendency of Chriſt s love, thou woul- 
deſt know, that though, Chriſt ſcem- 
cth to withdraw himſclt a while, 
yet his love will not permit his 
withdrawing to bee long; yet 4 little 
while, and you ſhall not ſee mee: (It 1s 
but alittle while that Chriſt is ſeem- 
ingly loſt) and yer 4 little while, and 

ou ſhall ſee mee again, Chrift 

1weth your Spirits would faile, it 
hee ſhould bee long away : Love 
therefore looks to it, that ic ſhall 
never bee {o longzas in the Joſle 
thereof thou ſhouldeſt fainr; and 
dyc. Didft . thou know the tran- 
{cendent nature of Chriſts love, 
thou wouldcſt know this, thar 
though thou mayeſt faint a lirrle, 
yet thou ſhalt not gJye: Love wil 
| &) come 
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come and revive thee; yea did(t 
thou but conſider the - love of 
Chriſt arighr, it will bee a cordial 
in other particulars alſo, in that it 
maketh a large amends for alictle 
tarrying ; tor a moments withdraw- 
ing, itlets out everlaſting kindneſſe, 
and it therefore departed for a {ca- 
{on that thou mighteſt haye it for 
cver 

. - 0.6, O but faith theſoul, TI faint 
to! hizkthat I have loſt Chriſt through 
mine own ons : Thave beenſo baſe 
as to drive him- out of my- boſome; 
and I faint to think that. hee” will 
neycr come again, 

A. Why (poor foul) thou art igno- 
rant of the nature of ( briſts tranſcene 
dent love: Couldelt thou'but know 
it, thou wouldeſt eaſily reſolve thy 
ſoul in rhis caſe, and ſupport it 
with a ſweet cordial: {uch 1s the 
natrre © of tranſcendent loye, that 
though you have been fooliſh to drive 
Cbriſt away, yet it is ſo powerfull ta 
bring Chriſt again, It was the folly 
and the fault of the ſpouſe, thar 

though 
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| tranſgreſſion, becauſe that Chriſts 
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rhough her beloved was knocking at | 
_ call his '/ocks were orcas 
the dew of the night, yerſhe {luggiſhly 
lay in her bed; and would nor let 
him in: Indeed hee went away, that 
ſhee might lee her folly, bur hee came 
again, that hee might ſhew loyes 
wranſcendency, + - - 

Ob. Nay {\aich the ſoul; with all 
this, / have violated and wronged con- 
jugall love; and the thoughts of theſe 
fink my Spirit: 1 faint and dye to 
' think of this, for fear that Chriſt 
will not paſlc by theſe, 

Asſw, Still I fay (beleever) did[F* 
thor but know the nature of the trans 
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ford thee a cordial in this cafe alſo: 
This is the glory of this lovey that 
it paſſeth by {uch violations, Indeed 

the loyc of met will not, bur the 
- loye of Chriſt will paſſe by this foul 


love tranſcenderhs mens love, Thou 
haſt played the harlot with many lo= 
vers, yet return to mee, Jerem. 3.,verts * 
| ark finely (Sith hee) . 45 4 wife 
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treacheronſly departeth from her buſ- 
band, ſo have you dealt with mer, O 
bouſe of Ffrael, yet return you ba ck: ſli- 
ding people, and I will heal your back- 
7 : O tranſcendent love ! which 
riſts bolome, which knoweth 
pardon the defilemerit of 
of love, Indeed there 1s no 
failing ſo great, but didfſt thou 
know the tranſcendency of Chrilts 
love, thou wouldeſt (ce it to be grea- 
ter, than any failing of thine can 
conquer » ſo that now in caſe this 
tear ſhould bee able ro diſturbe thy 
comfort, and to make thee faint) 
yet the conſideration of Chriſts 
love may ſupport thy ſoul, and 
oy a cordial untothee, even in this 
calc, 

Objett, Burt yer I hear others cry 
out,and ſay, how ſhall wee doe to draw 
ont joy, ont of this well of ſalvation, 
How ſhall wee make the conſidera- 
tion of Chriſts loye, a cordial to us 
1n our troubles? 

_ Queſt, Why? what are your trou- 
bles (poor ſouls) which jpake you 
aſl 
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ſtand in need of the comfort of this 
conſideration? 

Anſw, | have loſt much, nay all, for 
Chriſt, becauſe I ſtood ro his cauſe; 
I have loſt all the creatures, lands, 
and livings too, yea, and houſe, 
__ houſhold too, &c. I have loſt 
A . 

Azſw, But yet conſider Chriſts 
love, andq it will comfort thee in 
the middeſt of this loſle : 1+ is che na- 
ture of trauſcendent love, to repair all 
loſſes,& that double; in yuur land, you 
ſhall poſſeſs double Iſa.61.17. And 
there 1s no man that hath left for Chriſt 
Parents, Brethren, houſe, or children, 
but love will make up all that, as Luke 
18,ver,29, Traniceadent love, {corns 
co ler any beea loſer by ic. May nor 
this comtorrt thee? 

0b. O bur ſaith another, I have 
not onely loſt all, but am /#i{! oppo- 
ſed; they have ſtripped mecto my 
change tor Chriſts fake, and yer 
oppoſe my very.thin: How ſhall I 
.comtort my felt with the conſile- 
ration of Chriſts loye now? 
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4. Why thus (poor foul) con- 
{ider, Chriſt will comfort as faſh as mers 
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oppoſe; tran{cendent love. WW 
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the foul anſwerable confolatio 


to any tribulation in- which. rhe 


ſoul can bee. In the world 10u (hall 
have tribulation { ſaith Chriſt) 6#t bee 
of goed cheer, I have overcome the 
world, and in mee you ſhall have peace, 
Tranicendent love giveth a ſmile tor 
cvcry frown, ak:ſ[etor every buffer, 
an imbrace tor every blow; this 1s the 
nature thercof, conſider it, and bee 
of good comfort. 

Ob, © butſaith the ſoul: I have 
not onely loſt all, and been itrip- 
ped to the change, but am brought 
to the ſtake, how ſhall I terch com- 
tort out.of Chrilts love now? 

A. Conſider thou (dying foul) 
Chriſts love hath provided a com- 
fort for it; It ſaich, vou ſhall have 
your life by thus loſing of it; You are 


in the way to ſecure your lite ; 


by this you ſhall »9t dye, but 
I've; thus faith tranſcendent 
loyCybecanſe I live, you ſhall live alſos 
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Joh. 14. ».'19, After one blaſt, 
into Chriſts boſome; It 1s but a 
wink with the eye, and into the 
landof the living preſcncly, 

Thus you ſee whither ro goc for 
comfort in any tribulation, viz. to 
Chriſts boſome, and there you may 
fiad in his love, a cordial fuirablc 
ro any tribulations, whether with- 
1n, or without, {pirituall or corpo- 
ral: Bedire&ed therefore upon all 
occaſions, O you bclcevers, to run 
ro Chriſlts love, and to comfort 
your ſclves in the conlfideration 
rhereof, | 

Hſe,Fiftthly, i may bce an wc of 
Terror ta ( hr.ſtleſſe creatures : you 
hear the conſideration of Cariits 
love 1s a cordial, abic to ſupport 
in any troudle; but wretches that 3 ore 
ere, you have n9 rightto ic; tr.bu4/.:- 
t.on is for every ſoul that ſinuzth\Rom, 
2.9, you Will meet wita tribu:at;- 
on, Chriſtleſſe creatures ; ere lon7, 
divine wrath will come and vii 
you {urely; and what wil you dee in the 
day of the viſitation theccof2 Whither 
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wil you . runne for conſolation in 
the hour of your trouble? Will 
you runne to men, alas! wiſerable 
comforters will they bee, and lo thou 
wilt findthem to bee : Menof abigh 
degree are vanity, and men of a low de- 

ree are a lyze, Whither will you go 
in the anguiſh of your ſouls for a 
drop of ſweetneſſe > Will you goe 
to dutics? alas, without Chriſt 
they are but  þ and you thar arc 
Chriſtleſſe, will not know how to 
managedurics, ſo as to ſuck com- 
fort through them, Wil youſay you 
are in ' Chriſt? the Scriptures will 
conture you; you arc told, bxt if axy 
bee m Chriſt, hee is a new creature, 
2 Cor, 5.17. Do not ſay, I am 6bap- 
tiſed; Many arc baptiſed into Chriſts 
name, Who arc not baptiſed into his 
perſon; you will fay, you have heard 
him preaching in your ſtreets, that you 
have eat in h1s preſence (been as you 
fay, at the Sacrament alas poor 
creatures ! all this \may bee, and yer 

ou have no right to Chriſt, Trem- 
be therefore you Chriſtleſſe crea- 
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tures, his love is the cordial in 
trouble, the conſideration thereof 
may ſupport the foul from fſink- 
ing 1n any tribulation; but woe to 
you ! woeto you ! you have no part 
in that; what will you doe 2 what 
will become of you when Chriſt 
- ſhall appear in wrath? Ir will bee 
in vain for you to call to the 
mountains, to hide you from the 
wrath of the Lamb : Ir will bee in 
vain for you to think upon the 
creatures, nothing, nothing, will 
4 bee abletoſupport your /oxls. Indeed, 
| bGeleevers (when hee ſhall appear in 
| flames of fire) will bee able ro 
comfort themſelves, with the 
knowledge of his tranſcendent 
love; but alas, you who have no 
right to Chrilt, what will you doe 
in that day? you muſt doubtleſle (if 
you remain as you are) fink in 
deſpair, and dye under his wrath. 
| word of exhortation, and conclude : 
| Inas much as the knowledge ofthe 
love of Chrilt is of ſuch ſpeciall ct- 
| hcacy 
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ficacy (as you have heard) to ſup- 
rt your fouls under tribulations, 
then bee exhorred, 

Firlt; to labowy to be wel arquainted 
with the love of Chriſt in the {ubſtance 
thereof, in the circumſtances thereof, 
and eſpeciallyin the fulneſſe and frec- 
meſſe thereof, Read, ſtudy, pray, doc 
what you can, that you may bce ac- 
quainted with this love; the know- 
ledge, and conf{1deration of wiicn, is 
acordial in any trouble, 

Secondly, labouy to clear it up to 
your ſelves, that you have a ſhare in this 
love, and 4 right to it, This is the cor- 
dial of this cordial of Chriſts love, 
viz, tor the ſoul to ſtethar it is this; 
{omuchT hinted in the explication 
thereof: Eſpecially ſtrive (poor 
ſouls) roclear up this ; know, you 
once had no part in ir, you were 
born children of wrath, withont 
Chriſt; Letit bee your conſtant carc 
therefore ro make it appear, thar 
now you have a ſhare in that tran- 
{cendentlove which is in Chriſt, 

Thirdly, «pon all occaſions aſc 
: this 
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this fountain of love. Draw ont 
of it ſuitable. Cordials for any 
troubles, You have heard thar 
it will comfort (and a word 
was hinted to dire& you. ) Now, 
up, and bee dbing; and in all oc- 
caſions, labour that the love of 
* Chriſt may keep-your Spirits from 
fainting. { 

Conſider what times you are 
fallen inz you may cxpeCtt to 
meet with tribulation. I can- 
not aſſure you, of ſweet, and 
loving dealing from the world; 
neirher can I aflure you of kind 
dealing from thoſe who call 
themſelves by rhe name of Bre- 
thren : Bur thus I can aſſure 
you, If wpon the words of grace 
you att faith, and come to Chriſt, 
that hee will fweeten your trou- 
bles, 

You have heard, There is love 
in his boſome for every beleever, and 
that lyve is of a tranſcendent ne- 
fure, 

You bavg alſo heard how 
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attain cg right and ſpiri- 

iwuall knowledge thereof, it will bee 

217 comfortable to you in any trou- 
le 


+ I beſeech you therefore, as 
you prize your ſoules, as you 
rize comfort in © tribulations, 

'e, and labour to ger a 
— in Chriſt; and then Wy 

let your condition bee 
what it will bee, however the 
World ſhall goe well or ill 
with you, yet you ſhall ſtill 
fmd a Friend of Chriſt, | hee 


full, a free, a cordial, and a tran 
ſcendent love, 

[. have no more but this: 
Ler * the, conſideration of . the 
; love that \is in_ Chriſt ro Be- 
*  leeyers,” and of -all rhe com- 
4 fort that.. is .in that love in 
any troubles, prevaile with 
you - to look after it, and 
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Yor bold « __ Jeſus Chriſt, © 
experimentally 

The he yi Jef Chrif paſſech kyow- 

cage, 


